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2. By the star when it sets. 

Allah (swt) begins this beautiful Surah by bringing our attention to the star. How beautiful 
is the creation of the star. Of all of the creation of Allah (swt) is there anything that compares to 
the star? Is there anything quiet so beautiful as the twinkling of a star in the night sky? The letter 
wa with which Allah (swt) begins this ayah shows us that He (swt) is making an oath with the star. 
Whenever Allah (swt) makes an oath with something it is to show us the greatness of that oath 
and it is to show us the greatness of that thing with which He (swt) makes the oath to. So in this 
ayah we see the greatness of the star because Allah (swt) makes an oath to it and Insha Allah in 
the next ayah we will see what Allah (swt) is making this oath to. 

Some scholars say that the star in this ayah refers to Pleiades. This is a collection of 
seven stars that appears in the late part of the night just before the break of dawn. Imam Qurtubi 
in his tafsir of this ayah brings our attention to the fact that sometimes only six of the seven stars 
of Pleiades are visible. There is one star that is sometimes hidden and sometimes visible. This 
depends upon the way in which they are observed and the strength of the vision of the observer. 
So some people are able to see seven and others are only able to see six. Qurtubi says that this 
hidden star in Pleiades is a way in which Allah (swt) tests the vision of mankind. Are you able to 
see the hidden star? How strong is your vision? So realize how weak you are in that you are not 
even able to observe this hidden star that sometimes hides itself and sometimes shows itself. 
Thus with this oath Allah (swt) also brings our attention to our own weakness and limitations. 
Since you are so weak and so limited how then can you ever think that you can live 
independently of Allah (swt)? Do you think that you came into existence on your own? Do you 
think that you yourself are sustaining yourself? So since Allah (swt) created you and you need 
Him (swt) for every moment of your life then how could you ever turn away from Him (swt)? How 
could you neglect your duty to worship and serve Him (swt)? 



Other scholars say that the star falling here is an allusion to the revelation of the Quran. 
Just like a star that falls, the Quran is sent down from the heavens. Just like a star the ayahs of 
the Quran are something great and magnificent. Both beautiful and powerful. Just like a star the 
ayahs of the Quran are tremendous and much more than they seem to be. Only today do we 
finally realize how huge the stars are. What we see as twinkling dots in the sky are really giant 
balls of burning energy, some are even larger and more powerful than the sun. Similar to this are 
the ayahs of the Quran. To the layman who just glances at them he only sees simple words. He 
does not see the greatness in mere words. But what he does not realize is that these words carry 
thoughts and ideas. These are the thoughts and ideas of the Quran and the thoughts and ideas of 
the Quran are so strong that they can destroy mountains. The most powerful and salient of ideas 
that the Quran gives us is about Allah (swt) and the Absolute Oneness of Allah (swt). How 
powerful are the ideas that the Quran gives us about Allah (swt)? How great are the thoughts that 
we have when we remember Allah (swt)? Does anything compare to the greatness of Allah (swt)? 
For us in this world the only way in which we can know Allah (swt) is through our mind. When we 
think about Allah (swt) and when we remember Him (swt) that is how He (swt) is Real to us. How 
else can we know about Allah (swt) except through His (swt)’s Book? How else can we remember 
Him (swt) except through the thoughts and ideas that He (swt) gives us about Himself (swt) in His 
(swt)’s Book? So the greatest of thoughts that the Quran gives us are the thoughts about Allah 
(swt) and indeed one of the main reasons for its revelation was to teach us about our Lord. 

In addition to the thoughts about Allah (swt) the Quran also gives us thoughts about the 
purpose of our existence on this planet. This Book tells us who we are, where we came from, and 
where we are going. It tells us about the Day of Judgment. Is there any day that is more important 
than this Day? The Quran is the only Book that tells us about this Day. The Quran also tells us 
about the Fire and about the Garden. The two places where all human souls will abide for all 
eternity. Is there any place that should always be on our mind more than these two places? The 
Quran also tells us about the great people who lived before us, the ones who sacrificed and 
struggled and who were steadfast for the sake of Allah (swt). It also tells us about the worst of 
people from those before us, the ones who were the worst in their turning away from Allah (swt). 
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Thus the Quran gives us the perfect role models whom we can follow and whom we can avoid. 

So realize now the greatness of these words. How they are much more than simply a collection of 
letters. If you truly understand the Quran then you will find in it all that you could ever need for 
your life. You will find in it the guidance that leads to your Creator. All that you need to do to get 
this guidance is to have Taqwa of Allah (swt) and try to live your life to please Him (swt). 
Remember that it is Allah (swt) Who will open for you His (swt)’s Book and allow you to see the 
meanings and the lessons in it. Why would He (swt) do that if you are doing the actions that are 
displeasing to Him (swt)? If you are among those who are given to sin and transgression then all 
that you will see when you look to the Quran are mere words. Just like the man whose vision is 
weak when he looks to the night sky. He cannot see the star that is hidden because his vision is 
weak. But for those whose vision is strong Allah (swt) allows them to see the hidden star just as 
He (swt) allows them to see the meanings in the Quran. Then the ayahs of the Quran become a 
guidance for them just like the stars are a guidance for the travelers. May Allah (swt) make us 
among these! May Allah (swt) make us among those whom He (swt) is pleased with! May Allah 
(swt) make us among those who are able to receive the guidance from the Quran! The guidance 
that leads to Him (swt) and His (swt)’s Pleasure. The quest for this is the purpose for man’s 
existence. If only he would realize this. 

Now there are some deviants from among the Sufis who bring hidden meanings from the 
Quran that completely contradict all of Islam. They bring hidden meanings from the Quran that 
allow them to commit the actions that are forbidden in the Law of Allah (swt) such as zina, and 
they bring hidden meanings through which they excuse themselves from performing all of the 
obligations of this Din like Salah and dawah. This is not what we should be seeking at all. When 
we look for the meanings in the Quran we should not be looking for ways to excuse ourselves 
from serving Allah (swt). On the contrary we should be looking for ways in which we can draw 
closer to Allah (swt) through our servitude and submission to Him (swt). So for every lesson or 
benefit that we get from an ayah we have to compare that with the general teachings of this Din. 

If we find that our understanding contradicts what Allah (swt) has said in other ayahs of the Quran 
or in the authentic hadith of the Prophet (saw) then we must not adopt these meanings. We 
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should know that such thoughts are really from Shaitan and they serve to take us away from Allah 
(swt). So although you should always be looking to the Quran for guidance, you should also be 
extremely careful. Do not take a meaning based purely on your personal opinion that contradicts 
what has been clearly established in the Din. Do not be like these deviant Sufis who use the 
Quran as an excuse to violate the Law of Allah (swt). May Allah (swt) save us from being like 
them! May Allah (swt) give us the correct understanding of His (swt)’s Book! 



3. And your companion has not gone astray nor has he erred. 

In the previous ayah we saw how Allah (swt) took an oath to the star as it falls. We said 
how this was indeed a great thing to take an oath by. The star in itself is one of the greatest of the 
creations of Allah (swt) and it is also very similar to the ayahs of the Quran. Just like the stars 
guide the travelers at night, this Quran guides us through the darkness of ignorance. It shows us 
the way to Allah (swt). The One Who is the purpose of our existence. So the star is indeed a 
great thing to swear an oath by. In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us what it is that He (swt) has taken 
this oath to. Everything from the Quran is from Allah (swt) so we must believe in it without a 
shadow of a doubt. But for some of what Allah (swt) tells us in the Quran, He (swt) takes an oath 
before He (swt) tells us it do us. Whenever Allah (swt) swears an oath such as this it is to 
emphasize with absolute certainty and without any doubt as to the Truth of what He (swt) is 
saying. So look how great was the oath which Allah (swt) took in the previous ayah. This should 
tell you how true is what Allah (swt) says in this ayah. 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah “And your companion has not gone astray nor has he 
erred”. The companion here refers to the Prophet (saw). Allah (swt) tells us here that he (saw) 
has not gone astray and he (saw) has not made any mistake or error. First and foremost this is 
addressed to the Quraysh chiefs at the time when this ayah was revealed during the early years 
of the Makkan dawah. Very early on the Quraysh chiefs knew that what the Prophet (saw) 
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brought was the Truth, and very early on they knew that they had to oppose him (saw). They 
knew that the Prophet (saw) brought a powerful Message that threatened to take away their 
power and influence in the society. They did not want to give up their power. They did not want to 
be equal with everyone else. So they decided to oppose this Message in every way that they 
could. One of the earliest of attacks that they made against this Din was to say that the Prophet 
(saw) was crazy or that he (saw) was possessed by spirits or demons. May Allah (swt) save us 
from such blasphemy! This was the evil that they spoke in their efforts to oppose this Message. 
They did not care what they said as long as they were able to take the people away from the 
Prophet (saw). So on one day they would make up one lie and on another day they would make 
up another lie. Even though they knew that what the Prophet (saw) was calling them to was the 
Truth they still said that he (saw) was in error. Even though they knew that he (saw) was calling to 
them Allah (swt) they still said that he (saw) was misguided. So Allah (swt) destroys such lies and 
falsehoods in this ayah. Allah (swt) clearly tells them that the Prophet (saw) is not misguided and 
he (saw) is not in error. 

Notice also in the ayah how Allah (swt) refers to the Prophet (saw) as “your 
companion”. This is to remind the Quraysh chiefs that the Prophet (saw) was indeed someone 
close to them. They had known the Prophet (saw) well for his entire life. They knew his parents 
and his family. They knew his character and his behavior. They knew that he (saw) was the most 
honest and righteous of men from among them. They knew that they could always rely on him 
(saw) and trust him (saw). So not only did they know him (saw) very well but they also trusted him 
(saw) fully. As an example of this, once when the black stone of the Kabbah had to be moved and 
none of the Quraysh chiefs could decide who should be the one among them to move it, they 
referred their dispute to the Prophet (saw). They did this because they trusted his judgment and 
they knew his integrity and fairness. They knew this because he (saw) was so close to them. This 
is why Allah (swt) refers to the Prophet (saw) here as their companion. This man who is bringing 
to you this Message is one who you have known and trusted for your entire life. 

By referring to the Prophet (saw) as their companion, Allah (swt) is also making them to 
think as to how they could ever speak such lies about him (saw). How could they make up such 
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evil claims and allegations against one who is so close to them? Why can’t they realize that they 
are being deceived by the evil one? Why can’t they see that their thirst for power and their pride 
has turned against one who is so beloved to them and so close to them? For all the years before 
the dawah began the Prophet (saw) had been their closest companion, but after he (saw) 
became the Messenger of Allah (swt), they made him (saw) into their worst enemy. So by 
referring to the Prophet (saw) as their companion Allah (swt) reminds them of how close he (saw) 
had been to them. Now they had distanced themselves from him (saw) because of their 
arrogance and because of their evil. Flow then can they save themselves from Allah (swt) on the 
Last Day because of what they had done? 

One lesson that we can take from this ayah is that in order for us to fully realize the 
Truthfulness of the Prophet (saw)’s Message we must also make him (saw) into our companion. 
Allah (swt) is asking the Quraysh chiefs in this ayah as to how they could claim that the Prophet 
(saw) was misguided or in error when he (saw) was so close to them? How could you speak such 
lies against one who is so close to you? So if we ourselves try to come close to the Prophet (saw) 
then we ourselves can realize with conviction how he (saw) has to be the Messenger of Allah 
(swt). We know that we have to love the Prophet (saw) more than anyone else in humanity but 
how can we love someone who do we not know? The very character and personality of the 
Prophet (saw) testifies to the Truthfulness of this Message but how can we realize this if we 
barely know him (saw). This is why the scholars have said that studying the Seerah or life of the 
Prophet (saw) is one of the most pleasing of actions that we can do for Allah (swt). May Allah 
(swt) give us all the ability to learn about the life of the Prophet (saw) and may we know him (saw) 
so well that he (saw) becomes like our companion too! 

Another lesson that we can take from this ayah is to see once again how the enemies of 
this Message will attack the messenger in order to attack the Message. The Quraysh chiefs knew 
that the Prophet (saw) was indeed the Messenger of Allah (swt). They knew that this Message 
was indeed the Truth. But there was not much that they could say against this Message. What 
wrong could they find with a Message that invited the people to return to serving Allah (swt)? 

Deep down inside even they knew that this was what mankind was created to do. Furthermore 
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how can they find anything wrong with the Quran? They could see that this Book was perfect 
without any flaws or mistakes. So they could find nothing wrong with this Message. All that they 
could do to oppose this Message was to speak against the Messenger. So in an effort to destroy 
this Message they spoke these lies and accusations against the Prophet (saw). How evil are a 
people who would attack a man that calls them to Allah (swt)? A man who calls them to return to 
the purpose of their creation. Even today the enemies of this Message are doing the same. Even 
today they are spreading all kind of vicious falsehoods and lies against the Prophet (saw). They 
do this only because they see that this Message is a threat to their way of life. May Allah (swt) 
save this Ummah from their lies! May Allah (swt) raise the Prophet (saw) to the highest stations in 
Paradise that He (swt) has promised him (saw)! 



4. And he does not speak on desire. 



5. It is not but a revelation that is revealed. 

These are two of the most important of ayahs in understanding our Din and they both 
need to be studied together. One ayah cannot be understood without the other and that is why we 
have put them together in our tafsir. Recall in the previous ayah how Allah (swt) told us about the 
enemies of this Message and the lies that they spoke against the Prophet (saw). They accused 
him (saw) of being misguided and of being in error. They made such accusations about him (saw) 
even though they were certain that he (saw) was the most truthful among them. They knew that 
he (saw) had the most integrity in all of Quraysh. They knew this and still made up such evil about 
him (saw). They told the people that his words were nothing but error and misguidance that came 
to take them away from the gods that they worshipped and the life that they lived. They told the 
people that if they were to follow him (saw) then he (saw) would lead them astray and that he 
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(saw) would lead them to their destruction. These were the lies that they spoke against the 
Prophet (saw) because of their animosity towards the Message that their Creator had sent to 
them through him (saw). These were the lies that they spoke because they did not want to 
worship and serve their Creator like He (swt) had created them to do. In these ayahs Allah (swt) 
destroys such lies and fabrications. In these ayahs Allah (swt) tells us the Truth of the words that 
the Prophet (saw) spoke. 

Allah (swt) says “And he does not speak on desire”. People who do not realize that 
their purpose in life is to worship and serve Allah (swt) speak on their desires. Whenever they 
speak it is because of something that they desire. They want something and they speak words 
from their tongue to satisfy their want. This is why most people speak, they speak for themselves. 
Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah that the Prophet (saw) is not like this. Look here at the language 
that Allah (swt) uses. Allah (swt) says that the Prophet (saw) does not speak at all on desire. This 
means that there is not even one word that the Prophet (saw) says which is based on desire. 
There is not even one breath that the Prophet (saw) breathes which is on desire. 

Why did the Prophet (saw) not speak on desire? He (saw) was among those who knew 
the purpose of his existence. The Prophet (saw) knew that he (saw) only lived to worship and 
serve Allah (swt) so everything that he (saw) said was to reach this goal. Every word that the 
Prophet (saw) spoke was to please His Lord. Every word that he (saw) spoke was only an act of 
worship and servitude to his (saw)’s Creator. This is why since the moment that he (saw) became 
the Messenger of Allah (swt) he (saw) did not even say one word that was for himself. Every word 
that the Prophet (saw) spoke was only to serve Allah (swt). Every word that he (saw) spoke was 
to serve the cause of establishing the Law of Allah (swt) on the earth and carrying the Message of 
Allah (swt) to mankind. This was the purpose and the reason behind every single word that the 
Prophet (saw) spoke. Can you even imagine this? The Prophet (saw) did not even say one word 
for himself but rather everything that he (saw) spoke was only for Allah (swt). So how pure and 
selfless and noble was he (saw)? 

So how dare then do the Quraysh chiefs accuse him (saw) of error and misguidance? 
How dare they tell the people that he (saw) calls them to their destruction? With his blessed 
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words the Prophet (saw) was calling the people to return to the purpose for which they were 
created. With his blessed words the Prophet (saw) was saving them from the Fire and guiding 
them to the Garden. With his blessed words the Prophet (saw) was showing them the way to 
Allah (swt). So how dare then do they say such evil about the words that the Prophet (saw) 
spoke? Did they not realize that these were not the words of misguidance but on the contrary 
they were the words of guidance? They were the words of the Messenger of Allah (swt). The 
words that call to Allah (swt). These words actually lead to the very opposite of what these fools 
said that they lead to. 

One lesson that we can take from this ayah is to ask ourselves how much are we 
following the example of the Prophet (saw) in this regard. When we speak do we speak to 
worship and serve our Creator or do we speak for ourselves? How many are the words that we 
speak without even thinking about Allah (swt)? How many are the words that we speak only to 
server our desires? How many are the words of evil that we speak when we backbite or slander 
our brothers and sisters or when we speak lies and falsehoods or when we speak what we know 
will hurt someone else? These are all words that we speak from our desires. We speak them only 
because it feels good for us to speak them. Even when we do not speak evil we still speak about 
frivolities and trivialities, words that in no way glorify Allah (swt) or further His cause in this world. 
Why can’t we be like the Prophet (saw) and speak only that which Allah (swt) is pleased with? 

Allah (swt) has told us thorough the Prophet (saw) that the believer should speak good 
or keep silent. This means that everything that we say must be part of our worship and servitude 
of Allah (swt). Everything that we say must only be to please Allah (swt). Everything that we say 
must help us to fulfill the mission that Allah (swt) has given us in this earth. So the next time that 
you want to move your tongue you should think about this ayah. Think about how your Lord and 
Master is describing the role model that He (swt) has ordered you to follow. Then think about 
each word that you are going to say before you say it. Ask yourself if this would be a word that 
Allah (swt) would be pleased with or not. Ask yourself if you are going to say this word for yourself 
or for your Lord. Ask yourself what is the benefit or the purpose that will be achieved with you 
speaking those words. Is that a benefit for Allah (swt) or for yourself? Insha Allah when we check 
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ourselves like this then we would only speak what is pleasing to Allah (swt) just like our beloved 
(saw) did. 

In the second of these two ayahs Allah (swt) says “It is not but a revelation that is 
revealed”. Notice first the negation followed by an affirmation. This is done for confirmation and 
emphasis. Allah (swt) is saying in this ayah that definitely and most surely the Prophet (saw) does 
not speak, meaning that he (saw) does not say a single word, except that it is a revelation 
revealed. Notice that even the word for revelation is repeated twice. This also is to emphasize 
and stress the point that the Prophet (saw) does not speak except that what he (saw) says is 
revelation from Allah (swt). Every single word that the Prophet (saw) says is only a revelation 
from Allah (swt). Can you even begin to understand the consequences of what this means? 

Thus the meaning that we see here is that every single word that comes out of the 
Prophet (saw)’s blessed mouth is from Allah (swt). This is the literal meaning of this ayah. But the 
literal meaning of this ayah is not correct. Not every single word that the Prophet (saw) spoke was 
from Allah (swt). The Prophet (saw) did speak some words from his (saw)’s own mind. For 
example once the Prophet (saw) was positioning the Muslim army at their stations for a battle that 
they were about to fight. Then a Sahabah came and asked the Prophet (saw) if the battle position 
which he (saw) had chosen was based on revelation from Allah (swt) or from his (saw)’s own 
mind. The Prophet (saw) replied and said that it was from his own mind. The Sahabah then told 
the Prophet (saw) about a better place in which to station the army. This is an example of words 
that the Prophet (saw) spoke from his own mind. But notice that even here the Prophet (saw)’s 
speech was not from his own desire but it was part of his worship and servitude of Allah (swt). 
Why was he (saw) out with the Muslims and engaging in battle? Why was he (saw) speaking to 
and assigning the Muslims to their battle stations? It was not for personal glory or wealth or power 
but rather it was only to establish the Law of Allah (swt) in the earth and to carry the Message of 
Allah (swt) to mankind. So even when the Prophet (saw) spoke words from his (saw)’s own mind, 
the objective behind those words was still to worship and serve Allah (swt). 

So then how do we know which of the words of the Prophet (saw) were revelation from 
Allah (swt) and which were from his (saw)’s own mind? We have to go back to the ayah. In the 
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ayah Allah (swt) clearly tells us that everything that the Prophet (saw) speaks is revelation. So we 
have to assume that everything that the Prophet (saw) has spoken is revelation unless there is a 
clear evidence to show that those words were not revelation. In the example that we cited above 
we have the Prophet (saw) himself telling the Sahabah that his words which he (saw) spoke when 
he (saw) arranged the troops for battle was not revelation. So here we have an exception to the 
general rule. Here we can say that these words were from the Prophet (saw)’s own mind and not 
from Allah (swt). But in general unless we have an evidence to show that certain words were from 
the Prophet (saw)’s own mind then we have to assume that those words were from Allah (swt). 
Because as the ayah tells us, he (saw) does not speak except that it is a revelation that is 
revealed. In essence Allah (swt) is telling us that we have to accept all that the Prophet (saw) 
tells us as revelation from Him (swt) unless there is evidence to the contrary. 

This knowledge that you have learned should give you a whole new perspective of 
looking at the Sunnah of the Prophet (saw). Now that you realize that everything that the Prophet 
(saw) speaks is from Allah (swt) does this then not give you a whole new way of looking at the 
hadith of the Prophet (saw)? Whenever you hear a hadith of the Prophet (saw) that you know is 
authentic then you can know that is indeed from Allah (swt). So for example when you hear the 
hadith where the Prophet (saw) says that you will receive a mansion in paradise if you pray 
twelve rakah of Sunnah a day then you have to believe that this hadith is really from Allah (swt). It 
is Allah (swt),your Creator and Sustainer and your Lord and Master, Who is promising you this 
mansion if only you would make these prayers. Does this knowledge not make you want to strive 
even harder to make these prayers? Does this knowledge not make you want to learn more about 
the hadith of the Prophet (saw) and implement them in your life? 

We have to remember that the Prophet (saw) is the Messenger of Allah (swt). He (saw) 
was the best of human beings but he (saw) was only a messenger. All that he (saw) did was that 
he (saw) brought us the Message from our Lord. He (saw) never added anything to this Message 
that was from his whims and desires. Rather he (saw) only conveyed to us what Allah (swt) told 
him (swt) to. The Prophet (saw) loved Allah (swt) and feared Allah (swt) more than anyone else. 
This is why he (saw) did not add anything at all to this Message. He (saw) only conveyed to us 
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what Allah (swt) revealed to him (saw). So this Message that we have today in the Quran and 
Sunnah is only from Allah (swt). This is the lesson that we have to take from this ayah. 

Thus this ayah is a powerful evidence as to why the Sunnah of the Prophet (saw) must 
be followed as much as the Quran. Although the Sunnah of the Prophet (saw) is not a linguistic 
miracle like the Quran is, it is still equal to the Quran as a source of legislation. This is because 
the Sunnah is also from Allah (swt) just like the Quran is and this ayah clearly proves this fact. So 
for the vast majority of hadith that you hear, and you are certain that the Prophet (saw) spoke 
these words, then you can know that these words are from Allah (swt). You should never think 
that these words are from the mind of the Prophet (saw) unless there is a clear evidence to 
indicate that they are. So all of the Sunnah is from Allah (swt) just like the Quran is and so all of 
the Sunnah needs to be followed by Muslims today. 

If we consider almost every word that the Prophet (saw) spoke as being revelation from 
Allah (swt) then think how vast this Din is. The Prophet (saw) was the Messenger of Allah (swt) 
for over twenty-three years. Just think as to how many words that he (saw) must have spoken in 
all that time. Not only that but the Sahabah were all around the Prophet (saw) to listen carefully to 
everything that he (saw) had to say and they carefully memorized all of his words for later 
generations. They knew that these words were from Allah (swt). They knew that these words 
were a guidance to show all mankind how to attain the purpose of their existence. Thus they 
carefully memorized and documented all of the words of the Prophet (saw). Not only did they 
listen intently to the words that he (saw) spoke but they also looked carefully at his (saw)’s 
actions. Every movement of a limb that he (saw) made. They also looked even to what he (saw) 
allowed to happen in his presence and what he (saw) did not allow to happen. They carefully 
memorized and preserved all of this. Then in later generations the great scholars of hadith 
documented and preserved these narrations of the Sahabah in the hadith books. So all of the 
hadith that are with us today is because of the promise of Allah (swt) to preserve this Din and the 
hard work and dedication of our scholars. Allah (swt) preserved this Din through the Sahabah and 
the great hadith scholars. So how many hadith of the Prophet (saw) do we have with us today? 
Millions upon millions. We all know the six hadith books but there are in reality hundreds of hadith 
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books and each of these books have thousands of hadith. So simply look here as to the ocean of 
guidance that we have in our Din. Each of these ahadith are from Allah (swt) and each of them 
are filled with wisdom and meaning. Each of them is one part of the guidance that shows the 
human being how he can fulfill the purpose of his creation. Each of them addresses a different 
aspect of our life in this world. 

Some people would say that Islam cannot be implemented today on a societal level 
because they claim that there are not enough laws in the Quran and Sunnah to address all of the 
situations that a state could face in today’s world. These people would say that sooner or later the 
human being needs to legislate laws for himself because the laws of Islam do not address every 
situation. They would say that the laws of Islam are limited and that they do not provide enough 
guidelines according to which the Islamic State can be built. The fools who think in such a way 
need to be reminded about how vast our Din is. They need to be reminded of this ayah. 

Everything that the Prophet (saw) spoke was revelation from Allah (swt) and so everything that he 
(saw) spoke is a guidance for us on how we can conduct the affairs of our nation. So if only they 
realize how many ahadith we have from the Prophet (saw) then they would see that we do indeed 
have all of the guidance that we need to build the Islamic State. In addition to the Sunnah of the 
Prophet (saw), there is also the consensus of the Sahabah and the analogical reasoning known 
as Qiyas. Through these methods of law derivation our scholars have been able to extract all of 
the laws that the Islamic State could ever need. Thus all of the laws of our society can be 
established either from the Quran or Sunnah or based upon the principles of the Quran and 
Sunnah. Then when that happens Insha Allah our society as a whole will submit to Allah (swt) just 
like we do. We always have to remember that this Din is from Allah (swt) and He (swt) has told us 
in other ayahs of the Quran that He (swt) has perfected and completed this Din for us. This 
means that this Din has the complete guidance for our nation as a whole as well as for the 
individual Muslims within our nation. So we see here the foolishness of those who say that you 
cannot build a society based on the Quran and Sunnah. The fools who make such baseless 
statements are completely ignorant as to the millions and millions of hadith that we have from the 
Prophet (saw) and they are unaware of how our scholars can derive an unlimited number of 


14 



rulings from these hadith. They think that the texts of Islam are only the Quran and Bukhari and 
Muslim. So we need to teach the people of the meaning of this ayah. We have to show the 
people how we have millions of ahadith from the Prophet (saw) to guide our community. We will 
never be lost if we hold fast to these sources of Light that our Lord has given us. 

This is why the enemies of this Message have an agenda to destroy the Sunnah of the 
Prophet (saw). They know that the vast majority of the laws in this Din are in the Sunnah and not 
in the Quran. The Quran establishes for us our beliefs and it gives us the most important of laws 
such as the obligations Salah and Zakat and the prohibitions of interest and adultery. But all the 
remaining laws, the vast majority of them, are in the Sunnah of the Prophet (saw). Allah (swt) 
established for us our Iman in the Quran and He (swt) guided our actions through the Sunnah. 
These fools know that they cannot touch the Quran, but they also know that the Quran by itself 
does not pose much of a threat to them. They know that Islam as an ideology and as a complete 
way of life has been established in the Sunnah. This is why they have an objective to destroy the 
Sunnah. They know that if they can destroy the Sunnah then they can destroy this entire Din. The 
way in which they try to destroy the Sunnah is by trying to convince the Muslims that the Sunnah 
is not from Allah (swt) but rather it is from the mind of the Prophet (saw). They say that the 
Sunnah is only the ijtihad or the personal reasoning of the Prophet (saw). They say this even 
when they know that it is not true. They know that if they can convince the Muslims that the 
Sunnah is not divine in origin then Muslims will no longer follow it without question. So they have 
a huge effort underway to convince the Muslims that the Sunnah is not on an equal level with the 
Quran and that the Sunnah is only the personal opinion of the Prophet (saw). In order to save 
ourselves from this corrupt thinking and in order to correct the understanding of the Muslims we 
have to memorize these two ayahs and know their meaning well. Insha Allah then we can show 
the people that the Sunnah is every bit from Allah (swt) as the Quran is. The Sunnah is a source 
of legislation that is equal to the Quran because it is also from Allah (swt). We have to show the 
people that just like we listen and obey to the commands of Allah (swt) in the ayahs of the Quran 
we also have to listed and obey to His (swt)’s commands that are in ahadith of the Prophet (saw). 
Thus when we find hadith commanding us to give bayah to the Khalifah or to keep a beard or we 
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find prohibitions of nationalism or wearing silk for men then we have to believe that these laws 
have come to us from Allah (swt) and not from the mind of the Prophet (saw). This ayah clearly 
proves this fact. So we see that obedience to the Prophet (saw) is really obedience to Allah (swt). 
This is the Truth that we must always remind ourselves of and teach others of as well. May Allah 
(swt) give us the enabling grace! May Allah (swt) give all Muslims the correct understanding of 
this ayah! May Allah (swt) save us from our enemies who want to destroy our Din! May Allah 
(swt) make us to realize that even the Sunnah of the Prophet (saw) is a revelation that has been 
revealed! 
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6.He has been taught by one mighty in power. 

In the previous ayahs Allah (swt) told us the reality of the words that the Prophet (saw) 
spoke. It was not from his (saw)’s own mind. It was not error and misguidance like the chiefs of 
Quraysh claimed. Rather it was a revelation that was revealed. Meaning that it was from the Lord 
and Master of the universe. Do you then realize what this means? This Message is not from the 
mind of some desert Arab but this Message is from the Creator of the universe. This is the truest 
of truths that the majority of mankind today is ignorant of. Allah (swt) emphasized again for us this 
Truth in the previous ayah. This Message is a revelation from Him (swt) and not from the mind of 
any man. The Prophet (saw) only spoke what the angel Gibreel (as) brought to him (as) from 
Allah (swt). This was the reality of this Message. 

Now in this ayah Allah (swt) addresses another lie that the enemies of this Message used 
to make. They used to say that this Quran was taught to the Prophet (saw) by devils. They used 
to tell the people that demons taught the Quran to the Prophet (saw). Of course these statements 
were all lies with not a drop of truth in them. These fools had never seen these devils that had 
supposedly taught the Prophet (saw), rather this was just something that they had made up in 
their minds to destroy this Message. They knew that this Message was a threat to their corrupt 
way of life so they spoke whatever lie that they could concoct in order to destroy it, in order to turn 
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the people away from it. They did not even realize that what they were saying was in fact the 
furthest from the Truth. They were just so desperate to destroy this Message that they simply said 
whatever it is that they thought would turn the people away from it. The enemies of this Message 
today who say that this Din is terror and evil are no different. Anyone who makes even the 
slightest of efforts to find out the truth will see how obvious and flagrant their lies are. In response 
to these lies that the Quraysh chiefs used to make, in this ayah Allah (swt) tells us of the reality of 
the one who has taught the Prophet (saw). Allah (swt) shows the Truth to destroy their falsehood. 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah “He has been taught by one mighty in power”. The 
scholars agree that the pronoun “He” in this ayah refers to the Prophet (saw), but there is some 
disagreement among the scholars about who the “one mighty in power” is referring to. Some 
scholars say that it refers to Allah (swt) Himself, but the majority of scholars including Mawdudi 
say that it refers to the archangel Gibreel (as). Gibreel (as) is the one who is mighty in power and 
it is he (as) who has taught the Prophet (saw) this Quran. Now of course Gibreel (as) did not 
teach the Prophet (saw) from his own mind but rather he (as) only taught the Prophet (saw) what 
Allah (swt) had taught him (as). So just like the Prophet (saw) he (as) was only a messenger. If 
we bear this fact in mind then we see that there is really no difference between these two 
opinions. Whatever Gibreel (as) taught the Prophet (saw) was from Allah (swt) anyway. 

Notice how Allah (swt) tells us that Gibreel (as)” taught” the Prophet (saw). This reminds 
us that this Din is knowledge. It is the knowledge that Gibreel (as) taught to the Prophet (saw). 
This should make us realize once again the importance of knowledge in this Din. What each of us 
has of this Din is our knowledge of it and the one who has more knowledge has more of this Din. 
This shows us how important knowledge is in our Din. There are even some who say that only 
the scholars and the people of knowledge will go to paradise. Because how can you correctly 
worship and serve Allah (swt) if you do not know how? How can you base your worship of Allah 
(swt) on your desires and what you feel like doing? How can you draw closer to Allah (swt) except 
through the knowledge of Him (swt) that you have in the Quran and Sunnah? Thus the 
importance of gaining knowledge in Islam cannot be stressed enough. We have to always 
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remember that what Gibreel (as) taught to the Prophet (saw) was knowledge. So our worship of 
Allah (swt) has to be based on knowledge. 

Many Muslims in the past forgot this fact that our worship of Allah (swt) must be based 
on knowledge. They forget that what Allah (swt) gave to Gibreel (as) was knowledge and what 
Gibreel (as) gave to the Prophet (saw) was knowledge and what the Prophet (saw) gave to us 
was knowledge. They ignored this knowledge that they had been given and they invented in their 
own minds the way to worship Allah (swt). That was when many innovations and foreign practices 
were introduced into the Din. The Prophet (saw) has clearly told us that every innovation is a 
misguidance and that every misguidance is in the Fire. So how can you ignore this hadith and this 
ayah and come up with your own way to worship Allah (swt)? We all know the horror stories of 
where deviant “Sufis” come together in a circle and just repeat some gibberish words to 
themselves again and again. Some of them even claimed that they could become “one with Allah 
(swt)” through deep mediation and renunciation of the world. There is no narration of the Prophet 
(saw) or the Sahabah ever conducting such a practice but it does bear striking similarity to certain 
Hindu and Buddhist rituals. So these people invented in their own minds the way to worship Allah 
(swt) or they borrowed rituals from other religions and twisted them to fit into Islam. They ignored 
the knowledge that Allah (swt) had given them through Gibreel (as) and the Prophet (saw). They 
knew about this knowledge but they chose to ignore it. They left this knowledge for the corrupt 
practices of the pagans and the heathens. Would Allah (swt) be pleased with such a people? In 
order to save ourselves from becoming like them we always have to remember that this Message 
is what Allah (swt) taught to Gibreel (as) and then what Gibreel (as) taught the Prophet (saw). So 
the way that we worship and serve Allah (swt) has to come from the Quran and Sunnah and not 
from our own minds. 

When we bear this fact in mind then we can see how important it is for us to study the 
Quran and Sunnah. Islam is this great knowledge that Gibreel (as) taught to the Prophet (saw). 
We have this knowledge with us today in the Quran and the Sunnah. The ayahs in the Quran and 
the hadith of the Sunnah are what Gibreel (as) taught to the Prophet (saw). A divine revelation 
from the kingdom of the heavens. You cannot even begin to understand the greatness and 
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majesty of it. So try your best to learn the Quran and the Sunnah. If you do not have the Arabic 
language then you should make an effort to learn that as well. Arabic is the key to understanding 
the sacred text. The Prophet (saw) has told us that excess in learning is better than excess in 
worship. This means that once you have performed all of your obligations in your worship, you 
would actually get more reward from Allah (swt) if you spent your time learning knowledge of this 
Din. So try to get closer to Allah (swt) by learning more about this Message that He (swt) has sent 
to you. Realize the greatness of this knowledge as you read this ayah to yourself again and 
again. It has been taught by one mighty in power. The greatness of this knowledge comes from 
the greatness of the One Who revealed it and the greatness of the one who brought it down from 
the heavens and the greatness of the one onto whom it was revealed. Allah (swt). Gibreel (as). 
The Prophet (saw). This is the path that this knowledge has taken in order to reach you. Do you 
now realize the greatness and magnitude of it? Do you realize how you must dedicate your life to 
learning it and teaching it to others? 

Once we realize how special this knowledge is then we must show the regard and 
respect for it that it deserves. So whenever we listen to an ayah of the Quran or a hadith of the 
Prophet (saw) then we have to always remember where this knowledge is coming from. This 
knowledge is coming from the Creator and Sustainer of the universe. This knowledge is what 
guides mankind to fulfill the purpose of their existence. So we have to always show regard for this 
knowledge. Try to always be in a state of wudu when you learn this knowledge and especially 
when you teach it to others. Try to make sure that your clothes and your environment are clean 
and that you are not bothered by the distractions of this world. But most of all have that 
humbleness and reverence for this knowledge that it deserves. 

We can also note in this ayah how Allah (swt) describes Gibreel (as) as “one mighty in 
power”. There are many levels to the strength of Gibreel (as). On the one hand he himself (as) is 
an extremely powerful creature. The Prophet (saw) has told us that Gibreel (as) has over six 
hundred wings and that if he (as) were to unfold just two of them then they would stretch from one 
end of the horizon to another. Can you then imagine how awesome a creature he (as) must be? 
Can you imagine how much power he (as) must have? Gibreel (as) could probably destroy the 
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largest of cities in the world simply by lifting the entire city up on one of his wings and then 
dropping it down. Such the power of this awesome creature. But remember that his greatness 
comes only from the Greatness of Allah (swt), he (as) is only a dedicated slave of Allah (swt). So 
even though Gibreel (as) is extremely powerful, all of our reverence and awe should still be only 
for Allah (swt). Even the angels do not compare to the Majestic and the Sublime. 

Gibreel (as) is not only strong in physical strength but he (as) is also strong in mind. This 
means that he (as) is very knowledgeable about the affairs of the universe. He (as) knows much 
more than any human ever has or ever will. Of course his knowledge does not even come close 
to the Knowledge of Allah (swt), but Allah (swt) taught him (as) much more than He (swt) did His 
other servants. Not only does Gibreel (as) have knowledge of all of the affairs of this world but he 
also has knowledge of the Din. He (as) has knowledge of the Quran and knowledge of all of the 
laws of this Din. He (as) is the one who taught the Prophet (saw) this Quran and he (as) taught 
the Prophet (saw) all of the rules of this Din. For example we all know the famous incident where 
Gibreel (as) came down and taught the Prophet (saw) how to pray and how to make ablution for 
prayer. Only one who is possessed of great knowledge and who is strong in that knowledge could 
have taught this entire Din to the Prophet (saw). 

So the Quraysh chiefs were saying that demons taught the Prophet (saw). In this ayah 
Allah (swt) showed us how wrong they were. Allah (swt) showed us who it was who had truly 
taught the Prophet (saw). How different is this noble angel from a demon or a devil? So how 
unjust and untrue were these lies that they spoke against this Message that came to guide them 
to their Creator? Can you understand now how evil these people are? How evil are a people who 
speak lies such as these against a Message they know has come to them from their Lord? May 
Allah (swt) save us from ever becoming like them! 
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7. Dhu Mirrah, then he settled. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to describe Gibreel (as). Recall in the previous ayah 
how Allah (swt) had reminded us that it was Gibreel (as) who had taught this Quran to the 
Prophet (saw). By telling this to us Allah (swt) showed us how wrong were those who said that 
the Prophet (saw) spoke from his own mind and how wrong were those who said that he (saw) 
was taught by demons. Allah (swt) showed us in the previous ayah how it was no demon that had 
taught the Prophet (saw) but rather it was Gibreel (as). Allah (swt) showed us how Gibreel (as) is 
one who was mighty in power meaning that he (as) was strong both physically and strong in the 
mind. Is there any other creature that can destroy an entire city with just one wing? Is there any 
other creature that can bring down a revelation like the Quran down from seven heavens high 
and recite it with perfection into the heart of the Prophet (saw)? Is there any other creature that 
can teach us this Din in all its vastness? This should show you how awesome of a creation 
Gibreel (as) is and it should also show you the greatness of this Message because his purpose 
was to bring this Message to you. Gibreel (as) is the leader of the angels and the greatest of the 
angels. The most important task that he (as) had is to bring this Message to you. Do you then 
realize the importance of this Message? How then can you turn away from this Message while 
still knowing that it was such a noble and great angel that it brought it to you? 

Allah (swt) describes Gibreel (as) in this ayah by telling us how he (as) is “Dhu Mirrah”. 
These are several meanings given by this phrase. The first meaning is that Gibreel (as) is of 
sound body and mind. This means that he (as) does not have any problems either physically or 
mentally. The Quraysh chiefs said that what the Prophet (saw) brought was misguidance. They 
said that he (saw) was taught by devils. Devils who taught error and misguidance. In this ayah 
Allah (swt) shows us once again how wrong they are. Allah (swt) shows us how the one who 
taught the Prophet (saw) was not in any way misguided nor was he lost or confused. He was not 
a devil or in any way evil. Rather what these chiefs spoke were the worst of lies and fabrications. 



Gibreel (as) was of sound mind. Not only was Gibreel (as) of sound mind, but he (as) 
was also much more aware of the reality of this universe than those fools were. Gibreel (as) knew 
the purpose of his creation. He (as) had knowledge of the Divine. He (as) knew that he (as) 
existed only to worship and serve Allah (swt). He (as) knew what was the right thing to do for 
every moment of his (as)’s life, can these fools say the same about themselves? They had 
completely forgotten the purpose of their existence. They were lost in error and misguidance. 
Despite this they dared to accuse Gibreel (as) of bringing error and misguidance. Allah (swt) 
describes Gibreel (as) in this ayah as being sound of mind, so how then can he (as) ever teach 
misguidance? How could he (as) ever be lost or in error? 

In addition to being of sound mind, Gibreel (as) is also of sound body. Actually the ayah 
gives a much stronger meaning than Gibreel (as) simply being of sound body. It gives the 
meaning of Gibreel (as) being a creature of beauty and magnificence. Gibreel (as) is without 
doubt one of the most beautiful and one of the grandest of all of Allah (swt)’s creation. Since we 
have never seen him (as), we can never imagine his beauty and majesty. But the ayah gives the 
meaning that he (as) is one of the most beautiful and majestic of all of Allah (swt)’s creation. 

Once again the purity of Gibreel (as) as a person, being of sound body and mind shows 
the purity of the Message that he (as) brought. This is one of the lessons that we can take from 
this ayah for our lives today. This is because today just like at the time of the Prophet (swt) the 
enemies of this Message are bringing so many falsehoods and lies against this Message. They 
are trying to show the people that this Message is evil. They are trying to convince the people that 
this Message brings terror and violence. That it brings oppression and injustice. But then when 
we think about the noble angel who brought down this Message we should realize how far what 
they are saying is from the Truth. Think about Gibreel (as). He (as) was a creature of pure light. 

He (as) had no flaws or blemishes on his body. In fact his body was so beautiful and majestic that 
his true magnificence is beyond our imagination and understanding. We just have to believe that 
he (as) is even grander than whatever image our minds can imagine. His heart was even more 
pure than his body. As we mentioned Gibreel (as) was one of the few who knew the purpose of 
his existence and for every moment he (as) fulfilled that purpose. For every moment he (as) was 
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in a state of worship and servitude to Allah (swt). He (as) did not care for himself at all but rather 
he (as) only existed to serve his Lord and Master. Even though he (as) was so powerful and even 
though he (as) was so majestic, he (as) did not even have a drop of arrogance in his heart. So 
how then can such a noble creature bring a Message of terror and violence? How could such a 
noble creature bring a Message of oppression and injustice? It is impossible. So if only we even 
realized how noble of a creature that Gibreel (as) was, then we would see how all that they speak 
about this Message is nothing but lies. 

In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says “then he settled”. This part of the ayah is 
actually telling us about an incident that happened during the life of the Prophet (saw). It is telling 
us about the time in which the Prophet (saw) saw Gibreel (as) in his (as)’s true form as Allah (swt) 
had created him (as). This happened some months after the Prophet (saw) first became the 
Messenger of Allah (swt). During this period there was a time in which the revelation ceased for 
some time. So for an extended period of time there was no revelation that came down to the 
Prophet (saw). When this happened the Prophet (saw) became so grieved because he (saw) 
thought that he (saw) had angered Allah (swt) in some way. He (saw) thought that Allah (swt) 
would not send him (saw) anymore of the Quran because he (saw) had done something wrong. 
See how much the Prophet (saw) had fallen in love with the Quran even at that early stage of the 
Prophethood. The Prophet (saw) was so sad that one day he (saw) decided to commit suicide. 
This was before suicide was clearly forbidden. The Prophet (saw) decided to go and throw 
himself (saw) from a mountaintop. As the Prophet (saw) was climbing the mountain, he (saw) 
heard a voice telling him (saw) that he (saw) was the Messenger of Allah. Then when he (saw) 
looked up he (saw) beheld Gibreel (as) in his true form as Allah (swt) had created him (as). The 
form of Gibreel (as) stretched from one horizon to another. As Allah (swt) says in this ayah 
Gibreel (as) had settled in the sky. The Prophet (saw) could clearly see him (as). Can you 
imagine what a sight it must have been? Can you imagine seeing this angel who has six hundred 
wings and his wings stretch from one end of the horizon to another? The Prophet (saw) probably 
did not even see any part of the sky when he (saw) looked up. All that the Prophet (saw) saw was 
Gibreel (as) and he (as) covered the sky from one end of it to another. Can you imagine how 


23 



tremendous this vision must have been? In fact so awesome was this sight for the Prophet (saw) 
that he (saw) fell down unconscious. Imagine what you would have done if you had seen such a 
sight. Do you think that you would even be alive? Once again the greatness and majesty of 
Gibreel (as) should remind us of the greatness of this Message that he (as) brought to us from 
Allah (swt). Think of this noble messenger though which Allah (swt) sent His (swt)’s Message to 
you and then ask yourself how much you are living by this Message in your life. When you realize 
that so noble an angel brought this Message to you then how can you live in heedless to it? This 
Message is not a joke but it is a revelation from the Lord and Master of the universe. When will 
you realize this fact? May Allah (swt) help us all to come to this realization! May Allah (swt) help 
us to realize the greatness of this Message! May Allah (swt) allow us to live this Message in every 
moment of our lives! 



8. And he was at the highest horizon. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us about the encounter that the Prophet (saw) had 
with Gibreel (as). Allah (swt) told us how he (saw) saw Gibreel (as) in his true form. In this ayah 
Allah (swt) continues to describe for us that encounter. One of the many benefits that we can take 
from these ayahs is to remind ourselves that this was the reality that our beloved Prophet (saw) 
lived. He (saw) was the Messenger of Allah. He (saw) did indeed have this magnificent encounter 
with this angel. This should serve to remind us once again who the Prophet (saw) was. He (saw) 
was our connection with the Divine. He (saw) was the one who brought to us the purpose of our 
existence. What then should be your relationship with this man? If you could only have been 
there when this happened to the Prophet (saw) then you would realize the weightiness of this 
Message and the importance that it deserves in your life. He (saw) was one who witnessed and 
experienced things that most of us cannot even imagine. He (saw) had a connection with the 
Real and the True that no one else in the creation, whether jinn or human, ever had. 
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Allah (swt) says in this ayah “And he was at the highest horizon”. This describes where 
Gibreel (as) was when the Prophet (saw) saw him (as). Gibreel (as) was at the highest horizon. 
The scholars say that this is the point in the sky from which the sun rises. It was at this point in 
the sky that the Prophet (saw) saw Gibreel (as) in his true form. Once again just try to picture this 
encounter in your mind. Can you imagine yourself in the Prophet (saw)’s shoes at that moment? 
Can you picture yourself on that mountaintop looking at that angel? An angel that was so huge 
that he filled every portion of the sky above you. Even though Gibreel (as) was at the highest 
point in the sky, he (as) was so large that his form filled the entire sky. Just imagine looking up 
and seeing this gigantic angel who fills every part of the sky that you can see. How vast is the 
sky from one end to the other? How large then must Gibreel (as) be? Such was the greatness 
and the majesty of this tremendous creature that our beloved (saw) saw on that day. The 
greatness and majesty of Gibreel (as) should remind us of the Greatness and Majesty of Allah 
(swt) because he (as) is only the humble slave of Allah (swt). How Majestic and Great should 
Allah (swt) BE if such a creature is His (swt)’s dedicated servant? 

Also notice in the ayah how Allah (swt) uses the Arabic word bi instead of the word fi to 
describe Gibreel (as)’s position in relation to the highest horizon. This shows us that Gibreel (as) 
was not “in” the horizon but rather he (as) was “at” the horizon or “with” the horizon. This should 
once again give us some sense of the awesome size of Gibreel (as). How tremendous must he 
(as) have been if even the vastness of the horizon was not enough to contain him (as)? Is there 
any creature that we know which is so large that even the width of the sky cannot contain it? Of 
course not. Gibreel (as) is larger than any creature that has ever walked on the face of this earth. 
Such was the magnificent creature that our beloved (saw) beheld with his own eyes on that day. 
This shows us that the Prophet (saw) saw a reality on that day which most of us cannot even 
imagine. This is because of who the Prophet (saw) was. He (saw) was the Messenger of Allah. 
What then should be your relationship with him (saw)? 

Now of course no one else saw Gibreel (as) on that day beside the Prophet (saw). If 
anyone else had looked at the sky at that moment they would only have seen the blue sky and 
perhaps some clouds. They would not have seen this magnificent angel that our beloved (saw) 
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saw. So Allah (swt) is showing us here that the Prophet (saw) perceived a reality that the rest of 
mankind was ignorant of. The Prophet (saw) saw the truth that all of us are heedless of. We are 
all living in a dream world. There is a reality that lies beyond this world which we do not see. We 
are veiled from this reality but Allah (swt) is showing us here that the Prophet (saw) was not. He 
(saw) saw this reality that we did not. When he (saw) saw that awesome angel with his own 
blessed eyes then he (saw) saw the reality that we are blind to. 

So we see from this encounter that the Prophet (saw) had with Gibreel (as) that he (saw) 
is connected to the true reality that we are heedless of. Once we realize this fact then we have to 
ask ourselves once again as to what should be our relationship with this man. We should realize 
that the Prophet (saw) was not a simple person like you and me. He (saw) perceived a reality that 
all of us are ignorant of. He (saw) saw a world that all of us are blinded towards. So our 
relationship with him (saw) must be based on our realization of this fact. He (saw) was truly the 
Messenger of Allah so he (saw) needs to be followed without hesitation and he (saw) needs to be 
obeyed without question. Allah (swt), our Creator and Sustainer, send him (saw) as the model to 
emulate in everything that we do. So the way that we pray to Allah (swt) must be based on his 
example. The way that we deal with our family and friends must be based on his example. The 
way that do business must be based on his example. Even the government that we are content 
living under must be following his example. How can you know what you know about the Prophet 
(saw) and still turn away from his (saw)’s Sunnah? When you realize the kind of person that he 
(saw) was why then do you not want to emulate him (saw) in everything that you do? May Allah 
(swt) help all Muslims to realize who the Prophet (saw) truly was and may He (swt) give us all the 
enabling grace to follow him (saw) in everything that we do! 
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9. Then he drew near then he came (even) closer. 
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10. Then he was as close as two bows, or even closer. 

In these two ayahs Allah (swt) continues to tell us what happened when the Prophet 
(saw) saw Gibreel (as) in his true form. Recall from the previous ayah how Gibreel (as) had 
appeared before the Prophet (saw) on the highest horizon. The Prophet (saw) saw Gibreel (as) 
as Allah (swt) had created him (as). In his true form as an angel with six hundred wings who filled 
the sky from one end of it to the other. We said that when the Prophet (saw) saw Gibreel (as) in 
this way it was such a tremendous vision that he (saw) then feel down unconscious. In these two 
ayahs Allah (swt) tells us what happened after that. 

In the first ayah Allah (swt) tells us how Gibreel (as) drew closer and closer to the 
Prophet (saw). This means that from all the way high up on the highest horizon where he (as) 
was, Gibreel (as) then descended down towards the unconscious body of the Prophet (saw). The 
angel came down close and closer. Then in the next ayah Allah (swt) tells us that Gibreel (as) 
was so close that was he (as) only the distance of two bows. This is an expression in Arabic to 
denote extreme nearness or closeness. It can be used to give the meaning of the actual physical 
closeness between two people or it can be used to show how they are close in love and 
friendship. Thus in this ayah Allah (swt) is telling us how Gibreel (as) came extremely close to the 
Prophet (saw) at that moment and Allah (swt) is also showing us how Gibreel (as) and the 
Prophet (saw) were close in love and friendship. Some narrations say that Gibreel (as) changed 
into human form before he (as) approached the Prophet (saw). So when the Prophet (saw) 
opened his blessed eyes he (saw) saw Gibreel (as) as a man and he (as) was wiping the sand off 
the Prophet (saw)’s blessed face. 



One lesson that we can take from this ayah is to see the extreme closeness that existed 
between the Prophet (saw) and Gibreel (as). Here is this magnificent creature from the heavens 
above and he (as) has descended closer and closer to our beloved (saw). How special a person 
must the Prophet (saw) have been to enjoy the company and the closeness of this noble angel? 
To who else would an angel reveal himself in this way and to who else would an angel descend 
to in this way? To only the Messenger of Allah (swt). To only someone whose heart is given 
completely to Allah (swt). Only such a person would Gibreel (as) love and only such a person 
would Gibreel (as) be this close to. So once again this shows how the Prophet (saw) deserves 
our unquestioned obedience because he (saw) had this special connection with the divine world. 
When you know that this man has seen what he has seen then how can you turn away form him? 
Now that you realize who the Prophet (saw) is this realization should result in you striving harder 
and harder to follow him (saw). What else can be your relationship with someone who even the 
angels were so close to? 

These ayahs also show us the extreme love that Gibreel (as) had for the Prophet (saw) 
and consequently the love that Allah (swt) had for him (saw) as well. If Allah (swt), the Lord and 
Master of this universe, and Gibreel (as) this noble and magnificent angel could have such love 
for the Prophet (saw) then how much should you love him (saw)? The Prophet (saw) did not do 
anything for Allah (swt) and Gibreel (as) and still they loved him (saw). This is because they knew 
what a noble human being that he (saw) was. They knew the perfection of his character. They 
knew the purity of his heart. So they loved him (saw) only because of who he (saw) was. How 
much more then should you love him (saw)? Look at all that the Prophet (saw) has done for you. 
Look at how he (saw) struggled, and strived, and sacrificed for you. The Prophet (saw) could 
have had the most comfortable life in Makkah. He (saw) had a good wife and a good family. But 
he (saw) chose to leave that life behind when he (saw) accepted this mission that Allah (swt) 
gave to him (saw). He (saw) chose to be Allah (swt)’s Messenger. He (saw) chose this mission so 
that you could be guided to garden and so that you could be saved from the Fire. He (saw) chose 
this mission so that you can know how to worship and serve your Creator. So that you can be 
shown how to live your life. So that you can have peace and tranquility in this life. So that you can 
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know your Creator, so that you could know where you came from and so that you can know 
where you are going after you die. So that you can know the purpose of your existence. This is 
what the Prophet (saw) did for you. He (saw) gave away everything only so that you could have 
this. How much should you love him (saw)? May Allah (swt) allow us to love the Prophet (saw) as 
he (saw) should be loved! May Allah (swt) allow us to love the Prophet (saw) as He (swt) and 
Gibreel (as) loved him (saw)! May Allah (swt) allow our love for the Prophet (saw) to translate into 
actions following his (saw)’s Sunnah! 

Now what does it mean to follow the Sunnah. What does it mean to follow in the 
footsteps of the Prophet (saw)? Does it simply mean wearing certain kind of clothes, and keeping 
a long beard? Is it simply in our character and the way that we behave? Is this all that following 
the Prophet (saw) entails? What does it mean to show our love for the Prophet (saw)? Is it just in 
singing songs about him (saw) and composing poems about him (saw)? Is this all that there is to 
showing our love for him (saw)? If this is what we think then we are seriously mistaken. To show 
our love for the Prophet (saw), to follow his (saw)’ Sunnah, to be worthy of him (saw), we have to 
do much more than this. We have live our life for what he (saw) lived. Ever since Gibreel (as) first 
visited the Prophet (saw) in the cave, he (saw) realized that he (saw) had been charged with a 
mission. A mission to establish Allah (swt)’s Law on the earth and to make certain that all 
mankind properly received the Message from Him (swt). The Prophet (saw) began this mission, 
and he (saw) spent his whole life for this mission, then he (saw) left it to his (saw)’s Ummah to 
complete it for him (saw). What better way then to show our love for him (saw), what better way to 
follow him (saw), what better way to make ourselves worthy of him (saw), than continuing on this 
mission for him (saw)? The need for this today is more desperate than ever. Unfortunately today 
the enemies of this Message have undone much of what the Prophet (saw) and the Sahabah 
gave their lives to do. They have dismantled the Islamic State, and as a consequence of this 
today for the first time ever Muslims are living without the Law of Allah (swt) and the Message of 
Allah (swt) is not being carried to mankind the way that it should. How pressing then is the need 
for us to take up this mission? How can we claim that we love the Prophet (saw) and then not 
make this effort? May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace! All success is only from Him (swt)! 
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11. Then He revealed to His servant what He revealed. 

In the previous ayahs how Allah (swt) told us about the time when the Prophet (saw) was 
distressed because the revelation had ceased coming for a while. He (saw) thought that perhaps 
he (saw) had done something wrong to make the revelation stop coming. He (saw) thought that 
perhaps he (saw) had angered Allah (swt) in some way. Once again we can see how much the 
Prophet (saw) was in love with the Quran and how much he (saw) was aware of his responsibility 
as the Messenger of Allah (swt). Just the thought that he (saw) may have done something to 
make the revelation cease caused the Prophet (saw) so much distress. Do we as his (saw)’ 
successors in this dawah have the same concern for this Message and its propagation and its 
establishment? We discussed how the Prophet (saw) was even going to commit suicide because 
of the extreme grief that he (saw) felt. How much shame must then we feel since we are walking 
away from this responsibility of dawah? 

So we saw in the previous ayah how the Prophet (saw) was so distressed that he (saw) 
decided to throw himself off the mountain. Then as he (saw) was climbing the mountain that was 
when he (saw) heard a voice reminding him (saw) that he (saw) was indeed the Messenger of 
Allah (swt). This voice was none other than Gibreel (as). The archangel. The leader of all of the 
angels. The Prophet (saw) beheld this magnificent creature at that moment in his true form. So 
powerful and so tremendous was the vision that the Prophet (saw) saw before him (saw) at that 
moment that he (saw) fell unconscious. That was when Gibreel (as) descended down from the 
highest horizon to where the Prophet (saw) lay. From high up in the sky Gibreel (as) descended 
down towards the Prophet (saw), he came close and closer to our beloved (saw) until he (as) was 
the distance of only two bows or even closer. Then Gibreel (as) changed into human form and 
then he (as) wiped the dust from the face of the Prophet (saw). Then when the Prophet (saw) was 
conscious again, Gibreel (as) gave him (saw) the revelation from Allah (swt). Remember that the 
Prophet (saw) was in this state of desperation because he (saw) was distraught that the 
revelation had stopped. In this ayah Allah (swt) shows us how the revelation resumed. 
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Allah (swt) says in this ayah “Then He revealed onto His servant what He revealed”. 

Allah (swt) is showing us here how it was at that moment that the Prophet (saw) received the 
revelation once again. The pronoun “He” refers to Allah (swt) and the title “His servant” refers to 
the Prophet (saw). At that moment Allah (swt) revealed more of the Quran to the Prophet (saw). 
Some narrations tell us that it was Surah Ad-Duha and Surah AI-lnshiqaq\Ua\ Allah (swt) 
revealed to the Prophet (saw) at that moment. These are two short Surahs that were revealed to 
comfort the heart of the Prophet (saw). To remind him (saw) that he (saw) was indeed the 
Messenger of Allah (swt), and to remind him (saw) of all of the favors and gifts that Allah (swt) 
had given him (saw), and to remind him (saw) that he (saw) needed to strive hard at every 
moment in this dawah. 

One lesson that we can take from this ayah is to see once again that this was the reality 
of the Prophet (saw). He (saw) was not a normal human being like you and me. He (saw) was a 
human who received revelation from the Divine. So whenever we hear an ayah of the Quran or a 
hadith of the Prophet (saw) we have to bear this fact in mind. We have to tell ourselves that these 
are not the words of a normal human being. These are not the words of a man. These words are 
part of a Message that our Creator and our Sustainer has sent to us. This Message is a revelation 
from Him (swt). The One Who created us and the universe around us. The One Who is sustaining 
us and the universe around us at every moment that passes. The One to Whom we will all soon 
return. The Perfect One. The Pure One. The Majestic One. The Powerful. The All-Knowing. This 
Message is a revelation from Him (swt). As Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah it was He (swt) that 
has revealed onto His servant what He (swt) revealed. Gibreel (as) and the Prophet (saw) were 
but messengers. They only brought you the Message. But ultimately this is Message is from your 
Lord and Master. This is a fact that you must always bear in mind. Once you realize this fact then 
what should be your attitude towards this Message that your Creator has sent you. Can you take 
it merely as a joke? Can it be something that you only look to in your spare time? Can it be 
something that you only remember when you make your Salah? Or must this be a Message that 
you refer to and live by for every moment of your life? Read to yourself this ayah again and again. 
Remind yourself of where it is from. 
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12. The heart did not lie in what he saw. 
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In the previous ayahs Allah (swt) told us about the time in which He (swt) revealed Surah 
Ad-Duha and Surah Al-lnshiqaq to the Prophet (saw). It was a magnificent event in which the 
Prophet (saw) came face to face with Gibreel (as) himself in his true form as Allah (swt) had 
created him. So awesome was this vision that the Prophet (saw) before him. Now Allah (swt) tells 
us about this event in these ayahs of the Quran. When the people heard these ayahs some of 
them may have wondered if this truly happened to the Prophet (saw). Did the Prophet (saw) really 
see this awesome angel who was so tremendous that he stretched from one end of the horizon to 
another? Did the Prophet (saw) truly see this? Or was this a figment of the imagination? Perhaps 
he (saw) was hallucinating? Maybe he (saw) was delusional? Maybe he (saw) was possessed by 
spirits and demons? These are the thoughts that might race through the minds of some people. 
Allah (swt) Knows that they would have such thoughts and He (swt) Knows that you would have 
such thoughts and that is why He (swt) revealed this ayah. 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah “The heart did not lie in what he saw”. Here Allah (swt) 
tells us plainly and simply that what the Prophet (saw) saw was indeed real. It was not a figment 
of the imagination or a delusion or a hallucination. He (saw) was not possessed by spirits or 
demons nor was he (saw) dreaming nor did he (saw) have any kind of illness in the mind or 
weakness of the senses. The Prophet (saw) did indeed see Gibreel (as) in his true form on that 
day. The heart is where comprehension and realization occurs. When you sense something with 
your eyes, you perceive and realize the reality of it in your heart. Here Allah (swt) brings us our 
attention to the heart of the Prophet (saw). Allah (swt) tells us how his (saw)’s heart did not lie in 
what he (saw) saw. Meaning the vision that he (saw) beheld was not an illusion in the heart of the 
Prophet (saw). This is an actual reality that he (saw) saw. Just like you can see your hand in front 
of you right now, the Prophet (saw) saw this awesome angel in his true form on that day. It was 
not a lie, that his heart, his imagination told him (saw). Rather this was something that he (saw) 
himself saw. How then could he (saw) have any doubts? 
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This ayah completely destroys whatever the enemies of this Message may say about the 
Prophet (saw) being delusional or senile or suffering from some form of mental illness. Such lies 
were spoken by the enemies of Allah (swt) at the time of the Prophet (saw) as they are being 
spoken today. These people know that what they are saying is not true but they are saying it 
anyway because they want to destroy this Message. They know that this Message poses a threat 
to their corrupt way of life and to their unjust world order. They know that if it gains dominance in 
the land then it will take the power away from them and return it to Allah (swt). That is why they 
will say anything to destroy this Message. They will say anything to prevent the people from 
accepting this Message. They want to fool the simple-minded and ignorant among the people 
with such lies. Lies that dare to claim that the Prophet (saw) was not the Messenger. Anyone who 
has even a little bit of knowledge will see how false their claims are. 

Before the Prophet (saw) became the Messenger of Allah (swt) he (saw) was known 
throughout his people as the most honest and righteous among them. This was why it was 
difficult for them to accuse the Prophet (saw) of lying and deception. They knew that no one 
would believe them if they claimed this. The Prophet (saw) is not the kind of person who would 
lie. Especially not about Allah (swt). His (saw)’s whole life testified to this fact. So the best that 
they could say was that he (saw) was delusional or that he (saw) was possessed by spirits. They 
said that the Prophet (saw) really did believe that he (saw) witnessed all of this, but according to 
them it was all a hallucination. Either he (saw) was sick or he (saw) was possessed. This same 
statement is spoken by the Orientalists and the enemies of this Message today. They also cannot 
say that the Prophet (saw) was a charlatan or a trickster. His (saw)’s entire life and even his 
personality is a testament to this fact. So they say that he (saw) had some mental illness where 
he (saw) thought that he (saw) beheld this angel and received this revelation. They say that it was 
all in his head. This is what they claim. This is the best that they could do. This is their excuse for 
not accepting this Message. 

. There are several reasons why such claims are false. First and foremost is because the 
Prophet (saw) came with a Miracle when he (saw) brought to us the Quran. This is a Quran that 
those who were the best in the Arabic language could not even reproduce a small portion of. This 
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is a Quran that has not been matched in the last fifteen hundred years despite the fact that the 
best minds have attempted to. This is a Quran that even the enemies of this Message plainly 
admitted could not have been composed by a human being. Now can a man who was senile or 
delusional or sick in the mind produce such a Quran which all of mankind after him could not 
even match a small portion of? 

Another reason for the falsehood of their claims can be seen if we would only study the 
life of the Prophet (saw) before he (saw) was given this Message. For forty years of his life the 
Prophet (saw) lived as a normal human being, he (saw) did not display any signs of mental illness 
or insanity. Not only did the Prophet (saw) live a normal life he (saw) even had a very successful 
life. We know that he (saw) grew up as an orphan without a mother or a father. His uncle who 
looked after him (saw) was poor and he had many children of his own to take care of. So from his 
youth the Prophet (saw) had to look after himself. Despite this fact the Prophet (saw) proved to be 
very successful as a merchant and businessman. The Prophet (saw) gained much success 
through trading and he (saw) built a life for himself despite the fact he (saw) was never known for 
cheating the people or being dishonest in any way. The Prophet (saw) was successful and he 
(saw) became known as the most honest and righteous of men in all of Makkah, perhaps in all of 
Arabia. Now does this sound to you like someone who is senile or who has some kind of mental 
illness? Most people who have mental illnesses are traumatized by their illness for their whole 
lives. They always have this problem and it prevents them from being successful in life. It 
prevents them from even making a life for themselves. Instead of looking after others they need 
others to look after them. Does this sound to you like the Prophet (saw)? A man who not only 
looked after himself and his own family, but he (saw) also helped his uncle to take care of his 
family as well. Does this sound to you like a madman? 

Another evidence for the falsehoods of their claims can be seen if we look at the 
Message that the Prophet (saw) brought. First there was the Quran. This is a Book that 
completely transformed the people who learned it and lived by it. This Quran created people who 
were willing to sacrifice everything that they had for the sake of Allah (swt). They dedicated their 
lives to worshipping and serving Allah (swt). These were a people whose hearts were attached to 
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Allah (swt) and they were willing to do anything only to please Him (swt). They would put 
themselves through unimaginable torture, they would give up all of their wealth and their 
pleasures, they would strive hard day and night for the propagation and the establishment of this 
Message. They became such human beings that they no longer cared for themselves. They only 
cared for Allah (swt) and pleasing Him (swt). These were the kind of people that the Quran 
created. Could such a Book have been written by a madman? 

Then there was the Din that the Prophet (saw) established. The Islamic State was without 
a doubt the most successful civilization that mankind has ever known. Never in the history of man 
has there been a society which enjoyed success and progress on all levels. Not only on the levels 
of material advancements and technology but also on the affairs of the society and the well being 
of the people. Without a doubt the West has progressed much in terms of material advancements 
and technology, but how are the majority of the people living in the world today? Are the majority 
of the people in the world today content with what they have? Do all of the people today have 
peace and tranquility in their hearts? Has all of this material advancements brought to them true 
happiness and contentment? What about all of the poverty, oppression and suffering that the 
world is seeing today? Is this not because of the world order that the West has created? The 
unjust world order where the elite have everything and the masses have nothing. This is a world 
order that is built upon Capitalism. A way of life where the human being believes that his purpose 
in life is to acquire as much of this world as possible and to satisfy himself as much as possible. 
He does not care for the needs of others. He does not care for his responsibility to worship and 
serve his Creator. He only cares about satisfying himself as much as possible. He only cares 
about gaining as much of this world for himself as possible. This is the way of life and the way of 
thinking that is promoted in the world today. This is the way of life that they are fighting all over 
the world to establish. Their powerful military is being used to establish this way of life all over the 
world. Is it then any surprise that you see so many people in this world who live in poverty and at 
the same time you see people who have much more than they need? You see people whose 
hearts are so empty. People who try to find contentment by consuming more and more of this 
world but who only find misery and depression. So although the West has progressed through 
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technology and industry, it has done little to create an ideal society for mankind to live in. The 
Prophet (saw) on the other hand, the one who they are calling a madman, did bring such a 
society and this society was the Islamic State. The Islamic State or the Khilafah creates a society 
where the human being is taught that his purpose in life is to worship and serve Allah (swt). Part 
of his worship and servitude of Allah (swt) is that he strives to look after others. This was why 
there was a time in the history of the Islamic State when all of the people were taken care of to 
such an extent that the Khalifah could not find anyone to pay the Zakat to. There were no poor 
people in the State who the Zakat could be paid to. This was a State that existed to take care of 
all of the people. In addition to this crimes such as rape and murder were unheard of in the 
Islamic State. More than the authorities and the government, the people feared their Creator Who 
they knew was always Seeing them. The people had been brought up from a young age to 
remember Allah (swt) and so they were always thinking about Him (swt). This is why if you look 
at the legal records from the time when the Islamic State existed you will hardly find any record of 
rape or murder. These crimes did not take place except on the rarest of occasions and only by 
the most perverse and evil of people. Compare this with the West where experts say that two 
thousand women are raped everyday in the United States alone. Two thousand women everyday. 
Is this not because of the morally decadent society that they have created where sex is marketed 
openly in the media and women walk naked the streets? Children are taught from a young age 
that they are only animals and that they should live to satisfy their lusts and desires. Children are 
exposed to the opposite sex at a young age and they are encouraged to have social relationships 
with them. If only you could realize what goes in the dorm rooms of the universities. What then 
can you expect from a society that has forgotten their Creator and their reason for existence? A 
society in which alcohol and drugs which inhibit the mind and which encourage bestial behavior is 
permitted and commonplace. Not only commonplace but is even marketed and encouraged. 

In the Islamic State there was no such perversion and no such corruption. The people 
learned to respect and honor the woman and they learned to control their desires and lusts. Most 
importantly they always knew that they were under the Gaze of their Lord. They were certain that 
Allah (swt) Sees everything that they do. So all of the moral decadence that we see in the West 
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today such as pornography, homosexuality, incest, pedophilia, orgies and such lewdness were 
unheard of in the Islamic State. The Islamic State was also progressed in terms of technology 
and material advancements like the West is today, but such corruption and decadence was not 
present. The people lived a pure and wholesome life where they knew that they were created for 
a much higher purpose than simply satisfying their appetites and desires. They knew that they 
were created to be the representatives of Allah (swt) on the earth and so they strove day and 
night to do the work of their Lord. To establish His Law and to carry His Message. This was the 
society that this Message created. Everyone’s needs were taken care of and justice was done for 
all people. The people were taught not to hoard the material things of this world. The people 
realized that they lived only to please Allah (swt) and that they should look after their brothers and 
sisters in order to please Him (swt). So poverty and oppression was unheard of. The wealth and 
resources of the land was distributed fairly among all the people. Justice was established at all 
levels of the society. Everyone was taught that Allah (swt) had established the universe itself on 
justice and that for anyone to do injustice to anyone else was most displeasing to Him (swt). 

When the people were taught to know Allah (swt) and to fear Him (swt), then do you think that 
they would have done what was displeasing to Him (swt)? In the Islamic State, equality also 
existed among all the people. No one was considered better than another in terms of their race or 
their national origin. As long as one believed then they were a citizen of the State. Such was the 
society that existed in this world when the Islamic State was implemented correctly. Now ask 
yourself if such a society could have been created by a madman? 

Thus we see that the only ones who would speak these lies against the Prophet (saw) 
are the corrupt ones. The decadent ones. The ones who do not want to see the society that the 
Prophet (saw) built return to the world again. This is why they say that he (saw) was a madman or 
that he (saw) was delusional. They want to turn the people and the Muslims away from the 
Message that he (saw) brought to us. However they fail to realize that their efforts will not be 
successful. This Din belongs to Allah (swt). He (swt) is the One Who revealed it. He (swt) is the 
One Who guided the Prophet (saw) and the Sahabah to establishing it, and He (swt) is the One 
Who will restore it once again. Then the world will see who truly is crazy and delusional. 
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13. Will you then dispute with him on what he saw? 

The Quraysh chiefs knew without a doubt that what the Prophet (saw) brought was 
indeed the Truth. They knew that they could not compose a Quran like this. Furthermore they 
knew that the Prophet (saw) was not a liar or charlatan just like they knew that he (saw) was not a 
madman or possessed by spirits. They knew this. So when they heard these ayahs being recited 
to them they knew that it was truly from Allah (swt). Without a doubt they knew that it was from 
Allah (swt). They were such experts in the Arabic language that even when they heard these 
words being recited to them they knew that these words could not have been composed by a 
human being. Such was the beauty and perfection of these words that they heard. Such was the 
ocean of meaning that was in these ayahs. But despite their certain knowledge they still argued 
with the Prophet (saw). They still made lies and fabrications about him (saw). They still chose to 
oppose him (saw). They did this because they had chosen their desires and their lusts over the 
Truth. They had chosen their own base selves over their Creator. Allah (swt) responds to such an 
attitude in this ayah. 

Allah (swt) says “Will you then dispute with him on what he saw?”. The enemies of 
this Message can clearly hear the ayahs of the Quran that are being recited to them. As they hear 
these ayahs they know that this Quran can only be from Allah (swt). They know that the 
messenger who brings this Quran is not a liar or a madman. They know this. Are they then going 
to dispute with the Prophet (saw)? Are they then going to tell him (saw) that he (saw) did not see 
the angel when indeed he (saw) did and they know that he (saw) did? What kind of fools are 
they? This is the Truth and they know that this is the Truth so how then can they still argue? So 
we see that in this ayah Allah (swt) is bringing our attention to how vile a people they are. They 
would argue and contend on something that they know is the Truth only so that they can serve 
their low desires. They would turn away from their Creator only so that they can serve 
themselves. They knew that this Message was the Truth. They knew that the Prophet (saw) 
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spoke the Truth. When the Prophet (saw) said that he (saw) saw this angel then they knew that 
what he (saw) spoke was the Truth. They knew this and still they argued with him (saw). See 
now how evil of a people they are. They would argue on something that they knew was the Truth! 
May Allah (swt) save us from ever becoming like them! May Allah (swt) always make us follow 
the Truth when we see it and may He (swt) save us from following our desires while turning away 
from the Truth ! Nothing matters except sincerity to our Creator and striving to please Him (swt)! 

So one of the lessons that we can take from this ayah is to see that there are people who 
are like this. There are people who can be so stubborn and who will continue to argue even when 
they are certain of the Truth. The Quraysh chiefs were certain that this Message was indeed from 
Allah (swt). They knew that a Quran such as this could not have been composed in the mind of a 
human being. They knew that the Prophet (saw) was not a liar. Yet they continued to argue with 
him (saw). They continued to assert that he (saw) had not seen the angel when they were in fact 
certain that he (saw) did. So we should be aware of such people. When we carry dawah to the 
people, we cannot expect everyone to listen to everything that we say. On the contrary what we 
will find is that many people will be stubborn and unwilling to listen to reason. They will try to 
convince themselves that they are right even when deep down inside they know that they are 
wrong. They will always find some excuse to reject this dawah that we are bringing to them. This 
is because these are a people who have already made up their minds that they would rather 
serve their desires than serve their Creator. Their own worthless selves rather than their Creator 
Who brought them into being and Who sustains them for every second of their existence. Their 
disgusting selves rather than the Pure and the Perfect One. This is why they would turn away 
from the Truth even when they are certain of it. This is why they would keep on arguing even 
when they know that they are wrong. May Allah (swt) give us the patience to deal with such 
people! May Allah (swt) save us from ever becoming like such people! 
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14. And most surely he saw him at another descending. 

In the previous ayahs Allah (swt) told us about the time when the Prophet (saw) beheld 
Gibreel (as) in his true form. Allah (swt) told us about how the Prophet (saw) came face to face 
with this magnificent angel that filled the sky above him (as). Then Allah (swt) told us about how 
from the highest horizon Gibreel (as) descended down to where the Prophet (saw) was. Then the 
two of them were so close that it was like they were the distance of only two bows or even closer. 
Allah (swt) told us about this magnificent event to bring our attention to the fact that the Prophet 
(saw) was not a normal human being like you and me. He (saw) was one who had a connection 
with the Divine. He (saw) received revelation from the Lord and Master of the universe. He (saw) 
was the representative of our Creator. Once we realize this fact then we have to realize that he 
(saw) needs to be obeyed without question. If you could only have seen what the Prophet (saw) 
saw, the worlds that were opened up for him (saw) before his very eyes, then you would realize 
the kind of relationship that you must have with this man. You would realize that you have to 
follow him (saw) without question. You would realize that you have to dedicate your life to the 
cause which he (saw) dedicated his (saw)’s life to. In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to tell us 
about what it is that the Prophet (saw) saw. Allah (swt) shows us how he (saw) has seen a reality 
that we are totally ignorant of. The true reality that lies beyond the one we know. 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah “And most surely he saw him at another descending". 
Here Allah (swt) is telling us that the Prophet (saw) saw Gibreel (as) in his true form yet another 
time. Notice that there are two words in this ayah for emphasis and certainty. First the Arabic 
word la and then the word qad. Both of these words are used to stress and emphasize the fact 
that the Prophet (saw) did indeed see Gibreel (as) in his true form. Allah (swt) Knows that there 
would be people who found find this hard to believe. Allah (swt) Knows that there would be 
doubters. This is why He (swt) stresses with emphasis and certainty that the Prophet (saw) did 
indeed see Gibreel (as). This was not a dream or a hallucination but this was very real. The 


40 



reason why the Prophet (saw) saw this was because of the special person that the he (saw) was 
and because of the love that Allah (swt) had for him (saw). Angels are hidden from mankind but 
Allah (swt) allowed the Prophet (saw) to see them. Not only did the Prophet (saw) see angels but 
he (saw) saw the greatest of angels, and not only did he (saw) see the greatest of angels but he 
(saw) saw this angel in his true form. Can you then realize how special of a person he (saw) was? 
Can you then realize how blessed we should feel to be in his Ummah? 

Allah (swt) describes this encounter as “another descending”. So once again we can 
imagine that Gibreel (as) was descending down from a high place to where the Prophet (saw) 
was. Gibreel (as) was high up at the highest point and then he (as) descended down to where the 
Prophet (saw) was. Once again the lesson that we can take from this is to see how this Message 
is something high that came down upon the Prophet (saw). Whenever Gibreel (as) comes to the 
Prophet (saw) his coming is one of descending. This shows us that this Message is something 
high and holy. It is not something that is of this world. It is not something that is tainted by the 
impurities and corruption of this world. It is pure and clean like the blue sky above you. The sky is 
always pure, one will never find any filth or dirt in the sky. So is this Quran, it is sent down from 
the heavens, and so it is sanctified and free from all corruption and weakness. There is no evil or 
corruption in this Book or in this Din. So we must always remember that this Message is 
something special. The greatness of it is something that few of us will ever fully realize. 

But even if we can never fully comprehend the magnificence and the sublimity of this 
Message, our knowledge and our realization of the fact that it has been sent down from high 
above should translate into action. So when you hear an ayah of the Quran that tells you about a 
matter of belief then you have to rush to believe in it. You should have no doubt about it 
whatsoever. When you hear a hadith of the Prophet (saw) that tells you do a certain action then 
you must rush to do it. There should be no hesitation whatsoever. Realize to yourself once again 
the nature of this Message. It is something that has been sent down from high in the heavens. 

The angel who bore it descended upon the Prophet (saw) again and again. So this Message 
deserves that you treat it with the respect and the regard that it deserves. It deserves that you live 
your life according to it. It deserves that you live your life for it. 
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15. At Sidrat-ul-Muntaha. 


In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us about the time when the Prophet (saw) saw 
Gibreel (as) in his true form for the second time. Allah (swt) told us how Gibreel (as) was 
descending down towards the Prophet (saw) from a high place. In this ayah Allah (swt) continues 
to describe for us this encounter that the Prophet (saw) had. As we think about how Gibreel (as) 
descended from the high heavens to bring this Message to the Prophet (saw) we should once 
again remind ourselves of how special this Message is. This Message is not of this earth. This 
Message is from the heavens above. So it is not tainted by the corruptions of this world. Thus if 
we want to leave the lowness of this world. If we want to be free of the evils and the decadence of 
this world then we have to follow this Message. Through this Message we can rise ourselves to 
the heights from which it was revealed. In order to do this we have to believe in what this 
Message tells us and we have to do what it commands us. 

Allah (swt) tells us here about the second time that the Prophet (saw) saw Gibreel (as) in 
his true form. Allah (swt) says that this happened at a place called “Sidrat-ul-Muntaha". The 
literal meaning of this is “The farthest lote-tree”. The scholars say that this is a special tree that 
lies at the end of the physical world as we know it. Now we know that all of the stars that we see 
when we look at the night sky are only part of the lowest heaven. The billions and billions of stars 
which are past thousands and thousands of light years are only part of the lowest heaven. Above 
this heaven that we see when we look up at the night sky there are six other heavens. Each 
heaven is much larger than the one below it. The Prophet (saw) has told us that the size of each 
when compared to the size of the one above it is like a ring in a desert. This is how enormous the 
heavens above us are. At the very end of the highest heaven is where Sidrat-ul-Muntaha is. This 
is a tree beyond which even the angels cannot go. The universe as we know it ends with this 
special tree. Can you even begin to imagine the greatness and the sublimity of this special place? 
Can our minds ever comprehend it? There is where our beloved (saw) was. 
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This is where the Prophet (saw) saw Gibreel (as) for the second time. When he (saw) 
beheld Gibreel (as) near this tree, once again Gibreel (as) was in the form in which Allah (swt) 
had created him (as). As a humongous angel with six hundred wings that stretched from one end 
to the other. This is what the Prophet (saw) saw on that day. Can you imagine yourself in the 
place of the Prophet (saw)? Traveling to Sidrat-ul-Muntaha and seeing this great angel there. 
None of us can ever reach his station. But the Prophet (saw) has. He (saw) has been to the end 
of the universe. He (saw) has been to that point that no human or jinn has ever reached or will 
ever reach. Even if we advance in space travel and we are able to travel the stars we can be 
certain that we will never reach this place. We will not even come close to this place. But this is 
where the Prophet (saw) went. This is where he (saw) saw Gibreel (as). Do you then realize the 
kind of human being that he (saw) was? Do you then see the kind of relationship that you must 
have with him (saw)? 

Some scholars have also said that Sidrat-ul-Muntaha is symbolic in that it represents 
the level of knowledge and reasoning beyond which we cannot venture. We as human beings are 
limited creatures. Every part of us has some limitations. Our hands have a limit on how much they 
can carry, our legs have a limit on how fast they can run, our eyes have a limit on how far they 
can see. Every part of us has some limitations. Even our mind has limitations. Part of the 
limitation of our mind is that we cannot think about that which we have no knowledge of. In other 
words the limitation of our mind is that we cannot pass judgment on that which we do know about. 
We know everything that we know by sensing the reality around us. Our senses are how we 
learn. Everything that we know we learned from our senses. We know what are the foods that we 
can eat, we know where our homes are, we know who our friends and family are, we know how 
to do our tasks, we know everything that we know through our senses. We even know Allah (swt) 
through our senses. We come to the realization of the existence of the Creator by observing the 
limited world around us. We observe and we realize that such a universe could not have come 
into existence on its own. Similarly we come to the conclusion that the Prophet (saw) is the 
Messenger of Allah (swt) by seeing how no one has been able to reproduce this Quran that he 
(saw) brought. We can see the depth of meaning that this Quran contains and we can see how 
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there is perfection and eloquence in every single ayah. So all of the knowledge that we have is 
what we have sensed of the world around us. If we have not sensed something then there is very 
little that we can say about it. 

Now beyond the Sidrat-ul-Muntaha is where the universe as we know it ends. So 
beyond the Sidrat-ul-Muntaha is also where our thoughts should stop. Beyond the Sidrat-ul- 
Muntaha is a wholly different universe that we cannot even think about. So for example we know 
that Paradise and the Fire lie beyond Sidrat-ul-Muntaha. Thus all that we can say about 
Paradise and the Fire is what Allah (swt) has told us in the Quran and Sunnah. We cannot say 
anything more about it because we have not sensed it. This is a reality that is beyond our 
perception so we have to have to realize the limitations of our minds and not think into it. Of 
course you should still reflect and ponder on what Allah (swt) has told you about these places in 
the Quran and Sunnah, but do not allow your mind to wander beyond what is given in the text. If 
some doubts or questions arise in your mind then realize that this is a universe that is beyond the 
universe that we know. This is a world that is beyond the world that we know. Whatever applies to 
our known universe cannot necessarily be said to apply there. Thus another lesson that we can 
take from this ayah is that we should not allow our minds to think about that which we have no 
knowledge of. We should restrict our thinking to what we have sensed or what Allah (swt) has told 
us about in the Quran or Sunnah. 

Just like the knowledge of many aspects of Paradise and the Fire are beyond our 
understanding and reasoning, we have to realize that there are also some aspects of our 
knowledge of Allah (swt) that is beyond our understanding. When it comes to Allah (swt) we know 
that our Lord Exists from the world around us. We also know from the world around us that our 
Lord is One and that He (swt) is Perfect and without limitations. All this we can say by studying 
the universe around us and realizing that a limited and controlled universe such as this can only 
come about from a Perfect and Independent Creator. But beyond this there is nothing else that 
we can say about Allah (swt) from our minds. Beyond this we need Allah (swt) to tell us about 
Himself (swt) in the Quran and Sunnah. Whatever Allah (swt) did not tell us about Himself then 
we cannot think into that and we cannot pass judgments on it. We have to realize the limitations 


44 



of our minds. Thus we have to realize that there are some things about Allah (swt) that we will 
never know. This is because we have not sensed our Lord directly and He (swt) has not told us 
about these things in the Quran and Sunnah. For example Allah (swt) has not told us in the 
Quran or Sunnah “where” He (swt) IS. So we cannot say where He (swt) IS. We cannot say that 
He (swt) is above the seven heavens just like we cannot say that He (swt) is everywhere. This is 
because Allah (swt) is the Creator and so He (swt) cannot be within the creation. So we cannot 
say that Allah (swt) is in the heavens or that He (swt) is anywhere else in the universe. The 
creation cannot contain the Creator. We simply have to accept the fact that we do not know 
“where” He (swt) IS because such is a limitation of our mind. We have not sensed Allah (swt) 
directly to say “where” He (swt) IS and there is no definitive text of the Quran or Sunnah that tells 
us “where” He (swt) IS. Notice that we have even put the word “where” in quotes because our 
scholars say that Allah (swt) is not restricted by time and space so to even ask this question is 
wrong in the first place. What we are certain of is that Allah (swt) Exists and that He (swt) has 
commanded us to worship and serve Him (swt). So this is what we must focus our attention on 
doing rather than delving on matters where we have no knowledge. 

Thus one of the lessons that we can take from this ayah is to see that there are certain 
issues concerning which we have no knowledge at all. Once we realize that we have no 
knowledge then we must not think about these issues. We have to realize the limitations of our 
mind and our knowledge. We must accept the fact that Allah (swt) Knows best about such 
matters. There are many other examples of such issues. These examples include the 
mutashabiyat ayahs, the createdness of the Quran, and matters of divine fate and destiny. We 
simply have to accept that these are issues about which we have no knowledge so we should not 
think about them. Do you know what is the relationship between the Speech of Allah (swt) and 
the Essence of Allah (swt)? Have you sensed Him (swt) to make this judgment? Has He (swt) told 
you definitively in any ayah or hadith? We have to realize that if we try to think about these 
matters then we will never come to any definitive conclusion because we are trying to think about 
something that we have never sensed. We are trying to think about something that we have no 
knowledge of. We simply have to accept the fact that Allah (swt) Knows best concerning these 
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issues, and instead of thinking about them we have to think about what we can to do please Him 
(swt). We know for sure that Allah (swt) did not create us and place us on this earth to delve on 
these issues but rather He (swt) created us and placed us on this earth so that we can worship 
and serve Him (swt). When it comes to these matters we have to accept the fact that they lie 
beyond Sidrat-ul-Muntaha, and this is a realm that our minds cannot enter. Even the angel 
Gibreel (as) knew the limits of Allah (swt) and he (as) did not cross them. Part of our submission 
to Allah (swt) is that we submit to the fact that there are many matters about which we have no 
knowledge. We have to accept the fact that Allah (swt) Knows such matters and we do not. This 
is part of our humility before our Lord. This is part of releasing our pride and submitting ourselves 
to Him (swt). So rather than delving on these issues we have to accept the fact that Allah (swt) 
Knows best concerning them and we should focus on doing what He (swt) created us to do. May 
Allah (swt) give us the ability to do that because only He (swt) can save us from the curiosity and 
the greed of our own minds! 



16. Near it is the Garden, the place of rest. 

In these ayahs we see that Allah (swt) is continuing to tell us about this world that lies 
beyond the world that we know. A universe that is completely different from the universe that we 
know. In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us about the second time in which the Prophet (saw) 
saw Gibreel (as). We saw how it was near Sidrat-ul-Muntaha. The furthest lote-tree beyond 
which no one can pass. In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to tell us about this special place where 
the Prophet (saw) saw Gibreel (as). Allah (swt) describes this place to us in the beautiful and 
timeless words of the Quran. It is truly a shame that we have to read about these places in the 
English language. If your level of Arabic is at the level that the Arabs were at the time of the 
Prophet (saw) then you can picture these descriptions in your mind as you hear the ayahs. When 
you hear the ayahs of the Quran being recited to you the image simply appears in your mind. This 
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is the richness of the pure Arabic language and its ability to describe thoughts, ideas and realities 
using only the fewest of words. Insha Allah if we want to taste the Quran like this as well then we 
need to make an effort to learn the language so that we can bring ourselves to that level. May 
Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to do that! 

In this ayah Allah (swt) says “Near it is the Garden, the place of rest”. So we see that 
the Garden is very near Sidrat-ul-Muntaha. Most of the scholars agree that this is the same 
Garden in which Adam (as) and Huwaa (as) were and it is also the Garden to which the believers 
and the righteous will return to in the Hereafter. Allah (swt) describes the Garden in this ayah as 
“the place of rest”. This is because the Garden is the true place of rest. The true place of comfort 
and relaxation. The place where our striving and our efforts can finally cease. We strive hard in 
the life of this world to please Allah (swt). We do not allow ourselves much time to rest, we just 
keep striving. This is because we know that the real rest, the real home, the real place to retire to, 
is this Garden. The Garden whose very nature is that it is a place of rest. 

Is the Garden not then the best place of rest? Is it not a much better place of rest than the 
life of this world? What rest can you find in the life of this world? The way that the world is today 
we all have to work hard only to get a little of the things of this world. Where does this leave time 
for rest? Even the disbelievers and those who choose to turn away from this Message have to 
work hard. They want to live a life where they exist only to serve their desires. But even to get the 
things with which they can satisfy their lusts they need to work hard. Even the animals in this 
world have to work hard to get their sustenance. Such is the nature of this world. It is not a place 
of rest. Shaitan will make you think that it is a place of rest. Shaitan will make you think you do 
not need to work hard. He will make you think that this world is the garden. But look at this world 
and see if it is so. Even if you choose to turn away from this Message ask yourself if you will ever 
find any true rest in this world. Ask yourself if there is any true peace for your heart in this world. 
So the believer is the one who realizes the reality of this world and who realizes the reality of the 
Garden. He realizes that the life of this world is nothing like the Garden. In this world there is no 
rest but in the Garden is the true rest. So which of these two places do you want for yourself? The 
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choices that you make in the life of this world is how you can answer this question. The way that 
you live your life in this world will determine which of these worlds you have chosen as your place 
of rest. May Allah (swt) allow us to choose the Garden! May Allah (swt) make us find it to be the 
true place of rest! 

We can see from this ayah that this Garden already exists. The Garden is not something 
that will be created after the Day of Judgment, but rather it exists right at this very moment. So 
realize that the moments that you have remaining in your life are very little. Rather than trying to 
rest and enjoy yourself in this limited world where the pleasures are so limited and the problems 
and the pains are so many, you should hope to rest in this Garden. It is already there, your 
Prophet (saw) himself has seen it near Sidrat-ul-Muntaha. All that you have to do now is strive to 
the best of your ability to make yourselves worthy of it. How can you know that such a Garden is 
there and not work to your utmost to try and attain it? May Allah (swt) give us all the enabling 
grace to do that! As hard as we may try we cannot do anything without Him (swt)! 

Another benefit that we can take from this ayah is to remind ourselves once again the 
reality that the Prophet (saw) witnessed. Just try for a second and imagine the sight that he (saw) 
must have seen before his blessed eyes at that moment. First he (saw) saw Gibreel (as) in his 
true form, as an angel with over six hundred wings. Then he (saw) saw this special lote-tree. This 
blessed tree beyond which lies the end of the universe. Then next to it he (saw) saw the Garden. 
This vast and spacious paradise to which all of the believers and the righteous will return to in the 
Hereafter. What can you say about a person who has seen all of this? So realize once again that 
this man is not the same as you and me. He (saw) has seen worlds and images that we cannot 
even imagine. So realize the connection that this man has with the Divine. The connection that he 
(saw) has with Allah (swt), your Lord and Master and your Creator and Sustainer. This is who the 
Prophet (saw) was. All this is what he (saw) has seen and experienced. What then should be 
your relationship with him (saw)? When you know this with the absolute certainty that you do how 
then can you turn away from following him (saw)? 
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17. When the lote-tree was covered with that which covered it. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to describe for us what the Prophet (saw) saw. Recall 
from the previous ayahs how Allah (swt) was telling us about the second time in which the 
Prophet (saw) had seen Gibreel (as) in his true form. We said that this was near Sidrat-ul- 
Muntaha at the end of the known universe. As we read about this we were reminded about who 
the Prophet (saw) was and the special place that he (saw) must have in our hearts. Once we 
realize this fact about the Prophet (saw) we need to see that he (saw) is our leader who needs to 
be followed without question, our role-model whom we must emulate in everything that we do and 
our beloved whom we must love more than any other human being. This is the special place that 
the Prophet (saw) must have with us. Now in this ayah Allah (swt) tells us about the special place 
that the Prophet (saw) had with Him (swt). 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah “When the lote-tree was covered with that which covered 
it”. The scholars say that when the Prophet (saw) was near Sidrat-ul-Muntaha, the tree was 
covered with something special. There are various opinions among the scholars about what 
exactly it was that covered the tree. Some scholars say that the tree was covered with angels. 
This means that hundreds and hundreds of angels were flying all around the tree and they may 
even have settled on the tree. Other scholars say that the tree was covered with light. If we take 
this opinion then we can see this tree being immersed in light. Other scholars say other things 
about what exactly it was that Sidrat-ul-Muntaha was covered with. But the scholars agree that 
the reason why the tree was covered in this way was because it was a special gift that was given 
to the Prophet (saw). The Prophet (saw) had come all the way from his home on the earth to visit 
this special tree. The scholars say that this was why Allah (swt) made the tree to be covered in 
this way. It was done to please the Prophet (saw). It was a done as commemoration of his (saw)’s 
arrival in this special place. So Allah (swt) covered this blessed tree with something special in 
order to please the Prophet (saw). 
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So from this we can see the special place that the Prophet (saw) had with Allah (swt). 
Allah (swt) made Sidrat-ul-Muntaha to be covered in this special way only because the Prophet 
(saw) was visiting it. This was a special gift that Allah (swt) had given to His (swt)’s beloved 
(saw). We already know that the Prophet (saw) is the most beloved to Allah (swt) out of all His 
(swt)’s creation. This ayah further goes to prove this point. Out of everything that Allah (swt) ever 
created the Prophet (saw) is whom He (swt) loved the most. This is because the Prophet (saw) is 
the one who dedicated his (saw)’s entire life to Allah (swt), more than any other human or jinn, 
the Prophet (saw) is the one who served and glorified Allah (swt) the most. Most of the creation in 
this universe is already in a state of submission to Allah (swt). The angels, the trees, the planets, 
the animals, the stones, the mountains, the stars. All of these magnificent creations are already 
worshipping Allah (swt) just by doing what they are supposed to be doing. Allah (swt) created 
them in that way. However for the human being Allah (swt) gave him the free will to decide 
whether or not he will choose to worship and serve Allah (swt). The Prophet (saw) chose to 
worship and serve Allah (swt). The Prophet (saw) chose to fulfill the purpose of his creation. Not 
only did the Prophet (saw) choose to worship and serve Allah (swt), but he (saw) also did in the 
most excellent and perfect way possible. The Prophet (saw) dedicated every moment of his life 
only to seek the Pleasure of Allah (swt). There was not a moment that passed in the life of the 
Prophet (saw) after he (saw) became the Messenger of Allah (swt) except that he (saw) was 
striving to please Allah (swt) in that moment. The Prophet (saw) lived his entire life only to please 
Allah (swt). This is why he (saw) is the most beloved to Allah (swt) out of all His (swt)’s creations. 
This is why Allah (swt) covered Sidrat-ul-Muntaha in this way when the Prophet (saw) visited it. 

If Allah (swt) has this much love for the Prophet (saw) then how much love should we have for 
him (saw)? If Allah (swt) did all of this for the Prophet (saw) just because he (saw) visited Sidrat- 
ul-Muntaha, then how much should we do for him (saw) since he (saw) has guided us to our 
Lord? How much love should we have for him (saw) since he (saw) has shown us the purpose of 
our existence? How much love should we have for him (saw) since he (saw) has saved us from 
the Fire and placed us in the Garden? 
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18. The vision did not turn away nor was it overwhelmed. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us about the time in which the Prophet (saw) saw 
Gibreel (as) in his true form, and he (saw) saw the Garden, and he (saw) saw Sidrat-ul- 
Muntaha. The Prophet (saw) then saw this special tree to be covered with something very 
special. Allah (swt) Knows best as to what this was but this shows us how much Allah (swt) loved 
him (saw). Now in this ayah Allah (swt) reminds us once of the fact again that the Prophet (saw) 
did indeed see this. Allah (swt) shows once again how this was not an illusion or a figment of the 
imagination. This was real. The Prophet (saw) did indeed see this with his own blessed eyes. 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah “The vision did not turn away nor was it overwhelmed”. 
Here Allah (swt) is referring to the vision of the Prophet (saw) when he (saw) beheld these 
tremendous sights. Remind yourself once again of the greatness of what the Prophet (saw) 
witnessed. The Prophet (saw) saw Gibreel (as) in his true form as a magnificent angel with six 
hundred wings outstretched, the Prophet (saw) saw the Garden which all believers hope to return 
to, the Prophet (saw) saw Sidrat-ul-Muntaha and he (saw) saw how it was covered with what 
covered it. Whether this was angels or lights or colors or golden butterflies. We do not know 
exactly what it was that covered Sidrat-ul-Muntaha on that day but we do know that it was one of 
the most amazing of all sights that a human being can ever see. The Prophet (saw), may Allah 
(swt) raise him (saw) to the highest station in Paradise, saw all of this with his own eyes. All the 
while when the Prophet (saw) was looking at this his (saw)’s vision did not turn away and it was 
not overwhelmed. This means that the Prophet (saw) did not look away as he (saw) saw this 
magnificent images in front of him (saw), rather his (saw)’s gaze was fixed on what he (saw) saw. 
The greatness of what the Prophet (saw) saw on that day was not enough to take his eyes away 
from what he (saw) saw. Despite the power in what the Prophet (saw) saw, Allah (swt) did not 
allow his (saw)’s vision to be overwhelmed. 
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Imagine if you saw what the Prophet (saw) saw on that day. Do you think that your eyes 
would have the strength to bear so powerful a vision? Of course not. But the Prophet (saw) did. 
This is because Allah (swt) gave the Prophet (saw) a special gift in that he (saw) was able to 
perceive the tremendous realities that lay veiled from the rest of mankind, and he (saw) was not 
overwhelmed by sensing these realities. The rest of us cannot even go to the upper atmosphere 
of our own planet but the Prophet (saw) went to the end of the universe and he (saw) saw the 
most powerful of sights. Still he (saw) was not overwhelmed by what he (saw) saw and his gaze 
was fixed on that which he (saw) saw. This shows us this special power that Allah (swt) gave to 
the Prophet (saw). So although we say that the Prophet (saw) is a human being, he (saw) is not a 
human being like you and me. He (saw) is a very special human being who has a connection with 
the Divine. So if we want to come closer to Allah (swt) then we have to learn about the life of the 
Prophet (saw) and we have to strive to emulate him (saw) in every way. May Allah (swt) give us 
the enabling grace to do that! Our life is nothing but an effort to come closer to Allah (swt) by 
following the example of the Prophet (saw). 




19. Most surely he saw from the greatest Signs of his Lord. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to describe what the Prophet (saw) saw during that 
special time in which he (saw) visited Sidrat-ul-Muntaha. Allah (swt) describes the Prophet (saw) 
here as seeing His (swt)’s greatest signs. Exactly what he (saw) has not been specified but we 
can surmise that it must have been among the greatest of signs. Notice once again that both the 
Arabic words la and gac/have been used for emphasis and certainty. These words give the 
meaning that most surely and most definitely did the Prophet (saw) see these great signs. Just 
the fact that Allah (swt) refers to what the Prophet (saw) saw as “the greatest Signs of his Lord” 
shows us that it is something great and magnificent. It is something beyond our understanding, 
something beyond our comprehension. So perhaps it is best that Allah (swt) did not tell us exactly 
what it was that the Prophet (saw) saw. Even if Allah (swt) were to have told us we would never 
have comprehended the greatness of it. 
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For our purposes the lesson that we can take is to remind ourselves once again that this 
was who the Prophet (saw) was. The enemies of this Message are saying that the Prophet (saw) 
was misguided, they are saying that he (saw) was in error, they are saying that he (saw) was a 
madman. They speak the same lies today as they did back then. May Allah (swt) curse them for 
their lies and their evil speech! But from these ayahs we learn who the Prophet (saw) truly was. 
He (saw) was the one who journeyed past the seven heavens and he (saw) saw Sidrat-ul- 
Muntaha with his own eyes. He (saw) was the only one since Adam (as) who actually saw the 
Garden of Eternal Adobe where we all hope to return, and he (saw) saw it while he (saw) was still 
alive. He (saw) is the one who has seen the angel Gibreel (as) in his true and magnificent form. 
Then in addition to all of this, we also learn from this ayah that most surely did the Prophet (saw) 
see among the greatest of the signs of Allah (swt). We can only imagine how great were these 
signs that he (saw) saw. When Allah (swt) describes something as “great” then we can be certain 
that it truly was great. Something so great and so powerful that the vision of it would have 
overwhelmed and killed any other human being. But Allah (swt) gave the Prophet (saw) the 
strength and ability to bear this powerful vision. His (saw)’s vision did not deviate nor was it in any 
way overwhelmed. 

The Prophet (saw) journeyed to this place. He (saw) saw these visions. Now does this 
sound to you like a madman? Does this sound to you like someone who was misguided or in 
error? The ones who say these lies cannot even come close to the station with Allah (swt) that 
the Prophet (saw) enjoyed. They are not even a fraction of the human being that he (saw) was. 

So who are they to even speak about him (saw)? Thus the lesson that we take from this ayah is 
that we have to always remember that this is who the Prophet (saw) was. This is what he (saw) 
has seen, this is where he (saw) has been. So ask yourself what then should be your relationship 
with him (saw) now that you are aware of this fact? 

Another lesson that we can take from this ayah is to see the great importance of 
reflecting and pondering over the Signs of Allah (swt). The Prophet (saw) had the most perfect 
Iman. In other words he (saw) had the deepest conviction and the most unbreakable of faith in 
the Truth of his Creator and the Truth of this Message. But how did the Prophet (saw) arrive at 
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this conviction? Was it merely a choice that he (saw) made? Was it simply based on blind 
following? No, rather as Allah (swt) clearly tells us in this ayah, it was because he (saw) saw the 
great Signs of his Lord. When the Prophet (saw) saw these Signs that was when he (saw) was 
certain that Allah (swt) is True and that this Message is True. The Prophet (saw) reached the 
certainty of faith after he (saw) witnessed these Signs. So in order for us to follow in the footsteps 
of the Prophet (saw) we also must be among those who reflect and ponder on the Signs of Allah 
(swt). Allah (swt) particularly mentions that the Prophet (saw) “saw” these Signs so we must also 
be using our eyes to look for the Signs of our Lord. The Signs of Allah (swt) are 
everywhere if only we would look for them. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to find 
these Signs! May Allah (swt) allow us to come closer to Him (swt) through them! 
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20. So have you then seen Al-Laat and Al-Uzza ? 
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21. And Mannat, the third, the other. 

In the previous ayahs Allah (swt) reminded the Quraysh chiefs of who the Prophet (saw) 
was. He (saw) was the Messenger of Allah (swt). He (saw) had a connection with the Divine that 
they did not have. He (saw) had been to places that they had never been to and he (saw) had 
seen visions that they had never seen. He (saw) was the one who received revelation from the 
Lord and Master of the universe. This is who the Prophet (saw) was. Now the Prophet (saw) had 
brought to these Quraysh chiefs a Message from their Creator. This Message was calling on 
them to worship and serve Allah (swt). The Message was calling on them to return to the purpose 
for which they were created. Why then did they not hearken to this call? In this ayah Allah (swt) 
tells them. He (swt) brings their attention to one of the obstacles that was preventing them from 
accepting this Message. 
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One of the reasons why many of the Arab tribes, including the Quraysh, were reluctant to 
accept the Message that the Prophet (saw) came with was because they knew that if they did 
then they would have to give up their idols. They loved their idols. They had several idols that 
they worshipped instead of Allah (swt) and they loved all of these idols. They had taken all of the 
love and the reverence that should have been for Allah (swt) and directed it towards these idols. 
They had put their trust and their reliance on these idols. They prayed to these idols during times 
of difficulty and need. They hoped that these idols would save them from perils and dangers. 

They hoped that these idols would make intercession for them before Allah (swt) on the Day of 
Judgment. This then was one of the reasons why they were so reluctant to accept this Message. 
They knew that if they did then they would have to give up these idols. So in these two ayahs 
Allah (swt) brings their attention to what they were doing. He (swt) shows them how foolish their 
thinking and their behavior has been. Allah (swt) does this by showing them the utter 
worthlessness of these idols that they worshipped and adored. 

Allah (swt) says “So have you then seen Al-Laat and AI-UzzaT. First notice that this 
ayah is a question. Whenever Allah (swt) asks the people a question it is to make them think and 
reflect. Also notice the Arabic word fa in this ayah. This word connects this ayah with the meaning 
of the previous ayahs. In the previous ayahs Allah (swt) had told them about the Prophet (saw). 
Allah (swt) had told them about the Message that he (saw) had been sent with. Now that they had 
been reminded about who the Prophet (saw) truly was, Allah (swt) reminds them here as to what 
has been their reaction to him (saw) and to the Message that he (saw) brought. 

They had turned away from this Message. They had rejected the Prophet (saw). They 
had made lies and accusations about the Prophet (saw). They had said that he (saw) was 
misguided and that he (saw) was in error. Sometimes they said that he (saw) was a madman and 
at other times they said that he (saw) was a sorcerer. Why did they say such things about the 
Prophet (saw) when they knew that he (saw) was the Messenger of Allah (swt)? How could they 
bring such outrageous accusations against someone who had been so close to them? One of the 
reasons was because they did not want to give up on their idols that they had gotten used to 
worshipping. The idols that they had come to love and adore. 
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In this ayah Allah (swt) tells them to look at these idols. Al-Laat and Al-Uzza were two of 
the most famous idols in all of Arabia. Al-Laat belonged to the tribe to Thaqif and Al-Uzza 
belonged to the Quraysh. These were two of the largest tribes in all of Arabia so the number of 
people who worshipped these two idols were many. Many were the souls whom Allah (swt) had 
created that prostrated themselves before these two idols. What an unjust act they were doling 
then in worshipping these idols? How can they turn away from their Creator and bow down before 
these pieces of stone? This is why Allah (swt) tells them in this ayah to look at these idols. Is it a 
mere glance that Allah (swt) wants them to make at these idols? No, rather Allah (swt) tells them 
to look and ponder on these idols. Think about what you are worshipping instead of Allah (swt). 
Allah (swt), the Lord and Master of the universe, the Pure One, the Sublime One, the One with all 
of the Names of Perfection created you to worship Him (swt). How then can you turn away from 
worshipping Him (swt) and turn to a stone? This idol is just stone. Stone that you carved with your 
own hands. Allah (swt) created this earth to serve you so that you can serve Him (swt). How then 
can you serve the things of this earth? How can you prostrate yourself before the things of this 
earth? Do you not see the foolishness of what you are doing? How can you ever expect that Allah 
(swt) would be pleased with what you are doing? So we see that by bringing their attention to 
these idols Allah (swt) shows them the foolishness of what they were doing. 

Then in the next ayah Allah (swt) says “And Mannat, the third, the other”. The scholars 
tell us that Mannat was the idol that was worshipped by the Banu Hudhayl and Banu Khuza’ah 
tribes. The Aws and the Khazaraj who would later become the Ansar were also devoted to this 
idol in the time of ignorance. So we see that in addition to taking the people away from Allah (swt) 
these idols also served to increase sentiments of tribalism and nationalism. Each tribe had their 
own idol that they would worship. Each tribe thought that their idol was the greatest. They would 
make pilgrimage to see this idol and they would offer sacrifices before it. You see how they are 
devoting all of their acts of worship that should have been done only for Allah (swt) towards these 
idols. Allah (swt) refers to Mannat here as “the third, the other” to show that it is just another idol 
like they all are. For the tribes who worshipped it this particular idol must have meant everything. 
But Allah (swt) shows them here that this idol does not mean anything to Him (swt). To Him (swt) 
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it is just another idol just like they all are. So if something does not mean much to Allah (swt), how 
then can you worship it? 

One lesson that we can take from this ayah is to see the dangers of idol worship. We 
know that the Arabs were the descendants of Ibrahim (as) and Ismail (as). So they had been 
taught that they should worship only Allah (swt). They had been taught that the worship of idols 
was wrong. So they knew that it was wrong for them to prostrate themselves before anyone 
except Allah (swt). They knew this both from the teachings of Ibrahim (as) and they knew it from 
their own minds which told them that only Allah (swt) deserves the worship and servitude. Anyone 
who takes even a moment to ponder on this universe will realize that there is a Creator for this 
universe. A Creator Who is Perfect in every way. A Creator Who is wholly different from the 
creation. So these people knew Allah (swt). They knew Allah (swt) and deep down inside their 
hearts they also realized Allah (swt). They knew that it was Allah (swt) Who deserved all of the 
worship and obedience. They knew and still they decided to worship these idols. Why? Because 
Shaitan can make the worship of idols seem very alluring. Shaitan wants to make you fall in love 
with the material things of this world. Shaitan wants to take you away from Allah (swt). So he will 
put the love of these idols in your heart if you allow him to. If you stop remembering Allah (swt) 
then he will take the love in your heart that should have been for Allah (swt) and he will put it on 
these idols. He will take this love and adoration that should only be for Allah (swt) and he will 
direct it towards the material things of this world. This is what our enemy will do to us and he is 
waiting to ambush us at any moment. Once we realize this fact then we have to be very careful. 
We must never allow him to direct us away from Allah (swt). 

. So if you find something in your heart that you think about more than Allah (swt). If you 
find that there is something that takes more of your thoughts than Allah (swt), then realize that 
Shaitan may have put this thing as the Utah in your heart when your heart was created only for 
Allah (swt). This thing does not have to be an idol. It could be your wealth, or your family, or your 
position and prestige, or your desires. It could even be a powerful leader that you honor and 
respect or it could be a beautiful woman that you adore. It could even be your country or your 
people. Whatever it is that you always think about is your illah. Shaitan has put this in your heart 
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in the place that was created and meant only for Allah (swt). So in order to save yourself from this 
you always have to remember that Allah (swt) is your Creator. He (swt) is the reason why you 
exist at this moment. Everything that you have is only from Him (swt). He (swt) is the One Who 
you will return to when you die and He (swt) is the One Who will decide where your final resting 
place will be. He (swt) is the Perfect One and the Pure One. He (swt) is the One Who every 
single thing in this universe is worshipping and glorifying for every moment of its existence. So 
how then can anyone or anything be the illah in your heart except He (swt)? What else or who 
else is there worthy enough for you to dedicate your life to other than Him (swt)? May Allah (swt) 
save us from Shaitan and all of the idols and false gods that he calls us to! 






22. Is it for you the males and for Him the females? 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told the Quraysh chiefs to look at the idols that they were 
worshipping. These stone figures that they had chosen to prostrate themselves before instead of 
Him (swt). Allah (swt) made them realize the foolishness of their actions in worshipping these 
pieces of rock. In this ayah Allah (swt) goes one step further. He (swt) brings their attention to the 
reason why they had chosen these idols for worship and He (swt) also shows them the 
foolishness of this reason. These people did not simply worship their idols instead of Allah (swt). 
They dedicated their entire lives to these idols. They put the love for these pieces of stone into 
that special place in their hearts that was made only for Allah (swt). Why did they do this? 

We all need something to worship and serve. We all need something to be the motivation 
behind our actions. For some people this could be their greed for money and the material things 
of this world. For some people this could be success and recognition by the people. For some 
people this could be their family and their children. Everyone has something that they seek when 
they strive to do their actions. Everyone has a cause behind their actions. This is their illah. This 
is the god which they have dedicated their souls to. 
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Now these Quraysh chiefs knew that only Allah (swt) should be the illah in their hearts. 
But they chose not to make Him (swt) as their illah. They chose instead to make these idols as 
their illah. Why? Because they knew that if they had made Allah (swt) into their illah then they 
would have to submit to Him (swt). They knew that they would have to submit to the Sacred Law 
that He (swt) sent. They did not want to do that. They wanted to follow their desires instead of 
submitting themselves to the Law of Allah (swt). They wanted to serve themselves instead 
serving their Creator and Sustainer. This way they could do whatsoever they pleased. So they 
chose these idols to be their illah instead of Allah (swt). They made this choice even though they 
knew that it was the wrong choice for them to make. They made this choice even though deep 
down inside they knew that Allah (swt) created them only to worship and serve Him (swt). After 
they made this terrible choice they then directed all of their love and affection and all of their 
respect and revere that should have been for Allah (swt) towards these idols. These idols had 
replaced Allah (swt) as the illah in their hearts. 

Ibn Hisham records a narration where Abu Lahab once went to visit one of the Quraysh 
chiefs who was dying. Abu Lahab found this man weeping on his deathbed. When Abu Lahab 
asked him why he was crying he said that it was because he was sad that no one would worship 
the idol of Quraysh like he had when he had passed away. He was sad because he thought that 
there would be no one left to worship his idol like he had done. See how he was more concerned 
about this piece of stone than even his own soul. See the extent to which he had been deceived 
and mislead by Shaitan. This is the danger in turning away from Allah (swt). This is the danger in 
dedicating your life to anyone or anything except Allah (swt). Shaitan has a mission to put you in 
the Fire alongside him and unless we are always dedicated to our Lord this is what he will do. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) says “Is it for you the males and for Him the females?”. If you 
notice all of the idols that Allah (swt) mentioned in the previous ayah all had female names. The 
Quraysh chiefs named all of their idols with female names. This is because they said that these 
idols were “the daughters of Allah”. May Allah (swt) save us from their blasphemy! Now we know 
that they themselves hated to have daughters. They always preferred having sons to daughters. 
This was because in the tribal society in which they lived sons were more valuable than 
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daughters. The strength of a family was determined by the number of males in that family. So 
almost all of them wanted to have as many sons as they could. We all know of the unthinkable 
act that they would commit if they had too many daughters. They would bury these infant girls in 
the sands of the desert. Thus Allah (swt) makes them think in this ayah. Allah (swt) makes them 
ask themselves why they would choose sons for themselves and give daughters to Him (swt). If 
you at least realize that Allah (swt) is your Creator and Sustainer, then will you not give Him (swt) 
the very best? Why would you give to Him (swt) what you do not even want for your own selves? 
So we see here how Allah (swt) plainly exposes for us their foolishness and stupidity, their error 
and misguidance. They were a people who did not use their minds at all. Rather they were lead 
around by their desires and by Shaitan. Just like cattle being lead to the slaughter. May Allah 
(swt) save us from ever becoming like them! 

Now one question to ask ourselves is why did these people choose female names for 
their idols? Why did they not give their idols male names since they themselves wanted sons for 
themselves? The Prophet (saw) once told us that the greatest trial for us in the life of this world 
was women. A man does not desire anything like he desires women. The desire for women burns 
in him stronger than any other desire. The greatest pleasure that a man experiences in this world 
is when he is with women. Allah (swt) has made something about the body of a woman that make 
men thirst for it more than anything else. So there is nothing that takes men away from Allah (swt) 
more than their lust for women. This lust that men have for women is so strong that Shaitan can 
even make men worship women if they let him. This is how strong this desire burns. So this is 
what Shaitan did for these Quraysh chiefs. First they stopped remembering Allah (swt). They 
stopped dedicated their lives to the service of Allah (swt). Then they had some free time. What 
did Shaitan make them do in their spare time? He made them think about women. He made them 
think more and more about women. Soon their entire society became very promiscuous and 
decadent. Fornication and prostitution became commonplace. The men indulged themselves in 
women and the women gave themselves to men. Soon all that the men could think about was 
women. Now when they wanted to create idols for themselves that they would worship instead of 
Allah (swt) what gender do you think they gave for these idols? 
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The way that we can save ourselves from what happened to them lies in the hadith of the 
Prophet (saw). The Prophet (saw) said that women were the greatest of trials for us. So this 
means that Allah (swt) is testing us through women. Allah (swt) is testing men thought women 
and He (swt) is testing women through men. Thus we have to realize that the opposite gender is 
a test for us. It is true that the desire that we have for them burns very strong. But if we can 
control that desire for the sake of our Lord. If we can fight that desire for the sake of our Lord. 
Then we should know that our Lord will be well pleased with our striving. What else matters in this 
world except the Pleasure of Allah (swt)? When will we ever realize that Allah (swt) is everything 
and He (swt) is all that matters? So we have to strive to control our desires and our temptations 
for Him (swt). This effort that we make to control our desires is the only way that we can save 
ourselves from becoming like these Quraysh chiefs. Shaitan made them fall so much in love with 
women that they soon starting worshipping women. Do you want that to happen to you as well? 
Know that you were created for something much greater. So try your best to control your desires, 
and pray to your Lord to guide you. All success comes only from Allah (swt)! 



23. That is surely a most unjust division. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us about how the Quraysh chiefs had made female 
goddesses that they ascribed as offspring to Him (swt) while they themselves wanted males as 
their offspring. So they would give to Allah (swt) what they hated for themselves. They gave 
“daughters” to Allah (swt) while they wanted sons for themselves. In this ayah Allah (swt) 
comments on what they have done. He (swt) shows us them the utter foolishness of it. He (swt) 
shows them how by doing such they have done the worst of injustice. They have in no way given 
Him (swt) the right estimation that He (swt) deserves. If only we as human beings could 
understand how much injustice we have done to our Rabb. It is only from His Infinite Mercy that 
we are still alive and that we find bread to eat and water to drink. 
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Allah (swt) says “That is surely a most unjust division”. What they did was truly unjust 
and unfair. How could they acknowledge that Allah (swt) was their Creator and Sustainer and 
then assign for Him (swt) what they hated for themselves? How could they ascribe to Allah (swt) 
what they looked down upon and despised? Could they have forgotten Who Allah (swt) was? 
Could they have forgotten what they owe to Allah (swt)? No, they do remember but they were a 
people who were lead around by their desires. They did not think at all, they did not use their 
minds at all. They just did whatever their desires prompted them to do. Their desires told them to 
take women as gods for themselves and so that is what they did. Their desires told them to 
ascribe divinity to these stones and so that is what they did. They did not think about how wrong 
this was. They did not think about how displeasing to Allah (swt) this was. They simply went 
wherever Shaitan and their desires told them to go. 

So one lesson that we can take from this ayah is to remind ourselves once again how 
Allah (swt) deserves the very best from us. Allah (swt) criticizes the Quraysh chiefs in this ayah 
for giving daughters to Him (swt) and taking sons for themselves. They are keeping what they 
consider to be the best for themselves, and they are giving what they despise to their Creator and 
Sustainer. This is what Allah (swt) describes in this ayah as dhizza which means the most unjust 
and most unfair. These people simply did not recognize Who Allah (swt) IS. They did not realize 
what He (swt) deserves. Allah (swt), the Perfect One, the Pure One, the Creator, the Sustainer, 
the one to Whom we must all return, the One Who will decide our eternity. He (swt) deserves the 
very best. So in our life we always have to give to our Lord the very best of what we have. We 
have to constantly remind ourselves of all of the favors and blessings that He (swt) has bestowed 
upon us. We have to remind ourselves that we would not even exist at this moment if it were not 
for Him (swt). If we take even a moment to think about all that Allah (swt) has done for us and to 
think about Who He (swt) IS then we would realize why He (swt) deserves the very best from us. 
So when it comes to your wealth, when it comes to your time, when it comes to your efforts, when 
it comes to your entire life, make sure that you give to your Lord the very best. As Allah (swt) tells 
us in this ayah anything less would be the most unjust and unfair of divisions. 
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24. They are but names that you have named, you and your forefathers, for which Allah 
has sent no authority. They only follow conjecture and what they themselves desire. And 
certainly the Guidance has come to them from their Lord. 

In the previous ayahs Allah (swt) told the Quraysh chiefs to look at the idols that they 
were worshipping. The idols that they had chosen to worship instead of Him (swt). Allah (swt) 
showed them how foolish they were in worshipping these stone figures. These stones figures that 
had no power to benefit or harm anyone. Allah (swt) questioned them about why they would give 
these idols female names and ascribe them to Him (swt) as “daughters” when they wanted sons 
for themselves. Allah (swt) showed them how this was a most unjust and unfair division because 
He (swt) deserves the best in everything. Now in this ayah Allah (swt) shows us the reality of 
these idols that they were worshipping. Allah (swt) shows us all that they really are. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying “They are but names that you have named”. 

This is the reality of these idols that these people had decided to worship. They thought that 
these idols were gods. They thought that these idols had power. They thought that these idols 
could make intercession for them before Allah (swt). They thought that these idols were 
intermediaries between them and Allah (swt). This is what they had thought in their minds. But in 
reality these idols were just names. Names that they had made in their minds. The names for 
these idols signified all the hopes that they had for them. But in this ayah Allah (swt) shows us 
that these idols are nothing more than the names that they had given them. Thus He (swt) 
completely destroys their erroneous thinking. These idols were only names and nothing more. 
Everything else that these people thought about these idols was just imagination in their minds. 
The reality of these gods was just the names that they had given them. Nothing more. 
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Usually there is a reality behind a given name. For example “the sun” is a name that we 


have given to that bright ball of light that we see in the sky. But there is a reality behind this name. 
That reality is that the sun is hot, that it produces light and heat, that it bigger than the earth, that 
it sets in the evening and rises in the morning. All of this is the reality behind the name. But for 
these idols there is no reality behind their names. They are just names and nothing more. It is 
only in the minds of these people that these idols have any power. It is only in the minds of these 
people that these idols can make intercession. In reality they are just pieces of stone with names 
that these fools have named. If you take away the name then all that you have is a useless rock. 
This is what these people were worshipping instead of Allah (swt). 

Then Allah (swt) says “you and your forefathers”. Who is it that gave these idols these 
names? Who is it that said these idols had power? Who is it that said that these idols were 
intermediaries between them and the people? It was these people. Them and their forefathers. 
That is why there was no reality to these idols other than the names that these people have given 
them. These idols were gods only because these people said that they were gods. But in reality it 
was only in their minds that these idols were gods. In reality there was no truth to their words 
whatsoever. It is only they who said so. Them and their forefathers. 

We also see from this part of the ayah that this misguidance was something that started 
at the time of their forefathers and now it was carried on by these people. Such is the nature of all 
innovations and deviations. They start at the time of the forefathers and then they carry on to the 
time of the later generations. The lesson that we can take from this is to see that just because 
something was practiced at the time of the forefathers does not make it correct. So we should not 
blindly follow what our forefathers were doing. There is always the possibility that our forefathers 
were misguided. There is always the possibility that our forefathers were wrong. In fact it has 
always been the case that blind following of forefathers has always been the source of much 
misguidance and much stubborn rejection of the Truth. 

We know that there have been many innovations in our Din. We also know that 
innovations are displeasing to Allah (swt). Our Lord should be the One Who should tell us how to 
worship Him (swt). We cannot make up the way to worship Him (swt) in our minds. So if we find 
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the people worshipping Allah (swt) in a way that is not from the Sunnah then we must not assume 
that it is correct simply because it was what the forefathers had done. Rather we must remember 
that what is correct is what is based on the Quran and Sunnah and not what the forefathers did. 
Allah (swt) has promised us that He (swt) will preserve this Din for us. So we have to believe that 
everything that we need to worship Allah (swt) can be found in the Quran and the authentic hadith 
of the Prophet (saw). We do not need anything more than what we find in our text. So if we find 
our forefathers doing something that is not in the Quran and Sunnah then we should leave it. The 
Truth is with Allah (swt) and not the people. May Allah (swt) save us from blindly following our 
forefathers! May Allah (swt) keep our loyalty to Him (swt) and His (swt) Messenger (saw)! 

Then Allah (swt) says “for which Allah has sent no authority”. They gave names for 
these idols. They called these gods besides Allah (swt). They told their people to worship these 
idols instead of worshipping their Creator and Sustainer. Did Allah (swt) give them permission to 
do this? Did Allah (swt) give them the authority to do this? This earth belongs to Allah (swt). All 
that is on this earth belongs to Allah (swt). Man belongs to Allah (swt). So man is not allowed to 
do anything on the earth that belongs to Allah (swt) except with His (swt)’s permission and 
authority. Now look at what these people have done without the permission of Allah (swt). They 
have set up gods to be worshipped besides Allah (swt). Can the human being possibly do 
something that is of greater evil than that? Not only has he done something on the earth of Allah 
(swt) without His (swt)’s permission but look at the evil of what he has done. He has made 
another god to be worshipped besides Allah (swt) and he has called on the people to worship this 
god. This is what these Quraysh chiefs had done and this is what Allah (swt) condemns them for 
in this ayah. They have done the greatest of evil without any permission or authority from Allah 
(swt). If anything on this earth can be worshipped besides Allah (swt) then He (swt) must send 
down His (swt)’s explicit permission for that. Of course Allah (swt) has not sent such an authority, 
so this makes what these people have done all the more evil. Not only did they worship these 
idols but they worshipped them without the permission and authority from Allah (swt). They have 
done that which they had absolutely no right to do. May Allah (swt) save us from ever becoming 
like these people! 
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In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says “They only follow conjecture and what 
they themselves desire”. We said before that man has a motivator behind all of his actions. 
There is always something that makes him do what he does. Not what is it that made these 
people make these idols? What was their motivator? Did they have any knowledge from Allah 
(swt) telling them that these idols were indeed His (swt)’s daughters? No! Of course not. So what 
is it that made them make these idols? It was nothing but their desires. They desired women. 
They desired to live a life where their lusts and passions were not restricted by the Law of Allah 
(swt). So they made a conjecture in their minds to suit their whims and desires. They told 
themselves that these idols were the “daughters” of Allah (swt). They did not say this based on 
knowledge or revelation. But this was imagination that they made up in their minds to suit their 
whims and desires. They knew that if they created these idols then they would be able to follow 
their desires. Why is this? This is because they knew that these idols allowed them to be the 
rulers instead of Allah (swt). 

They knew that if the people worshipped Allah (swt) Alone then the people would 
demand to be ruled by the Law of Allah (swt). They knew that when the people recognized 
Tawhid, or the absolute Oneness of Allah (swt), then they would want to be ruled only by the 
Divine Law. When the human being truly recognizes Allah (swt) as He (swt) truly IS, then he will 
never allow anyone else to be his Lord and Master. So they prevented their people from realizing 
Tawhid by telling them to worship these idols instead of Allah (swt). When Tawhid was removed 
from the hearts of the people, then they allowed themselves to be ruled by other than the Law of 
Allah (swt). They allowed themselves to be ruled by the laws of men. Now these fools can serve 
their desires. They were now the legislators. They can legalize adultery and drinking. They can 
legalize usury and gambling. They can allow women to walk in the streets naked. They can do 
whatever their desires tell them to do. This is why they made these idols and told the people to 
worship them instead of Allah (swt). It was because of their desires. It was so that they could rule 
the people by their own laws instead of the Law of Allah (swt). It was to make the people forget 
Allah (swt) and the absolute Oneness of Allah (swt). Allah (swt) is the Only God to be worshipped 
and the Only Sovereign to by obeyed. This is Tawhid. 
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Do we not see the devils doing this same injustice in the world today? They have created 
a million false gods for the people to worship instead of Allah (swt). This is so that the people will 
forget about Allah (swt). When a human heart forgets Allah (swt) it allows itself to be ruled by 
other than the Law of Allah (swt). When a human heart forgets Allah (swt) it allows itself to have 
another master and lord besides Him (swt). So we see the people today worshipping a million 
other things besides Allah (swt). We see the hearts of the people consumed by a million other 
false gods. These false gods include the celebrities, sports stars, politicians, wealth, power, 
prestige, whatever it is that the people think about instead of Allah (swt). The devils have made 
sure that the hearts of the people are filled with everything else except Allah (swt). They know 
that when the people devote themselves completely to Allah (swt) then the people will demand 
the Law of Allah (swt). The people will demand the return of the Islamic State. This is why they try 
to take the hearts of the people away from Allah (swt) and towards a million false gods. It is so 
that they can rule the people by their desires instead of ruling them by the Law of their Lord. 

So one of the ways in which we can work to bring back the Islamic State today is to 
reconnect the people with Allah (swt). We have to show the people that only Allah (swt) matters in 
their life. Allah (swt) is the reason why they exist and He (swt) is the One Who has given them 
everything that they have. Allah (swt) is the Perfect One and the Pure One. The One Who 
because of His (swt)’s Purity and Perfection deserves all of the worship, sanctification, respect, 
and obedience. One of the best ways through which to reconnect the people with Allah (swt) is 
with His (swt)’s Book. The Quran is the Book of Allah (swt) and if you approach it with a sincere 
heart and a desire to come closer to Him (swt) with it, then Insha Allah, Allah (swt) will draw you 
closer to Him (swt) with it. So in your local masjid you should organize study circles, where the 
people, especially the youth come together and study the Quran. Make them to drink the Quran. 
Make them to come closer and closer to Allah (swt) with every ayah that they learn. If you can 
take even one soul away from these false gods and towards Allah (swt) then Insha Allah that 
would be one of the best of deeds that you can do. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace 
back to bring the people back to Him (swt) with His (swt)’s Book! May Allah (swt) bring back His 
Law to the world today! 
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In the final part of this ayah Allah (swt) says “And certainly the Guidance has come to 
them from their Lord”. They made these idols because of their desires. They told their people 
that these idols were gods and that they should be worshipped besides Allah (swt). They did this 
only because of their desires. Only because of their desires. They wanted to follow their lusts 
instead of submitting to their Creator. So they made these lies in their mind. They did not base 
what they did on any knowledge but rather only on guess and conjecture. So they told their 
people what to worship based only on their imagination and only to suit their desires. See then 
how evil a people they are. They not only mislead their own people with this deviation but also 
generations and generations of their children. For countless generations souls were prostrating 
themselves before false gods of stone only because a few perverted men did not want to rule by 
the Law of Allah (swt). 

Now the worship of idols was an innovation that had been passed on among the Arabs 
and the Quraysh for generations. The chiefs who lived at the time of the Prophet (saw) were not 
the ones who had created these idols but rather they had been told to worship them by their 
forefathers. So these chiefs may be able to use ignorance as an excuse before Allah (swt) on the 
Last Day. They could tell Allah (swt) that they had been taught to worship these false gods 
instead of Him (swt). They could put the blame on their forefathers. That excuse might have 
worked until the time when the Prophet (saw) was sent. After the Prophethood they could not use 
ignorance as an excuse anymore. As Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah “certainly the Guidance 
has come to them from their Lord”. Now the guidance has come to them from their Lord and so 
they have no excuse whatsoever for worshipping these idols. The very essence of this Message 
is Tawhid. The absolute Oneness of Allah (swt). Allah (swt) is the only God to be worshipped and 
the only Sovereign to be obeyed. Once this Message reaches them then they have no excuse 
whatsoever before Allah (swt). Now they were reminded of why they were created. Now they 
know what their purpose should be. Now they know right from wrong. Now the Straight Path that 
leads to their Lord has been made clear. The Guidance has come to them. If they continue to 
cling to these idols and reject the Message then they will have no excuse for themselves 
whatsoever. Now they know so they have no room anymore for excuses. 
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The lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is to realize that the Guidance has 
come to us as well. We have with us today the Book of Allah (swt) and the Sunnah of His (swt)’s 
Messenger. In these sources of light, Allah (swt) has clearly shown what is right and what is 
wrong. Allah (swt) had made clear the Straight Path that leads to His Pleasure and He (swt) has 
shown the other paths that lead away from Him (swt). If we now go astray then we will have no 
excuse before Allah (swt) whatsoever. We can no longer use ignorance as an excuse. Allah (swt) 
has clearly shown us that which is pleasing to Him (swt) and that which is displeasing to Him 
(swt). So now if we willfully disobey the Law of Allah (swt) again and again, if we break ourselves 
up into nations and tribes, if we take saints for worship or make them as intercessors between us 
and Allah (swt), if we fail to rule our lands by the Law of Allah (swt), if we make as permissible 
what He (swt) has forbidden, then we have no excuse before Him whatsoever. How can you 
choose the wrong path when your Lord has clearly shown you the right path? How can you allow 
yourselves to go astray when the Guidance has come to you? If you do then what excuse will you 
give before your Lord on that great Day when you meet Him (swt)? May Allah (swt) save us from 
ever having to stand before Him (swt) while having turned away from His (swt)’s Guidance! 

Just as we have no excuse for not following this Guidance, we have even less of an 
excuse for remaining ignorant of it. The Guidance is there in the Quran and Sunnah. In these 
sources of Light Allah (swt) has given us all that we could ever need to find our way to Him (swt). 
So why are we not making an effort to study the Quran and Sunnah? When was the last time that 
you read a tafsir like this or a book of hadith? How can you even call yourself a believer in the 
Message that the Prophet (saw) brought to you from your Creator and not make the effort to find 
out what your Creator is telling you in this Message? Allah (swt) emphasizes with certainty in this 
ayah that certainly the Guidance has come from Him (swt). This means that the time for sleeping 
and rest is over. Now is the time to strive to learn this Guidance so that we can find the Path to 
Allah (swt) and so that we can guide others to this Path as well. May Allah (swt) give us the 
enabling grace to do that! We can only find Allah (swt) and that which pleases Him (swt) if such 
be His (swt) Will! 
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25. Or is it for man whatever he desires? 







Now the Guidance has come to these people. Now the Straight Path has been made 
clear from the ways of deviation and error. Should these people now choose to worship these 
idols instead of Allah (swt) then they would have no excuse in front of Him (swt) whatsoever. 
Should these people now choose to rule by their desires rather than the Law of Allah (swt) then 
they would have no excuse in front of Him (swt) whatsoever. This is what Allah (swt) established 
for us in the previous ayahs. Now in this ayah Allah (swt) asks us an interesting question. 

Allah (swt) says “Or is it for man whatever he desires?”. Once the Guidance comes to 
man from Allah (swt) then he must submit to it. This is the way that it should be. The other 
alternative is that man be allowed to do whatsoever he pleases. The other alternative is that man 
should be allowed to turn away from the Guidance if he wants. The other alternative is that man 
should be allowed to worship idols and follow his desires if he wants to. Is this the way that is 
should be? Is it for man whatever he desires? Is this how the universe operates? Is this why he 
was created? Was man created so that he can turn away from Allah (swt) and do whatsoever he 
pleases? Was this the purpose of creation? No of course not. Anyone can see that this is not the 
case. But those who behave arrogantly and reject this Message even when they know that it is 
the Truth behave in this way. They think that for them is whatever they wish. So in this ayah Allah 
(swt) brings our attention to the foolishness of those who think in this way. They live on the earth 
that belongs to Allah (swt). They breathe the air that belongs to Allah (swt). They drink the water 
that belongs to Allah (swt). They eat the food that belongs to Allah (swt). They use the material 
resources of Allah (swt). They benefit from the bodies that were created for them by Allah (swt). 
And then they think that they can live their lives in whatever way that they want. They think that 
they can live their lives in heedlessness to Allah (swt) and in total disobedience to His (swt)’s 
Law. Is this the way that it should be. Is it for man whatever he desires? Simply look at the 
arrogance and the insolence of these people towards the One Who created them and the One 
Who sustains them for every second of their existence? 
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26. But to Allah is the Last and the First. 


In the previous ayah Allah (swt) asked us the question of whether man should have 
whatever he desired. Is this how the universe was meant to be? For man to live in it in whatever 
way he pleased with total disregard for his Creator? Is this for what he was created? In this ayah 
Allah (swt) answers this question. Allah (swt) says “But to Allah is the Last and the First”. Flow 
can man have whatsoever he desires when to Allah (swt) belongs the Last and the First? What 
does Allah (swt) mean by “the Last and the First”? The scholars say that it is referring to the 
Hereafter and to this life. The life after death and the life that we are living now. Both belong 
completely to Allah (swt). Notice how Allah (swt) mentions the Hereafter first because it is far 
more important than the life of this world. In terms of pleasure and pain, in terms of joy and 
sorrow, in terms of reward and punishment, how can this world even compare to the Hereafter? 
That is the true life. That is the existence that will last for all eternity. This world is only a 
temporary place of testing. A burning of a leaf that will be over before we know it. 

But we see from the ayah that even this world belongs completely to Allah (swt). So 
even in this life we have to live according to the way that Allah (swt) wants us to live. We cannot 
live however way that we may please. So herein lies the answer to the question that Allah (swt) 
asked in the previous ayah. For man is not whatsoever that he pleases. He does not exist to live 
in any way that he pleases. He does not live only to satisfy his desires and accumulate wealth. 
But rather he lives only to be a servant of Allah (swt). This is because everything in this life and 
everything in the Hereafter belongs only to Allah (swt). Therefore man just like all of the rest of 
creation is only the property of Allah (swt). We exist only to serve Him (swt). Since we are the 
complete property of Allah (swt) this means that every single action that we take must only be to 
serve Him (swt). Every single action must be done only to acquire the Pleasure of Allah (swt). We 
just like everything else in the creation belong completely to Him (swt). 
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Now this fact does not mean that we have to live a miserable existence. This does not 


mean that we have to suppress and curtail all of our desires. We should never think that being 
dedicated servants of Allah (swt) means that we will never find happiness and joy in life. On the 
contrary this is in fact the best of lives. This is the life which we were created to live. This is the 
life where we can have true peace and contentment. This is the life where we can find true joy 
and happiness. This joy and contentment comes from knowing that we are serving Allah (swt) as 
we were created to do. When you realize Allah (swt). When you realize how Perfect and Majestic 
He (swt) IS. When you realize all that He (swt) has done for you. Then how can you ever hope to 
find happiness other than in serving Him (swt)? 

As long as you know that you are serving Allah (swt), as long as you have a hope in your 
heart that you are pleasing Him (swt) at this moment, then does that not bring you happiness and 
contentment like nothing else can in the life of this world? When you are a slave of Allah (swt) is 
when you have true freedom. When you are a slave of Allah (swt) is when you will find true 
happiness. All that you have to do is get to know Him (swt) and try to come closer to Him (swt). 

In addition to that this Din is also the life where all of our needs can be satisfied in a 
balanced way. This is the life that is the middle way between the extremes of asceticism and 
materialism. We take and enjoy what Allah (swt) has made lawful of this world but we still restrict 
ourselves by His (swt)’s Law and keep away from what is displeasing to Him (swt). We are 
moderate in what we consume of this world. We do not go to extravagance and wastefulness and 
at the same time we are not niggardly and stingy. In such moderation that Islam teaches you will 
find peace and tranquility. You will not be burned by the fires of materialism and consumerism, 
nor will you have to live a life of renunciation and misery. Insha Allah you will find this Din to be 
the most balanced and tranquil of lives. 

However what is even better than all of this is that this is the life were we can know our 
Creator. What could be better than to know Allah (swt)? What could be better than to know that 
Allah (swt) is always there to look after you and to protect you? Would you have any fear if you 
realized this fact? What could be better than to know that any trial or any difficulty that comes to 
you in this world is something that is good for you? It is a means by which Allah (swt) is purifying 
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your sins and it is a means by which you are being drawn closer to Him (swt). What could be 
better than to know that in the end justice will be done for everyone and everything? Would you 
ever be sad after you realized this? Is it not better to know that there is a purpose for your life? Is 
it not better to know that you exist for something greater than simply to eat, sleep, defecate and 
die? So this life belongs completely to Allah (swt) and thus you must live this life only to serve 
Him (swt). The Hereafter belongs completely to Allah (swt) as well. So He (swt) Alone will be the 
One to judge you and He (swt) Alone will be the One to determine where your final abode will be. 
This is the meaning of this life and this is the reality of what comes after this life. May Allah (swt) 
help us all to understand this, to realize it, and to always remember it! 

This ayah is also a beautiful example of the linguistic Miracle of the Quran. This ayah is 
only four small words but look at the depth of meaning that it contains. In this tafsir we have only 
scratched the surface of the meaning of this ayah, there is still an ocean of meaning that we have 
not even gone into. But even in what we have discussed look how much meaning there is. First 
Allah (swt) refutes the corrupt and foolish thinking of the idol-worshippers and of all those who 
think that they can live in this life in whatever way that they pleased. Then Allah (swt) reminds us 
that He (swt) is the Owner of the Hereafter and of this life. Then Allah (swt) reminds us that He 
(swt) Alone will be the One to judge all souls in the Hereafter, thus implying that in order to save 
ourselves in the Hereafter we only have to please Him (swt). Then Allah (swt) tells us that He 
(swt) is the Lord and Master of this world, the Sovereign Who is to legislate and the King Who is 
to rule. Then Allah (swt) tells us that our purpose in life is to serve Him (swt), just like everything 
else in this creation is also serving Him (swt). Then Allah (swt) shows us how this is the true life 
and the beautiful life. All of this ocean of meaning can be taken from only these four small Arabic 
words. Who then do you think is the Source of words such as these? 
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27. And how many an angel is there in the heavens, their intercession will be of no benefit 
whatsoever except after Allah has given permission for whom He pleases and chooses. 

We saw in the previous ayah that our lives are not for us to live in any which way that we 
please. Rather we came to realize that we are the creation of Allah (swt) and that He (swt) 
created us to worship and serve Him (swt). This is the purpose of our life. The Quraysh chiefs at 
the time of the Prophet (saw) did not realize this fact. They chose to turn away from this life. They 
chose to serve their lusts and desires and they chose to worship idols. They knew that what they 
were doing was wrong. They knew that what they were doing was not pleasing to Allah (swt). But 
they did it anyway. Now they did not do this out of an ignorance about Allah (swt). They knew 
very well about Allah (swt). They knew that all Might and Power was with Allah (swt). They knew 
that only Allah (swt) could save them from harm in the life of this world. They knew that only Allah 
(swt) could bring them any benefit in the life of this world. Deep down inside they also knew of the 
Hereafter and they knew that only Allah (swt) could save them in the Hereafter. So why then did 
they worship these idols? Why did they worship these idols when they knew that all Might and 
Power was only with Allah (swt) and that only He (swt) can bring benefit both in this life and the 
next? One reason was because they had hoped that these idols would be intermediaries between 
them and Allah (swt). In the Hereafter they hoped that these idols would make intercession for 
them before Allah (swt). Even in this life they thought that these idols would benefit them or save 
them from harm. That is why in this life whenever they wanted something they would go to these 
idols. They would pray to these idols to ask of Allah (swt) on their behalf. Similarly in the 
Hereafter they had hoped that these idols would intercede for them before Allah (swt). They 
hoped these idols would change the Judgment of Allah (swt) and allow them to enter the Garden. 
Even if they had lived a lifetime of sin they had still hoped that these idols would save them on 
that Day. These are the false hopes that they had of these idols. 
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Allah (swt) says in this ayah “And how many an angel is there in the heavens, their 
intercession will be of no benefit whatsoever except after Allah has given permission for 
whom He pleases and chooses”. They had these high hopes for their idols. Grotesque figures 
that they themselves carved out of stone. In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us that even the angels in 
the heavens, even all of the angels in the heavens, will not benefit anyone with their intercession 
unless Allah (swt) gives His (swt)’s permission. What are idols when compared to the angels? 

The angels are among the greatest of Allah (swt)’s creation. Noble creatures of pure light. They 
worship Allah (swt) for every moment of their existence. So if there were any creature whose 
intercession might be of some avail it would be these angels. Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah that 
there are so many angels in the heavens, even more than we can possibly even count, but even 
their intercession will be of no avail to anyone unless Allah (swt) first gives His (swt)’s permission. 
These are the angels and their intercession will be of no avail whatsoever. They cannot do 
anything for anyone even in the least bit. So how then can you keep your hope in idols? How then 
can you prefer idols to Allah (swt)? 

We see from the ayah that the only one who will benefit from the intercession of the 
angels is “whom He pleases and chooses”. Of course the “He” here refers to Allah (swt). So 
Allah (swt) will only allow His (swt)’s angels to intercede on your behalf if you are among those 
whom He (swt) is pleased with. If Allah (swt) is not pleased with you then He (swt) will never allow 
any of His (swt)’s angels to intercede on your behalf. When you realize this fact then who should 
you be striving to please? Whose opinion of you should you care about? 

This ayah is a powerful evidence to show that seeking intermediaries of any sort between 
you and Allah (swt) is wrong. Allah (swt) does not have any partners. So if you want to approach 
Him (swt) then you do not need to go through anyone, rather you should call on Him (swt) 
directly. It is only Shaitan who makes you think that you are too sinful and too impure to approach 
Allah (swt) with your prayer. Allah (swt) is your Creator and your Sustainer and so He (swt) 

Knows about your sins even more than you do. Allah (swt) was closer to you than your jugular 
vein when you committed those sins. So do not be afraid or embarrassed to approach Allah (swt) 
because of your sins. We all commit sins. But the best of us are those who repent and come back 
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to Allah (swt) time and time again. You should know that if you approach Allah (swt) with a 
sincere heart and you ask Him (swt) to forgive you your sins, then you can have a great hope that 
He (swt) will forgive you and that He (swt) will give you what you are asking for. May Allah (swt) 
help us all to remember that He (swt) will love us if we love Him (swt) and that He (swt) will be 
there for us if we sincerely serve Him (swt)! 

As you may know this innovation of seeking intermediaries and intercessors between one 
and Allah (swt) has become a huge problem for our Ummah today. Even today there are so 
called “holy men” or “saints” or “pyrs" who claim that they are close to Allah (swt). These false 
saints claim that Allah (swt) answers all of their prayers. They would even guarantee to the 
people that Allah (swt) would answer their prayer. So the people go to these imposters and they 
give them money and ask them to pray to Allah (swt) on their behalf. It has become nothing more 
than a business for them. These charlatans take money from the people and then they 
supposedly pray to Allah (swt) on behalf of the people. Similarly other people go to the graves of 
those who they believe were pious. Then they pray to these graves thinking that those in the 
graves can hear them. They think that those in the graves can be intermediaries for them with 
Allah (swt). Is all of this any different from what the Arabs at the time of the Prophet (saw) did? 
Has not Allah (swt) said that shirk or the calling on others besides Him (swt) is the most 
displeasing of acts to Him (swt)? So how can you go and put these holy men or those in the 
graves as intermediaries between you and Allah (swt)? You think that these holy men can make 
intercession for you with Allah (swt) because they were righteous and pure. Are they more pure 
than the angels? The angels who never commit sins. The angels who do not carry any of the filth 
or corruption of this earth. Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah that even the angels cannot make 
intercession for anyone unless He (swt) first gives them permission. So if even the angels cannot 
save you then what hope can you have in these men? How could you choose these men over 
Allah (swt)? All men commit sins. All men are tainted by the corruptions and filth of this world. So 
how then can you place your hope in them? May Allah (swt) save this Ummah from these 
imposters! May Allah (swt) make us realize that only He (swt) answers prayers! 
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So the lesson that we can take from this ayah is that we should only call on Allah (swt) in 
times of need. We should never allow anyone or anything to be an intermediary between us and 
Him (swt). If you want Allah (swt) to answer your prayer then why don’t you call on Him (swt) 
directly? What is preventing you from approaching your Lord and Master? After all you know that 
you live only to please Him (swt) so why are you afraid of being close to Him (swt)? Do you not 
know that one of the most pleasing of actions to Allah (swt) is when you call on Him (swt) while 
you are in need? So why then would you ever want to direct your prayer to other than Him (swt)? 
May Allah (swt) help us to remember how close He (swt) is to us! May Allah (swt) allow us to 
always go to Him (swt) whenever we are in need! May Allah (swt) save this Ummah from shirk 
and innovation! 



28. Surely the ones who do not believe in the Hereafter name the angels with female 
names. 

So we have seen in the previous ayah how the fools who worshipped had placed all 
kinds of false hopes in their gods. They thought that their idols can make intercession for them 
with Allah (swt) on the Last Day. They thought that their idols can bring them some benefit in the 
life of this world or that they can save them from some harm. So they worshipped these idols as 
partners besides Allah (swt). They prostrated themselves before these idols when they knew that 
only Allah (swt) was their Creator and that only He (swt) was their Sustainer. They knew that only 
He (swt) deserved their worship and still they turned away from Him (swt). Now here Allah (swt) 
shows us how they had this corrupted belief towards the angels as well. Just like they took the 
idols for worship and made them as intermediaries between them and Allah (swt), they did the 
same for the angels. These people took the angels, the noble and dedicated servants of Allah 
(swt), and worshipped them as gods besides Him (swt). 
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In this ayah Allah (swt) says “Surely the ones who do not believe in the Hereafter 
name the angels with female names”. Just like they would give their idols female names, they 
would do the same for the angels. Just like they would worship their idols they would worship the 
angels as well. Once again we can see their perversion and their lusts being manifested in what 
they have chosen to worship. Just as their lusts drove them to name their idols with female 
names, it also made them to do the same to the angels. So in reality they were worshipping their 
desires. They were worshipping their passion for women. Their desire for women was so strong 
that they saw women as something divine. Thus since they knew that the angels were close to 
Allah (swt), they said that all of the angels were females and they gave them female names. This 
way they could worship the angels just like they worship their female idols and just like they 
worship their passion for women. So much had Shaitan and their desires deceived them that they 
made up this flagrant lie about the angels, the dedicated servants of Allah (swt). 

Why have they done this? Why have they spoken such lies about the angels of Allah 
(swt)? They knew that this was not true. They knew that this was not pleasing to Allah (swt). So 
why did they do this? As Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah it is because they did not believe in the 
Hereafter. They may have thought about the Hereafter, deep down inside they may even have 
known that it was true, but they did not have the certainty about it. They did not believe with 
certainty in the life after this one. They did not realize with certainty that they will one day soon be 
standing before Allah (swt). They did not see this is an absolute reality that will happen tomorrow. 
This realization with certainty is what they did not have. They did not realize the reality of that Day 
on which they will stand before Allah (swt) and be judged for each and every one of their actions. 
They did not realize the reality of a Fire that burns seventy times hotter than the fire of this world. 
They did not realize the reality of a Garden of pure bliss wherein is every pleasure imaginable. 
They did not believe with certainty in the Hereafter and that is why they spoke about the angels of 
Allah (swt) what they knew to be a lie. They spoke it only to satisfy their lusts and passions. 

One lesson that we can take from this ayah is to see how we need to build in ourselves 
the certainty of the Hereafter. These people did an action that was most displeasing to Allah (swt) 
because they did not have this certainty in the Hereafter. As Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah the 
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reason why they named the angels with female names is because they did not believe in the 
Hereafter. They did not believe with the true and certain belief. So in order to save ourselves from 
becoming like them, in order to save ourselves from doing what is displeasing to Allah (swt), we 
need to have this certainty about the Hereafter. We need to believe in the Day of Judgment, the 
Fire, and the Garden with absolute certainty. It must not be a story or a fairytale. It must not be 
something that we have doubts about. It must not be something that we think is a long way away. 
Rather it must be something that we constantly think about. It must be a reality in our minds. We 
should almost be able to picture ourselves standing naked before Allah (swt) on the Day of 
Judgment. We should think about what it would feel like to roast in the Fire, even though it is 
frightening and disturbing, we should still think about it. You know how painful burning is, now 
think for a moment if your whole body was burning, and it was burning for all eternity. Can you 
even begin to realize how frightening this is? This is what you must bring to mind the next time 
you contemplate doing something that is displeasing to your Lord. Similarly we should think about 
what it will be like to be in the bliss of the Garden. Can you imagine being in that place of pure 
delight and peace, having never to work or strive again and never feeling any pain or even the 
slightest discomfort? Being free of all worries and fears. You can have therein whatsoever it is 
that you may desire. This is what you should bring to mind the next time you feel lazy to do your 
obligations for Allah (swt). This is how we need to build within ourselves the certainty of the 
Hereafter. Even though we may not be able to fully comprehend what the Hereafter will be like 
we should still think about it. Insha Allah these thoughts will help us to avoid doing and saying 
which is displeasing to Allah (swt). 
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29. And they do not have any knowledge concerning it. They only follow the Dhunn. And 
surely the Dhunn does not avail against the Truth at all. 

We have seen so far that these people have done the action that Allah (swt) is most 
displeased with. They have taken others as gods besides Him (swt). They have allowed 
themselves to be mislead by their desires. They gave themselves the permission to legislate laws 
when they knew that the sovereignty was only for Allah (swt). They named the idols and the 
angels with female names and they made these as intermediaries between them and Allah (swt). 
When you realize Allah (swt) and you know Allah (swt) then you see the severity of the evil that 
they have done. But why did they do this? Did they do this based on any knowledge? Did they 
have any guidance or revelation coming from Allah (swt) telling them to do this? Based on what 
did they do these horrendous actions that were most displeasing to Allah (swt)? In this ayah 
Allah (swt) answers these questions. 

Allah (swt) begins by saying “And they do not have any knowledge concerning it”. 

They did not base what they did on knowledge. They had no knowledge whatsoever to support 
what they did. What did they have then? Why did they do what they did? Allah (swt) then says 
“They only follow the Dhunn”. Dhunn means conjecture, speculation, and anything about which 
there is no certainty. They did not have any knowledge so they guessed. They made assumptions 
and they used their imagination. They thought to themselves that since the body of a woman is so 
beautiful then it must mean that there is something divine about it. Even though there was 
perfection and beauty in the body of a woman they failed to realize that Allah (swt) was far more 
perfect and far more beautiful. But they had become so distant from the Divine that they could not 
come to this realization. They said to themselves that the angels were female. They said that 
these were Allah (swt) has “daughters” that they could worship alongside Him (swt). They thought 
to themselves that perhaps these angels will be kind and considerate towards them. Perhaps 


80 



they will answer their prayer or they will take their prayer to Allah (swt). Perhaps they will save 
them on the Day of Judgment. This was the sick and twisted thinking that these people had. All of 
it was Dhunn. All of it was nothing but imagination and assumptions. The bottom line is that they 
wanted to serve their desires rather than serving their Creator and Sustainer so they made these 
assumptions that allowed them to do that. They already had a goal that they wanted to reach so 
they made themselves a path to it. 

One important lesson that we can take from this ayah is to see how any idea or thought 
that we have must be based on knowledge. We can see from this ayah that Allah (swt) does not 
like it when we believe something based on conjecture or assumptions, rather He (swt) wants us 
to believe based on knowledge. So we must believe in Allah (swt) based on the conviction that 
we have in our hearts that He (swt) Exists and not simply because our parents told us to. There 
are countless signs in the heavens and the earth that point to the Existence and the Oneness of 
Allah (swt). We discussed some of these in our tafsir of Surah Fatihah and Surah Furqan. 
Similarly we must believe that the Prophet (saw) is the Messenger of Allah (swt) based on the 
conviction that we have in our hearts and not simply because we are told that it is so. This Quran 
is the proof for the Prophet (saw) and anyone who studies it and studies its Miracle will see how it 
could not be from any except Allah (swt). We discussed the Miracle of the Quran in some detail in 
our tafsir of the 24 lh ayah of Surah Baqarah. Please refer to it if you have any doubts concerning 
this issue. So we see that it is very important that our Iman is based on conviction rather than 
assumption or “blind faith”. As we can see from this ayah Allah (swt) wants us to follow 
knowledge and not assumption and conjecture. 

Not only is this what is pleasing to Allah (swt) but there are also many dangers to 
adopting our belief based on blind faith. If we base our belief based on blind faith then we will not 
have that certainty that we talked about in the previous ayah. When a Muslim is not certain about 
the Day of Judgment and the Hereafter then he will give himself the permission to commit sins. 

He will give himself the permission to be lazy and to be negligent in his obligations to Allah (swt). 
He is not certain about Allah (swt) and the life after this one so he thinks that he might as well 
enjoy this life while he has it. The only way to save ourselves from this kind of thinking is to build 
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in ourselves the firm conviction in our Iman. This can only be done if we reach our Iman through 
deep contemplation and reflection rather than blind faith or conjecture. May Allah (swt) help us to 
do that! May Allah (swt) give us the certainty of Iman! 

Not only must we take our Iman based on knowledge but also any idea or thought that 
we adopt must be based on knowledge. This means that we must verify and check any idea or 
thought that we adopt. We cannot simply accept an idea without any evidence only because 
someone says that it is so, even if that person is a “scholar” or “learned man”. So tomorrow if one 
of these so called “scholars” comes and says that there is no such thing as the Islamic State and 
that it is permissible for us to rule by the laws of man then you have to ask him for his evidence 
for what he says. You know of all of the ayahs and the ahadith which say that sovereignty must 
only be for Allah (swt), so if this fool comes and says that man can be the sovereign then you 
have to ask him for his evidence for what he says. Do not simply take him at his word only 
because he is a scholar, especially when you can see that what he is telling you contradicts what 
the Quran and Sunnah are saying. If you simply follow him because he claims to be a scholar 
then you are following nothing but Dhunn. What does Allah (swt) have to say about Dhunn ? 

Allah (swt) says in the next part of the ayah “And surely Dhunn does not avail against 
the Truth at all”. We can see from this part of the ayah that Dhunn is the opposite of the Truth. 
The Truth is the clear guidance that Allah (swt) has sent down. The Truth is the Quran and the 
Sunnah. Dhunn is everything else besides that. Dhunn is the desires and the fancies of man. 
That is why the Truth vanquishes and obliterates the Dhunn. So these people can bring all kinds 
of assumptions and conjectures against this Truth. The bottom line is that they do not want to 
serve Allah (swt) as they had been created to do. They want to follow their desires and live as 
they please. They want to have a society where women show their bodies in public, where 
adultery is not punishable by death, and where wine and intoxicants are permissible. Is this not 
the situation in the majority of the Muslim countries today? This is the status quo that those who 
say that there is no need to rule by the Law of Allah (swt) want to maintain. This is the world that 
those who say that there is no such thing as the Islamic State want to create. A world that is 
heedless of Allah (swt) and disobedient to His (swt)’s Law. 
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In order to achieve this goal they will create all kinds of elaborate lies and they will bring 
all sorts of proofs and evidences to trick the Muslims. The Muslims who are utterly ignorant about 
their Din. But all that they are bringing is Dhunn and as Allah (swt) says “surely the Dhunn does 
not avail against the Truth at all”. What they are bringing does not stand a chance against the 
Truth. No matter how hard they try to hide the Truth they cannot change the fact that the Quran 
and the Sunnah clearly say that all sovereignty must only be for Allah (swt). No matter how hard 
they try to hide the Truth they cannot change the fact that everything in the universe testifies to 
the fact that only Allah (swt) needs to be worshipped and obeyed. So rest assured that in the end 
they will be defeated. In the end what they have does not stand a chance against what the 
sincere believers who are working in this dawah have. We have the Truth and the Truth destroys 
the Dhunn. The Quraysh chiefs at the time of the Prophet (saw) also chose to follow Dhunn 
because they wanted to serve their desires instead of serving Allah (swt). See then what 
happened to them. Rest assured the same will happen to those who oppose this Din today. 

30. So withdraw from the one who turns away from our Reminder, and who does not 
desire except the life of this world. 

In the previous ayah we saw that the most displeasing of people to Allah (swt) were those 
who followed only conjecture and assumptions, those who did not base their beliefs and their 
actions on sound knowledge and guidance. Rather they based it on whatever their whims and 
desires wanted. These are the ones who have succumbed to their desires. These are the ones 
who have chosen to serve themselves rather than their Creator. They know the Truth, they know 
that they were created only to worship and serve Allah (swt) but they have chosen to turn away 
from this Truth. They have chosen instead to worship idols and they have chosen to serve their 
desires. They know the Truth but they have still chosen to turn away. In this ayah Allah (swt) tells 
us what we should do with such people. In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us what should be our 
relationship with such people. So listen closely to what He (swt) is saying. 
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Allah (swt) says “So withdraw from the one who turns away from our Reminder ”. 


These are a people who have chosen to turn away from the Reminder that Allah (swt) has sent. 
The Reminder here refers to the Message of Al-lslam. The Message that is calling on all mankind 
to return to the purpose of their existence. To live their lives in worship of Allah (swt) just like the 
rest of the creation is doing. Such is the great purpose of this Message. These people have 
turned away from such a Message. So what should we do with such people? Allah (swt) tells us 
in this ayah that we should leave them. We should withdraw from them. We should turn away 
from them like they have turned away from Allah (swt). The Arabic word fa with which Allah (swt) 
begins this ayah is very important. This word tells us that we are turning away from them because 
they have turned away from Allah (swt). We are turning away from them because they are 
refusing to follow the guidance that has come to them. We are turning away from them because 
they are only following doubt and conjecture. They are following their lusts and desires. We are 
not turning away from them because we personally have something against them. We are not 
turning away from them because there is something about them that we do not like. We are not a 
people who live for ourselves or for this world, rather we live only for Allah (swt). So we are only 
turning away from them because they have turned away from Allah (swt). We are turning away 
from them because they have chosen to ignore the Quran and the Sunnah. We turn away from 
them because they refuse to follow what they know is the Truth. 

Now it is important to note that this ayah is not telling us that we should not carry dawah 
to these people. We should carry dawah to these people. We should present this Message to 
them if they are not Muslims, and we should remind them of this Message if they are Muslims. 

But once it becomes clear that these people have chosen to turn away from this Message. Once 
it becomes clear that they have rejected our dawah and that they are firm in their rejection, then 
we must leave them. We must not waste our time on a front where we know that there will be no 
success, rather we should focus our efforts on where we see some chance for success. So the 
lesson that we can take from this ayah is that we must not waste our time on those whom we are 
certain are not going to listen to us. Rather we should withdraw from them and we should find 
those who will respond to our dawah. 
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Dawah should be a lifelong endeavor, it should never end. But we have to remember that 
ultimately the goal of our dawah today should be to establish the Islamic State. So anything that 
we do towards achieving this goal can be considered as dawah. Thus if you are studying Arabic 
so that you can read the classical books of Sirah and hadith to see how the Prophet (saw) 
brought the Islamic State then this can be part of dawah. If you are working to save money so 
that you can go overseas and study then this can be dawah as well. If you are learning about 
Quran and Sunnah so that your Islamic culturing can increase then this can be part of dawah. So 
dawah is something that must continue throughout your life, and in your situation today you have 
to remember that the goal of your dawah must be to establish the Law of Allah (swt) in the land. 
The Prophet (saw) first started a movement to establish the Law of Allah (swt) before he (saw) 
carried the Message of Allah (swt) to mankind. Of course you can still do dawah to the people 
that you might think might be receptive to this Message, be they non-Muslims or Muslims who 
might not be practicing. You should still try and invite the people to this Message. But you have to 
remember that your goal in your dawah is to work to bring back the Law of Allah (swt) so most of 
your efforts should be towards this goal. As we know that it is only when the Islamic State is 
established that this Message can truly be carried to all mankind on a global and mass level. So 
this is where our efforts should be directed towards. In the meantime while you are carrying 
dawah to the people and then if you find that some people are simply not receptive to you then 
you should turn away from them and focus on the front of dawah where you will have the most 
success. As always Allah (swt) Knows best! 

In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) continues to describe these people whom we 
should leave and turn away from. Allah (swt) says about them “who does not desire except the 
life of this world”. All that they care about is the life of this world. They do not care about 
anything else except acquiring more and more of this world. They do not see past the material 
things of this world. So no matter how many times you remind these people about Allah (swt) they 
will not listen. Just like animals all that they care about is satisfying their lusts and desires. The 
language of the ayah gives the meaning that this worldly life is all that these people care about. 
They do not care about anything else besides this. 
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There are some people who are immersed in sin and heedlessness to Allah (swt) but 
deep down inside of them they have a desire to reform. They have a desire to be shown the 
Straight Path. They want to come back to Allah (swt). This is not whom this ayah is talking about. 
This ayah is talking about people who do not care about anything else except the life of this 
world. Their attention is focused on the life of this world and nothing else. These are the people 
whom we should turn away from and leave. Allah (swt) will deal with them when they return to 
Him (swt). For our part we have to leave them. 

If we do not leave them, if we continue to keep their company, then not only would we be 
disobeying the command of Allah (swt) in this ayah but there is also the danger that we might 
become like them. There is a danger that they might take us away from Allah (swt). The Prophet 
(saw) once said that a man is on the religion of his companion. So if the ones whom you spend a 
lot of time with are heedless of Allah (swt) then what do you think will happen to you? If all that 
they talk about is this worldly life and all that they think about is this worldly life then do you not 
think that they might make you do the same as well? When you live only for Allah (swt) how then 
can you be in the company of those who are so heedless of Him (swt)? If there is even the 
possibility that they might take you just slightly away from the Allah (swt), the Real and the True, 
the One Who you spend your life journeying towards, then how can you be near such people? 
Once you realize Allah (swt) then you will see that nothing matters except coming closer and 
closer to Him (swt). This life is nothing but a journey in which we strive to come closer and closer 
to our Lord. The worst that can happen to us in this life is we allow others to take us away from 
Him (swt). So in order to save ourselves from this fate we have to leave the company of those 
whom we can see are heedless of Him (swt). As Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah, we have to turn 
away from them. We have to turn away from them because they turned away from Allah (swt) 
and this Message that He (swt) has sent. Now of course if such people are our family members, 
or our co-workers or business partners, or classmates, then we need to interact with them to 
some extent. We cannot shun them completely because such interaction is also part of our 
servitude to Allah (swt). But we have to keep this to a limit, and we have to make certain that 
when we are with them we still remember Allah (swt) in our hearts. 
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31. That is the extent of their knowledge. Surely your Lord He Knows best about whom 
strays from His Path and He knows best about who is guided. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us about those who desire only the life of this world. 
These are the people whom Allah (swt) has commanded us to turn away from. These are the 
people who only think about the life of this world. Their only concern is the life of this world. They 
have no aspirations whatsoever other than accumulating as much wealth as possible in this world 
and having as much pleasure as possible in the life of this world. They are completely heedless of 
Allah (swt) and they have completely forgotten the reason why they were created. In this ayah 
Allah (swt) continues to tell us about such people and He (swt) continues to tell us what should be 
our relationship with such people. So look to the description that Allah (swt) gives of these people 
and strive to clean yourself of any of their traits. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying “That is the extent of their knowledge”. The life 
of this world is the extent of their knowledge. They do not know anything except the life of this 
world. They know so much about this world and the affairs of this world, yet they know nothing 
about Allah (swt). They know nothing about the Hereafter. They know nothing about the true 
purpose of their existence. Their knowledge is limited to this world. 

From this part of the ayah we should take an important lesson for ourselves. That is that 
we should not restrict our knowledge only to the affairs of this world. While it is important to learn 
of this world in order to live in it and in order to provide for ourselves and our families in it, we 
should never let this world be the extent of our knowledge. We should only learn of this world that 
which will benefit us in our worship and servitude of Allah (swt). So if you need to get a job in a 
particular field in order to support yourself and your family as Allah (swt) has commanded you to, 
then you should gain knowledge about that field. The gaining of this knowledge is praiseworthy 
because it helps you to support your family and it helps you to worship Allah (swt). However 
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beyond this all of your learning should be focused towards the Din. Spend your time, your energy 
and your money learning about Islam. Do not be like these people whom Allah (swt) is displeased 
with. The ones whom the extent of their knowledge is only the life of this world. Remember the 
hadith where your beloved (saw) has told you that if you should seek a path to gain knowledge, 
then Allah (swt) will make easy for you the path to the Garden. Spend your time and efforts 
learning about this Din. 

In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says “Surely your Lord He Knows best about 
whom strays from His Path and He knows best about who is guided”. In this part of the ayah 
Allah (swt) tells us what should be our relationship with these people. These people who have 
chosen to turn away from Him (swt). These people who know nothing except the life of this world. 
Allah (swt) tells us how we should deal with them. You see the thing is that these people think 
that they are guided. They think that what they are doing is correct. They think that their life is the 
Straight Path. They think that the sincere believers are the ones who are astray. They think that 
the believers are the ones who are the fools for not enjoying this world to the fullest extent like 
they have done. In this ayah Allah (swt) corrects such corrupted thinking. Allah (swt) reminds us 
here that He (swt) Knows best the one who is astray from His Path and He (swt) Knows best 
about who is guided. Thus Allah (swt) is telling us that we should not worry about these people, 
He (swt) Knows best about them. Allah (swt) Knows best about them and He (swt) will deal with 
them as He (swt) pleases. For our part we should try our best to carry this Message to them, and 
if we see that they are constant and firm in their rejection of it then we should leave them to our 
Lord. He (swt) Knows best about them and He (swt) Knows best about us as well. 

Notice here how Allah (swt) refers to these people as being astray from His (swt)’s way. 
So the correct way is the way of Allah (swt). The correct path is the path that the Prophet (saw) 
walked on. Anyone who goes away from this path is the one who is astray and anyone who 
strives to follow this path is the one who is guided. So we should always remind ourselves that 
our choice in the way that we choose to live our lives does not need to be approved by anyone 
else. We follow the way of the Prophet (saw) because we see that it is the Truth. Allah (swt) 
Knows that this is the correct path and that this is His (swt)’s way, so this should be all that 
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matters for us. Even if we see all the people in the world going astray from this way it still should 
not concern us. Even if everyone criticizes us for following this way it should still not matter for us. 
We know that this is the right way, we know that Allah (swt) Knows that this is the right way, and 
we hope that He (swt) is pleased with us. This then is all that should matter to us. We should not 
care what the people think about the way of life that we choose. All that should matter for us is 
the Pleasure of Allah (swt). So we should always be reciting this ayah to ourselves and reminding 
ourselves that Allah (swt) Knows best those who are guided to His (swt) way and those who go 
astray from it. We should always have a hope that if Allah (swt) has guided us to this way, out of 
all of the people, then that means that He (swt) is pleased with us. If Allah (swt) is pleased with us 
then this should be all that matters. If you truly realized Allah (swt) then you would see why this is 
so. If you truly knew Allah (swt) then you would see why this is so. May Allah (swt) help us to 
realize how blessed we are to be among those who are guided to His (swt)’s way! May Allah (swt) 
choose Islam for us as our way of life and may He (swt) make us pleased with it! 
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32. And to Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the earth, that He 
may repay those who do evil with what they have done and reward those who do good 
with the best. 

Allah (swt) told us in the previous ayah about two kinds of people. One group is those 
who realize the purpose of their creation and so they spend their life in worship and servitude to 
Allah (swt). They know that they were created only to serve their Lord so this is the only concern 
that they have in life. The other group cares only for the life of this world. They do not have any 
concern except satisfying their lusts and desires. These are the ones who do not care that they 
were created only to worship and serve Allah (swt). So even when the Message reaches them 
reminding them of this purpose for their creation they turn away from it. Allah (swt) commanded 
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us in the previous ayah to leave these people in the folly of their ways. We should still try our best 
to carry this Message to them. We should still try our best to call them to Allah (swt). But when it 
becomes clear that they have chosen to turn away from this Message and that they are stubborn 
in their rejection, then we should leave them to Allah (swt). They have made their choice and 
Allah (swt) Knows the choice that they have made. Allah (swt) Knows about them and He (swt) 
will deal with them when they return to Him (swt). So this is how the two groups respond when 
the Message from Allah (swt) reaches them. One group chooses to accept it and the other turns 
away from it. In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us why the first of these groups has made the correct 
choice and He (swt) tells us why the second of them has made the wrong choice. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by reminding us that everything in this universe belongs only 
to Him (swt). Allah (swt) is the Owner and the Master of every single thing that exists in the 
heavens and the earth. When you realize this fact how then can you choose a life where you are 
not a slave of Him (swt)? If you should choose a life where you turn away from Allah (swt) then 
you are going against the very order and nature of this universe. Everything in this universe 
already belongs to Allah (swt). Everything in this universe is already serving Him (swt). So how 
then can you turn away? How can you choose a way of life where you live only for your self 
instead of for the Lord and Master? The fact that everything in the creation belongs to Allah (swt) 
clearly shows us that Islam is the only way of life that should be acceptable from all of creation. 
Anyone who goes away from this way of life is committing the worst of transgression and 
rebellion for they are rebelling against the very nature of the universe. So we see from here that 
the ones who have chosen to worship and serve Allah (swt) are the ones who realize the true 
reality of this universe and they conform to it. 

We can also note from this part of the ayah that when Allah (swt) says that everything in 
the heavens and everything in the earth belongs to Him (swt), He (swt) uses what is known in 
Arabic as the “lam of exclusiveness” to denote that ownership. This gives the meaning that not 
only does everything in the universe belong to Allah (swt), but it also gives the meaning that 
everything belongs only to Him (swt). Every single thing belongs only to Allah (swt). Can you 
even begin to comprehend what this means? This means that you and me and everyone else and 
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everything else in the entire creation are the complete property of Allah (swt). Allah (swt) is the 
One Who brought us all into existence and He (swt) is the One Who continues to maintain our 
existence as the moments pass us by. If Allah (swt) were to turn His (swt)’s attention away from 
the creation for even a moment then everything in this universe would be completely destroyed. 
You would cease to exist if Allah (swt) were to neglect you for even one moment. Do you then 
see how dependent you are on Him (swt)? Do you then see how much of an obligation you have 
to serve Him (swt)? Allah (swt) can do to you whatsoever that He (swt) pleases and such would 
not be injustice from Him (swt). Allah (swt) owns all of us and we are His (swt)’s to do with us as 
He (swt) pleases. Once we realize this then we should never complain for anything that befalls 
us. We should realize that everything which happens to us is only from Him (swt) and we are His 
for Him (swt) do with as He (swt) pleases. 

Now why then did Allah (swt) create us and create this universe? What is the purpose of 
creation? What is the purpose of our existence? Allah (swt) tells us in the next part of the ayah 
“that He may repay those who do evil with what they have done and reward those who do 
good with the best”. This is why Allah (swt) created us. This is why Allah (swt) created this 
wonderful universe that we see around us. It is only for a test. Allah (swt) could have created us 
and placed all of us in the Garden, but for a Wisdom that He (swt) Knows He (swt) decided to test 
us first. So the life of this world is nothing but a test. Every moment in this life is part of this test. 
Then we will all return to Allah (swt) and He (swt) will repay those who have done evil with the evil 
that they have done. Allah (swt) will not do any injustice to them whatsoever but rather He (swt) 
will only repay them with the evil that they have done. Every drop of punishment that they get is 
only what they deserve for their turning away from their Creator. For their insolence and their 
disobedience to Him (swt). For their heedlessness of Him (swt) and their unwillingness to strive to 
the best of their ability to please Him (swt). Allah (swt) deserves that we dedicate ourselves to 
Him (swt) and these people chose not to do that. That is evil and only that will they be 
recompensed for. These people made their bed in the Fire when he chose to turn away from their 
Creator. They made their bed for themselves when they did not give to Him (swt) the right that He 
(swt) deserves. 
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But for those who do good, for those who chose to live their lives in worship and 
servitude to Allah (swt), for those who responded to this Message when it reached them, for them 
Allah (swt) will reward them with the best. Not just any reward but the best of rewards. Notice in 
the ayah how Allah (swt) does not say that He (swt) will reward those who do good with what they 
have done like He (swt) had said for those who do evil, but rather He (swt) says that He (swt) will 
reward them with the best. In other words Allah (swt) will reward them with much better than what 
they deserve. Here again we see the Mercy and Kindness of our Lord. So these are the two 
groups of people on this planet, now which of these two groups do you want to belong to? 

Realize that this moment that is passing you by right now by is part of the test, so make your 
choice before it is too late. 
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33. The ones who keep away from the major sins and the Fawahish except the lamam, 
surely your Lord is Vast in Forgiveness. He Knows you best when He brings you forth 
from the earth and when you were embryos in the wombs of your mothers. So do not 
ascribe purity to yourselves, He Knows best who has Taqwa. 

So now we have seen the two paths that we can follow. One path is a life of worship and 
servitude to Allah (swt) and the other path is a life of serving desires and worshipping false gods. 
These are the two paths that we have ahead of us. The choices that we make over the course of 
our lives determines which of these paths we will follow. Now when we say that the first of these 
paths is a life of worship and servitude to Allah (swt), some might think that it is truly a difficult 
path to walk on. If you were to choose this path then not only would you become a slave but you 
would become a slave to the Lord and Master of the universe. You would be representing the 
Lord and Master of the universe on this earth. This is the greatest of responsibilities that can ever 
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be given to any of the creation, so can any of us truly live up to this responsibility? We as weak 
humans who always fall into sin and who always make mistakes. Can we ever live up to such a 
great responsibility? In this ayah Allah (swt) answers such questions. Allah (swt) reminds us why 
choosing the first of these paths is the correct choice for us and it is one that we will not regret. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying “The ones who keep away from the major sins 
and the Fawahish”. In this ayah Allah (swt) brings our attention to a certain kind of people. They 
are the ones who keep away from the major sins and the Fawahish. There are several sins that 
the scholars have called “the major sins”. The worst of these is killing a soul without a just cause 
that is identified in the Law of Allah (swt). The major sins also include missing the prayer 
intentionally, zina or adultery, dealing with interest, back-biting or tale bearing, stealing, and 
practicing magic. All of these are major sins. Mawdudi says in his tafsir of this ayah that the major 
sins are all the sins which have been explicitly forbidden in the Quran or in the Sunnah. The way 
that Allah (swt) forbids actions is either by telling us not to do that action, or by cursing the one 
who does that action or by promising a punishment either in this life or in the Hereafter for the one 
who does that action. So any action that has been specifically mentioned in the Quran and 
Sunnah as an action that is displeasing to Allah (swt) is a major sin. Allah (swt) Knows best! 

The Fawahish are all the sexual actions that are connected to zina. So it includes zina 
and everything that leads up to zina. Allah (swt) in His (swt)’s Mercy has made your wives 
permissible for you. But if you direct your sexual desire to anything other than your wives then 
this is Fawahish. So to look with desire is Fawahish and to speak with desire is Fawahish. Even 
to listen to the voice or the song of a woman while you desire her is Fawahish. Any kind of 
touching with desire or fondling is also Fawahish. The fact that Allah (swt) singles out this sin of 
Fawahish shows us how displeasing it is to Him (swt). May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace 
to control our lusts and keep away from the Fawahish\ 

So in this ayah Allah (swt) has brought our attention to these people who stay away from 
the major sins and from the Fawahish. Then Allah (swt) says “except the lamam”. The scholars 
say that lamam refers to the minor sins or those sins that are done without our knowledge. We all 
commit so many sins both with our knowledge and without our knowledge. Even though we know 
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the high ideal that Allah (swt) has for us, we often fall short of this ideal. This is because we are 
weak and we are forgetful. So for example when we pray we might think about this worldly life in 
our prayer, or sometimes when we are talking we might inadvertently say something about 
someone else that they might not like. Now that we are living without the Islamic State there are 
many other actions that we do which we cannot be certain are permissible. For example we 
interact with members of the opposite sex at work or in school, we look at their faces even though 
the desire is not present. We put our money in banks that deal with interest. We deal with 
different forms of insurance. We pay taxes to a kufr government. We listen to music on the radio 
or we watch television. We may not spend as much time in the dawah as we know that we 
should. We may even allow several hours in our day to pass without remembering Allah (swt). 

We may not perform our duties and responsibilities in the best way possible. We may become 
lazy and make mistakes. All of these are examples of what can be considered lamam. These are 
all minor sins and shortcomings that everyone except those are very close to Allah (swt) commit.. 
So Allah (swt) brings our attention in this ayah to this group of people who keep away from the 
major sins and the sexual actions, the only thing that they do not keep away from are the minor 
sins. What then is the fate of such people? Will they be taken to account for all of those minor 
sins? Are they doomed to the Fire? 

Allah (swt) says, “Surely your Lord is Vast in Forgiveness”. Flow beautiful is this? How 
wonderful is this? Allah (swt) tells us in this part of the ayah that if we can keep away from the 
major sins and the Fawahish then He (swt) will forgive us all those minor sins that are considered 
as lamam. We all do hundreds and hundreds of actions every day of our lives in heedlessness to 
Allah (swt). Many of these actions may even be actions that He (swt) is displeased with. Many of 
these actions are not becoming of a servant of the Lord and Master of the universe. Some of 
these actions we do with our knowledge like listening to music on the radio, some of these we do 
without our knowledge like being distracted in our Salah, and some of these we do because we 
are forced to do since we are living in a kufr land like interacting with women or dealing with 
insurance and paying taxes. Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah that He (swt) will forgive us for all of 
these actions. The language of the ayah is beautiful. Think of all of the sins that you have done as 
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an ocean then think of the Forgiveness of Allah (swt) as an ocean that is even more vast than 
your ocean of sins. The ocean of the Forgiveness of Allah (swt) envelops and drowns your ocean 
of sins. That is how your Lord is Vast in Forgiveness. This is Who Fie (swt) IS. 

Once you realize this fact how then could you not choose this life of worship and 
servitude to Allah (swt)? When you realize how Forgiving and Merciful your Master IS then why 
do you not want to serve Him (swt)? Why do you not even make the effort? It is only Shaitan that 
tells you that you cannot do it. You can do it if only you would make the effort. All that Allah (swt) 
is asking of you is that you try your best. All that He (swt) is asking of you is that you pray five 
times a day, fast in Ramadan, give a small percent of your wealth in Zakat every year, and make 
pilgrimage to the Kabbah if you are able to. In addition to this He (swt) also asks that you stay 
away from the major sins and the indecent and lewd sexual actions. Then He (swt) asks that you 
try your best to carry this Message to others in whatever way that you can and that you work to 
bring back the Law of Allah (swt) in whatever way that you can. This is all that Allah (swt) asks of 
you. If you can do this then Allah (swt) promises you peace and tranquility in this life and a 
Garden as wide as the heavens and the earth in the next. Best of all is that He (swt) promises 
you His Pleasure and Contentment. Why then would you not choose this life? Why then do you 
not want to serve Allah (swt) as you were created to do and as you are being sustained to do? 

One important fact to note about this ayah is that it does not mean that we should be 
happy with committing minor sins or that we should be looking for ways to commit minor sins. 
Many scholars have even said that the minor sins can become major sins if they are committed in 
total disregard to the Law of Allah (swt) or if they are committed without any kind of remorse or 
sadness. This means that you are doing these actions and you do not even care that you are 
doing these actions, it does not bother you at all. So we should never be happy with ourselves 
that we are committing minor sins. Rather we should feel remorse and sadness and we should 
always be asking Allah (swt) to forgive us. In addition to that as much as possible, we should try 
to keep away from the minor sins because we know that Allah (swt) would be pleased with us if 
we even avoid these actions. Even though we know that Allah (swt) will forgive the minor sins we 
should still try our best to avoid them to become closer and closer to Him (swt). 
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So the lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is that we must never turn away 
from the life of Islam because it seems too difficult or because it seems impossible to live this life. 
It is true that practicing this Din can be difficult at times, especially when we are living in the land 
of kufr. But we have to always remember that our Lord is Vast in Forgiveness. So as long as we 
keep far away from the major sins and the Fawahish then from this ayah we have a hope that 
He (swt) will overlook for us all of our minor sins and our shortcomings in our obligations. How 
wonderful is that? What excuse do you have now for not choosing this life of Islam? 

We should also remind ourselves once again that this Surah was an early Makkan Surah. 
This means that when this Surah was revealed most of the laws in this Din had not been given 
yet. This Surah was revealed when the Prophet (saw) was still building that early generation of 
Muslims. So we see that even before Allah (swt) revealed most of the laws in this Din, He (swt) 
still reminded the early Muslims that He (swt) was Vast in Forgiveness. Thus the Sahabah (raa) 
never lost hope in their ability to live this Din because they knew that they had a Lord Who was 
Vast in Forgiveness. They knew that this life of Islam was indeed the best life for them. So they 
never allowed Shaitan to tell them that this life was impossible for them to live. Even though many 
of them came from a society and a people who were very much given to satisfying their lusts and 
desires, even though they themselves used to live a life of utter heedlessness to Allah (swt), they 
never thought that this life was impossible for them. This is because they knew the Quran well 
and consequently they knew their Lord well. So before you learn anything else about this Din, 
remind yourself of the fact that your Lord is Vast in Forgiveness. Then realize that there is nothing 
that you can do which is beyond His (swt)’s Forgiveness. 

In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says, “He Knows you best when He brings you 
forth from the earth and when you were embryos in the wombs of your mothers”. If you are 
still reluctant to choose Islam as a way of life for yourself then Allah (swt) reminds you in this ayah 
about where you came from. You are now a complete human being. You can walk, you can talk, 
you can write, you can play, you can laugh, you can devour, you can create and fashion, you can 
do whatsoever you please that your body allows you to do. But do you remember where you 
came from? Do you know what you were before you were this human being that you see in the 
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mirror? Allah (swt) Knows and He (swt) reminds you in this ayah that He (swt) Knows. You came 
from the earth. Allah (swt) is the One Who brought you out from the earth. There was a time not 
too long ago when you were nothing but the minerals and grains of this earth. Then Allah (swt) 
turned those substances from the earth into your father’s sperm and into your mother’s eggs. You 
do not remember this state where you used to be but Allah (swt) Knows. He (swt) Knows when 
you were nothing but the dirt in the earth. He (swt) Knows and He (swt) reminds you in this ayah. 
Then after you were but dirt Allah (swt) then made you into an embryo in your mother’s womb. Do 
you remember your time in your mother’s womb? Allah (swt) Knew you well when you were in 
that state as well. He (swt) Knew because He (swt) was the One Who shaped you and fashioned 
you when you were but a lump of flesh in your mother’s womb. Even your mother did not know 
you at that time but Allah (swt) Knew you well. So you see that no one Knows you better than 
Allah (swt). He (swt) has Known you in all the stages of life that you have passed through. When 
you realize this then how can you turn away from Him (swt)? How then can you choose another 
life other than being His (swt)’s servant? So we must always remember where we came from. 
Once we realize what we used to be, just dirt in the earth and just an embryo in a womb, then we 
must show gratitude to the One Who made us as we are today. 

Then in the next part of this ayah Allah (swt) says “So do not ascribe purity to 
yourselves”. In this ayah Allah (swt) has promised to forgive for you all of your minor sins. As 
long as you can keep away from the major sins and the indecent sexual actions, and as long as 
you can perform all your obligations to Allah (swt) to the best of your ability, then He (swt) has 
promised to forgive you all of your shortcomings. In fact as we can see, Allah (swt) has made this 
Din so easy that anyone who has a sincere heart and anyone who tries his or her best can live 
according to it. But if you are able to do it, if you are able to keep away from the major sins and 
the indecent sexual acts then should you think that you are the best? Should you say that you are 
pure and clean? No you cannot. Allah (swt) tells you in this ayah not to ascribe purity to yourself. 
Not to think that you are the best and that you are so righteous. This is because of where you 
came from. When you realize who you are and from where you came then how could you say 
that you are pure? How can you say that you are the best? How can you be arrogant and proud? 
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No rather you must always remember your humble origins and realize how everything that you 
have been able to do was only because of Allah (swt). 

You are only able to live according to this Din because Allah (swt) has given you the 
enabling grace and because He (swt) has forgiven for you so many of your weaknesses and 
shortcomings. If Allah (swt) had not given you the enabling grace then you would not even be 
able to make one prayer or fast one day. If Allah (swt) had not forgiven for you all your sins then 
you would have drowned in all of the wrong that you have done. You would even have fallen into 
the major sins if Allah (swt) had not given you the strength to stay away from them. So do no ever 
say that you are pure. Do not ever ascribe any of the good that you do to yourself. Remember 
from where you came. You were but dirt. You were but blood and liquids in the stomach of a 
woman. Liquids that came out from the most disgusting of places. That is all that you would have 
been. You are only more than that because of Allah (swt). Allah (swt) is the One Who made you 
as you are today, so remember that everything that you have been able to do is only because of 
Him (swt). So do not ever say that all of the good that you have done is because of your efforts 
and do not ever say that all of the evil that you have been able to avoid is because of your 
strength. Rather praise and thank Allah (swt) the One Who has given you the enabling grace to 
do all that you have done. 

In the final part of this ayah Allah (swt) says “He Knows best who has Taqwa”. Taqwa 
is what every sincere believer strives to achieve. Taqwa is being conscious of Allah (swt) at every 
moment and then doing only the actions that are pleasing to Him (swt) as a consequence of that 
awareness. Allah (swt) reminds us in this ayah that He (swt) is the One Who Knows best who has 
Taqwa. You may keep away from the major sins and the indecent sexual actions and then think 
that you have more Taqwa then any other Muslim because of this. You may look at other Muslims 
and see sinners everywhere and you may look at yourself and think that you are so pure. Allah 
(swt) tells you in this ayah not to have such an attitude. Do not think that you are so pure and that 
you are better than others. Do not think that you have the most Taqwa. Allah (swt) Knows best 
who has Taqwa. So if you are going to judge yourself then do not praise yourself and if you are 
going to judge others then do not bring them down. Always remember that Allah (swt) Knows best 
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the one who fears Him (swt) the most. Always remember that it is not our place to judge others. 
When it comes to our Muslim brothers and sisters then we should always be making excuses for 
them. The Prophet (saw) has told us to make seventy excuses for our brother. This means that 
we always have to find an excuse for him when we think that he is doing something wrong. But 
when it comes to ourselves we should always be taking ourselves to account and we should 
never say that we are pure. Even though Allah (swt) has forgiven for us our minor sins we should 
still see ourselves as sinners. We should never think that we are the best and that we are so 
pure. We should remember where we came from and we should remember that we would not be 
able to do anything were it not have been for our Lord and Master. When you start thinking that 
you are pure and that you have the most Taqwa, that is when you become lazy in your 
obligations and that is when you give yourself permission to commit sins. When you start thinking 
that other Muslims are sinners that is when you start to hate them and have resentment for them. 
This is all from the tricks of Shaitan. So do not ever think that you are better than others. Rather 
strive with every moment of your life and hope that Allah (swt) accepts your efforts. 



34. So have you seen the one who turns away? 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us about the two ways of life that we can choose to 
follow. We can choose the life of the Prophet (saw) where we live our life in worship and servitude 
to Allah (swt). The life where we do everything only to please our Creator and Sustainer. The life 
where every action is an action that is done for our Lord and Master. If we choose to live this life 
then Allah (swt) has promised to forgive us all of weaknesses and shortcomings. As long as we 
try our best and we strive then Allah (swt) will pardon us all of the ways in which we come up 
short. This is the Straight Path. This is the way of the Prophet (saw). Why would you ever want to 
turn away from this life? In this ayah Allah (swt) brings our attention to the one who does turn 
away from this path. We should study closely this path so that we know it well. So that we can 
save ourselves from it. 
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Allah (swt) says “So have you seen the one who turns away?”. Here Allah (swt) is 
asking you if you have seen the one who turns away from the Straight Path. The Straight Path is 
listening to this Message that Allah (swt) has sent to you. The Straight Path is living according to 
the Din that Allah (swt) revealed for you. Allah (swt) is asking you here if you have seen the one 
who turns away from this path. First and foremost you should think that this ayah is speaking 
about you. Do not think that this ayah is only speaking about Abu Jahl or Firaun or the 
Orientalists today who are trying to destroy this Din. You have to think first and foremost that this 
ayah is speaking about you. Can you not see yourself turning away from this way? Every time 
that you commit a sin you are turning away from this way. Every time that you fail to do one of 
your obligations you are turning away from this way. Even the moments in your life when you do 
not remember your Lord and you do not glorify Him (swt) you are turning away from this way. We 
all turn away from this way in so many ways. But fortunately for us we know that our Lord is Vast 
in Forgiveness. We know that our Lord pardons for us again and again all of the times that we 
turn away from Him (swt). So we must never give up on Allah (swt). We have to realize that He 
(swt) will not give up on us as long as we do not give up on Him (swt). Whenever we deviate from 
this path, whenever we turn away from Allah (swt), then we have to strive to come back. 

So we should never give up on the Mercy of Allah (swt). No matter how many times we 
turn away from the Straight Path we always have to strive to come back to it. However at the 
same time we have to be aware of our shortcomings. We have to be aware of all the moments in 
our life when we turned away from Allah (swt). We have to be aware of all of the times when we 
failed to worship and serve our Creator. Even if these moments are too many to count we still 
have to be aware of them. We should try and remember every single moment in our lives where 
we failed in our duty to worship and serve our Lord and Master. There are several benefits to 
doing this. First of all it will prevent us from ascribing purity to ourselves and it will prevent us from 
thinking that we are the best. We will realize that we are all sinners and that were it not for the 
Mercy and Forgiveness of Allah (swt) we would have been lost. Second it helps us to remember 
the Mercy and Forgiveness of Allah (swt) and so we will love Him (swt) for it. Does it not make 
you want to love your Lord even more when you realize how many times He (swt) has pardoned 
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you? Thirdly it helps us to improve ourselves and correct ourselves where we see ourselves to be 
weak and falling short. As Umar (ra) once advised us to, we should judge ourselves before we 
are judged. These are a few of the many advantages to reflecting on our shortcomings. To think 
of ourselves when Allah (swt) speaks of the one who turns away. 

So simply because Allah (swt) has forgiven for us our sins, this does not mean that we 
are the best Muslims. Rather we should always look to all of our weaknesses and shortcomings. 
We should always remember all of the times in which we failed to live according to the Law of 
Allah (swt). We should always remember all of the moments in our life where we turned away 
from our Creator and Sustainer. Insha Allah this will prevent us from becoming arrogant and it will 
prevent us from looking down on others. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to always 
reflect on our mistakes and to improve ourselves because of our reflection! 



35. And who gives a little and stops. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) asked us if we had seen the one who turns away. The 
one who receives this Message from his Creator but who turns away from it. There are two forms 
of this “turning away”. One is where you turn away by openly rejecting this Message and one is 
where you turn away by not living according to the dictates and principles of this Message. Even 
Muslims are in danger of falling into this second type of “turning away”. In this ayah Allah (swt) 
continues to describe such a person. Once again it is important that we always think that this 
ayah is speaking about us. In these ayahs Allah (swt) is describing a certain kind of person that 
we have to prevent ourselves from becoming. So look to yourself and see if this description fits 
you in any way. Then if you find something of this in yourself you should strive to cleanse yourself 
of these elements. This struggle is what life is all about. Insha Allah when you try you will come 
closer to the Straight Path that leads to Allah (swt)’s Pleasure. 
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Allah (swt) describes such a person here as the one “who gives a little and stops”. The 
act of giving could refer to giving money, or time, or effort. This kind of person gives a little bit and 
then withholds. The scholars have compared the example of such a person to the example of 
someone who is digging a well. In the beginning the soil is soft and so it is easy to dig. However 
as one digs deeper the earth becomes harder. This kind of person is the person who stops 
digging when he reaches the hard earth. This kind of person is the one who gives up when the 
matter become too difficult. Do you see this in yourself? Are you the kind of person who gives up 
on a task when it becomes too difficult? Are you the kind of person who spends in charity a little 
and then gives up? 

One characteristic that being a Muslim demands is patience and steadfastness. You 
have to be patient and you have to be steadfast. You have to keep digging even when the earth 
becomes hard. You have to keep on going even when the path becomes treacherous. This is part 
of what it means to be a Muslim. This is part of the test that Allah (swt) has given you. A test to 
see if you are steadfast and patient on the path of the Prophet (saw). A test to see if you can 
keep on digging even when the earth becomes hard. It is always easy in the beginning. But do 
you have what it takes to keep on going throughout your life? Allah (swt) is telling you here that 
He (swt) does not like those who turn away from the way of the Prophet (saw). Allah (swt) is 
telling you that He (swt) does not like those who give up when being a Muslim becomes difficult. 
So look to the one who turns away and ask yourself if this is yourself. Look to the one who gives 
up when matters become difficult and ask yourself if this is yourself. If this is yourself then realize 
that your Lord is not pleased with such a person. So make a conscious effort to reform yourself 
and make yourself better. Life is nothing but a journey to come closer and closer to Allah (swt) 
with everything that we do. Our struggles and striving is what carries us on this journey. 

There are practical steps that you can take to realize the meaning of this ayah. Try to find 
an action that you know is pleasing to Allah (swt) and ask yourself how can do that action or how 
can improve yourself in that action. For example we know that Allah (swt) likes it when we are 
present of mind in our Salah. Allah (swt) likes it when we think about Him (swt) in our prayer. So if 
your find yourself being distracted in your Salah, if you find yourself not thinking about Him (swt) 
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in your Salah then make a conscious effort to improve yourself in your Salah. Make a conscious 
effort to remember Allah (swt) more in your Salah. Do not be like the one who gives a little and 
then stops. Do not be like the one who prays well on one day but does not on the next day. You 
can give to Allah (swt) more of your effort and your concentration in your prayer. You can give to 
Allah (swt) more. Similarly another area in which you may be weak is in your relations with your 
family. You know that Allah (swt) likes us to maintain good relations with our families. So strive to 
improve your relationship with your family. Try to spend more time with them, and try to treat 
them with kindness and respect. There may be some people in your family who you may have 
had an argument with in the past. There may be some people in you family who particularly 
irritate you. You should make more and more of an effort to come closer to such people. You 
should try your best to forgive them whatever it is that they may have done and be kind and 
respectful to them. Even if it may be difficult for you, you should think of it as an act of worship 
and servitude that you are doing for Allah (swt). Realize that Allah (swt) Knows your efforts very 
well. Allah (swt) Knows how difficult it is for you to swallow your pride and come closer to such 
family members. Even if it is difficult, even if they do not respond to you at first, you should still 
keep going. You should still try to be close with them for the sake of Allah (swt). So in everything 
that you do to please Allah (swt), you have to constantly strive to improve yourself. No matter how 
many times you fall you have to pick yourself and keep going. 

So in this ayah Allah (swt) is telling us not to be among those who turn away. Not to be 
among those who give up easily. There is water at the bottom of the earth if only we would keep 
digging. There is the Pleasure of Allah (swt) at the end of our efforts if only we would keep going. 

It may be much sooner than we think. May Allah (swt) make it so! We just have to be patient for 
one moment more. We just need to be steadfast over this one last trial. 
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36. Is with him the knowledge of the Unseen so that he sees? 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) reminded us that we need to be constant in our efforts 
and our striving. We cannot be among those who give up when the path becomes difficult. We 
cannot be among those who stop working when the work becomes dangerous. We cannot be 
among those who stop giving when we do not have much to give. Now what is the reason why 
people stop giving? Why is it that people stop striving? There is a certain mindset that people 
have and that is what stops them from giving when things become difficult. In this ayah Allah 
(swt) destroys such a mindset. In this ayah Allah (swt) destroys such thinking. 

Allah (swt) asks us in this ayah “Is with him the knowledge of the Unseen so that he 
sees?”. The Unseen in this ayah refers to the future. Allah (swt) asks us in this ayah whether the 
one who gives a little and then stops has knowledge of the future. Many people stop giving 
because in the future they think that they will not have any for themselves. Many people do not 
spend in charity at all or they spend only a little because they are afraid that they will not have 
anything for themselves in the future. Allah (swt) asks us in this ayah if the person who thinks in 
such a way has knowledge of the unseen or not. Does he have knowledge of the future to say 
that he will be poor tomorrow if he gives in charity today? Does he know how much sustenance 
Allah (swt) will provide with him in the future? No he does not. So how can he refuse to stop 
spending? How can he fail to do his duty to Allah (swt) only because of assumptions? How can 
he claim to have knowledge of the unseen? He does not have this knowledge but through his 
arrogance and his shallow way of thinking he believes that he does. That is why he stops giving 
when it becomes difficult to give. That is why he stops striving when it becomes difficult to strive. 
He thinks that if he gives today then he will have nothing tomorrow. 

So one lesson that we can take from this ayah is to realize that we do not know the 
future. We do not know what lies in the unseen. We do not know what Allah (swt) will provide us 
with tomorrow. We do not know how much money we will have in the future. Everything that we 
have comes from Allah (swt) and what He (swt) will give each of us tomorrow is unknown to us. 



So we should never hold back from spending in the way of Allah (swt). Rather we should give our 
money, our effort and our time to seek His (swt)’s Pleasure. Today it may seem like you have 
only a little but this does not mean that you will not have a lot tomorrow. It may well be that Allah 
(swt) will bless your wealth and give you much more than you ever thought that you could have. 
So do not ever claim to know the future because it is in the unseen and you have no knowledge 
of it except what Allah (swt) has told you. So give even when you have a little, strive even when 
you are weak, it may well be that Allah (swt) will give you more than you ever thought possible. 
Know that Allah (swt) provides for the person whom He (swt) is pleased with without measure or 
limit. Do not be like the person who thinks that he has knowledge of the unseen and so he 
withholds from spending today because he can see himself being poor tomorrow. 

As we take the lesson from this ayah and realize that the future is unknown to us and so 
we should not stop ourselves from spending, we should also remember that Allah (swt) teaches 
us moderation and balance in everything that we do. So we should realize that this ayah is not 
telling us to spend every single penny that we have without leaving anything for our family. Abu 
Bakr (ra) may have done that but remember that at that time he (ra) had the Prophet (saw) as a 
son in law. So he (ra) knew that the Prophet (saw) would provide for him and his family. That is 
why Abu Bakr (ra) even said that he (ra) has left Allah (swt) and His Messenger (saw) for his 
family. But we are not like Abu Bakr (ra). While we spend we must also keep a portion of our 
wealth for our family. We must not give away all of our wealth today and not leave anything for 
tomorrow.. So the lesson that we take from this ayah is not that we must give away all of our 
wealth, nor is it that we must strive hard without ever resting. Rather the lesson that we take is 
that we must not prevent ourselves from spending today thinking that if we do we will then be 
poor tomorrow. Similarly we must not prevent ourselves from striving today thinking that if we do 
then will lose all of our energy and be weak tomorrow. Rather we should spend and strive but 
with the correct balance and moderation. We should give as much as we can in the way of Allah 
(swt) and still leave enough for our family. We have to strive and exert ourselves to the best of 
our ability and still give ourselves some time to rest. As always Allah (swt) Knows best and we 
ask Him (swt) to guide us! 
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38. Or has he not been informed of what is in the scriptures of Musa? 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us about the kind of person who gives a little and 
then stops. He strives a little and then he sleeps. He walks a little and then sits. This kind of 
person thinks that he can see the unseen, he thinks that he knows the future. So he is certain that 
if he spends today then he will be poor tomorrow. If he strives today then he will be exhausted 
tomorrow. We learned that this is the kind of thinking and behavior that we have to save 
ourselves from. We should not stop spending in the way of Allah (swt) today for fear of poverty 
tomorrow. We should not stop striving today because we think that we will be tired tomorrow. No 
rather we have to always strive to the best of our ability to please our Lord and Master. We have 
to always try to give everything that Allah (swt) has given us back to Him (swt). We have to 
always try to give from what we love in order to please our Creator. This is the essence of what it 
means to be Muslim, someone who submits to Allah (swt) in everything that they do. In this ayah 
Allah (swt) shows us that this is what He (swt) has taught in all of the Books that He (swt) has 
revealed. This is not something new that Allah (swt) is telling us here but rather this is the same 
guidance that has been sent down for all nations and for all people. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) says “Or has he not been informed of what is in the scriptures 
of Musa”. Here Allah (swt) is asking us to look at this person. The one who turns away from the 
way of the Prophet (saw). The one who gives a little and stops. The one who thinks that he has 
knowledge of the unseen. Allah (swt) asks us to consider whether such a person has knowledge 
of what is in the scripture of Musa. Has he been informed of what is in these scriptures? The 
reason why Allah (swt) asks this is because if this person did know what was in the scriptures of 
Musa (as) then he would not think and behave in this way. The scriptures of Musa (as) taught the 
people not to give up when matters become difficult. They taught the people not to stop spending 
today because of fear of poverty tomorrow. They taught the people not to stop striving today 
because of weakness or tiredness. 
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Now there are some people who may have the knowledge of what is in these scriptures 
but they may have chosen to ignore it nonetheless. This is an even worse situation. Because now 
you have the guidance from Allah (swt) showing you how to think and how to behave and you are 
still choosing to turn away from it. How displeased do you think that Allah (swt) will be with you if 
you purposely choose to turn away from the guidance that He (swt) has sent to you? Allah (swt) 
tells you not to give up and to stay strong and you then turn away from that command. What then 
will be your station with Him (swt) on the Last Day? So we see that the way to save ourselves 
from this kind of thinking and this kind of behavior is through knowledge. Knowledge that comes 
from the revelation that Allah (swt) has sent down. The Bani Israil had the scriptures of Musa (as) 
and we have the Quran and the Sunnah that our beloved (saw) brought to us. If we then choose 
to turn away from this guidance that is when we are lost. May Allah (swt) save us from that fate! 



39. And of Ibrahim who fulfilled. 

In the previous ayahs Allah (swt) told us about a certain kind of person. This is the person 
who turns away from the way of worshipping Allah (swt). This is the person who does not walk on 
the path of the Prophet (saw). This is the person who gives up on Islam when this Din becomes 
too difficult. This is the person who spends a little for the Pleasure of his Lord and then stops. 

This is the kind of person that we must avoid becoming like. In the previous ayah Allah (swt) also 
asked us if such a person had been informed of what was in the scriptures of Musa (as). We said 
that if such a person knew of what was in the scriptures of Musa (as) and he lived by them then 
he would not be thinking and behaving in this way. This is because that sacred text just like our 
Quran teaches its adherents to be constant and firm in their worship and servitude of Allah (swt). 

It teaches them not to give up when matters became difficult. In this ayah Allah (swt) brings our 
attention to another one of His (swt)’s messengers and the books that He (swt) gave him. This 
also is a path that we can follow if we want to journey to our Rabb. 
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Allah (swt) says in this ayah “And of Ibrahim who fulfilled”. Here Allah (swt) tells us that 
this same guidance and these same admonitions were also in the books that were given to 
Ibrahim (as). In the books of Ibrahim (as) there was also an admonition telling the people not to 
turn away from the way of worshipping and serving Allah (swt) when this worship and servitude 
becomes difficult. These books also told their people not to stop spending today because of fear 
of poverty tomorrow. The same guidance that was in scriptures of Musa (as) and that is in the 
Quran can also be found in the books that were given to Ibrahim (as). So the people who turn 
away from this way are turning away from the guidance that were given to all of Allah (swt)’s 
prophets and messengers. All of the books and all of the prophets came with the same Message. 
To strive to be constant in your worship and servitude of Allah (swt). To dedicate your entire self 
to Allah (swt). To never give up but to keep on journeying towards Him (swt). And to seek nothing 
for your efforts on this journey except Him (swt). 

Notice how Allah (swt) describes Ibrahim (as) in this ayah as the one “who fulfilled”. This 
word best describes for us who this noble prophet was. Ibrahim (as) was the one who fulfilled the 
purpose of his creation. He (as) fulfilled all of the commandments that Allah (swt) gave to him 
(as). He lived his life in worship and servitude to Allah (swt). He lived a life of dawah, a life of 
calling the people to Allah (swt). Thus Allah (swt) describes Ibrahim (as) for us as the one who 
fulfilled. He (as) fulfilled the purpose of his creation. He (as) fulfilled the covenant that he (as) 
made with Allah (swt) that he (as) would spend his life worshipping and serving Him (swt). May 
Allah (swt) make us among those who fulfill the purpose of our creation as well! 
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39. That no bearer of burdens shall bear the bear of another. 

In the previous ayahs Allah (swt) brought our attention to what was in the scriptures of 
Musa (as) and Ibrahim (as). Allah (swt) showed us that what was in these books was the same 
Message as what was in the Quran. What was in these books was the same guidance that is in 
the Quran. In these books as well there was an admonition to the people telling them not to give 


108 



up when the servitude of Allah (swt) becomes difficult. Not to walk away from the path of the 
prophets. Now in this ayah Allah (swt) shows us what is the very essence of all of the Messages 
that He (swt) has ever sent. If you would only comprehend what is in these ayahs then you would 
have comprehended what is in all of the revelations that Allah (swt) had ever sent down. So pay 
close attention to what your Lord is telling you here and reflect on it with a deep reflection. 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah “That no bearer of burdens shall bear the bear of 
another”. The word “that” with which Allah (swt) begins this ayah links the meaning of this ayah 
with the previous ayah. So the meaning is that what Allah (swt) is telling us in this ayah can also 
be found in the scriptures of Musa (as) and Ibrahim (as). Allah (swt) tells us here that no bearer of 
burdens shall bear the burden of another. We are all carrying a burden. Each and every single 
one of us. Allah (swt) tells us here that no one else can carry this burden that we have. Each of 
us has to carry their own burden. What is this burden? It is none other than our sins. It is none 
other than our failure to live our life in worship and servitude to Allah (swt) as we had been 
created to do. It is all of the actions that we have done in disobedience to the Law of Allah (swt). 
This is the burden that each and every one of us carries. Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah that no 
one else can carry this burden for us. 

You cannot see this burden today but on the Day of Judgment you will. Each and every 
one of your sins will be presented before you on that Day. All the sins that you have done since 
the day that you became legally responsible under the Law of Allah (swt) will be shown to you on 
that Day. Not even the smallest of sins will be left out. Everything will be brought out and 
presented before you on that great Day. Then Allah (swt) will forgive which of these sins that He 
(swt) pleases and He (swt) will hold you accountable for which of these as He (swt) pleases. 

Even though we know that Allah (swt) will forgive us the minor sins we still need to bear in mind 
that they are there. We committed these sins and they are a burden that we carry. It is only from 
His infinite Mercy and Love that Allah (swt) will forgive us these sins. But we need to bear in mind 
that these sins are there, they are a burden that we carry and we will see this burden on the Day 
of Judgment. 
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In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us that no one else will be able to carry our burden for us. No 
one else will be able to take our sins for us. Our sins are ours and ours alone and the only One 
Who can save us from them is Allah (swt). Thus the lesson that we can take from this ayah is that 
we should never expect anyone else to take our sins from us. No one can save us from our sins 
except Allah (swt). Only Allah (swt) can save us from our sins and only He (swt) can save us from 
the evil consequences of those sins. So who then should we be trying please in our lives? Whose 
opinion of us should we care about? There is no one else who can save us from this burden that 
we have but He (swt) 

Another lesson that we can take from this ayah is to realize that anyone who tries to take 
us into sin will not be able to save us from Allah (swt) on the Last Day. Such people may 
encourage us to commit sin. They may assure us that everything will be all right even if we go 
ahead and commit the sin, but they will not be able to bear the burden of that sin when we return 
to our Lord. If there is punishment that is due upon us for that sin then these devils who tempted 
us into that sin will not be able to take our punishment. They will suffer the punishment and we 
will suffer the punishment as well. We ask Allah (swt) to save us from that fate! So if anyone tries 
to tempt you into committing a sin then remember that this person will not be able to bear the 
burden of that sin on the Day of Judgment. This person may have tempted you into sin, this 
person may have called you to sin, but you and you alone committed that sin out of your own free 
will. So you and you alone will bear the burden of this sin on that heavy Day when you return to 
your Lord. If this sin is more than a minor sin, and if this is a sin that you did not seek repentance 
for, then you may not have a guarantee from Allah (swt) that you will be forgiven for that sin. 

What then will be your fate? Do you remember the descriptions of the Fire? May Allah (swt) save 
us from that fate! 
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40. And there is nothing for man except what he strives for. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) reminded us that no one bearer of burdens will be able to 
bear the burden of another. We said that this means that no one will be able to carry our sins for 
us on the Last Day. Our sins are ours and ours alone. The only One Who can save us from our 
sins is our Lord and Master. The One Who is the purpose of our existence. Allah (swt) also 
reminded us in the previous ayahs that such is what has been in the Books of Musa (as) and 
Ibrahim (as). All prophets and messengers came with this same Message. This is what we need 
to realize from these ayahs. In the end this life is between you and your Creator. He (swt) gave 
you this existence and He (swt) gave you a test during this existence. Only His Mercy and 
enabling grace, and your actions and choices determine how you will fare on this test. There is no 
one else who can do anything for you at all. If you in any way failed in your worship and servitude 
of Allah (swt) then you and you alone have to bear the burden of that failure when you return to 
Him (swt). But are sins all that we have to worry about? Is this life nothing more than staying 
away from sins? No, in this ayah Allah (swt) brings our attention to the other part of this test. 

Allah (swt) says “And there is nothing for man except what he strives for”. One part 
of our worship and servitude of Allah (swt) is to stay away from sins. It is obligatory upon us to 
stay away from all of the major sins and the indecent sexual actions. It is also best if we try to 
avoid as many of the minor sins as we can. To see if we can struggle and do this is the first part 
of the test that Allah (swt) has given us. The other part of the test is to see if we can do all of the 
actions that Allah (swt) has commanded us to do. There are many actions that Allah (swt) 
requires of us. There are the actions of belief such as believing with certainty in all that He (swt) 
tells us in the Quran and Sunnah. There are the actions of the heart such as having a good 
opinion of our Lord and having love for our brethren and for all mankind. Finally there are actions 
of the limbs like performing our Salah, paying Zakat and performing Hajj. There are many more 
actions than these. In fact every single action that we do from the moment that we open our eyes 
in the morning to the moment we close our eyes at night is part of our worship of Allah (swt). 
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This then is the second part of the test that Allah (swt) has given us. A test to see if we 
can do all of the actions that His Law requires of us. A test to see if we can live our lives in 
worship and servitude to Him (swt). A test to see if we can make Him (swt) as the intention 
behind each and every one of our actions. This is by no means easy. Our desires will come and 
make us do our actions for ourselves rather than for Him (swt). Our desires will make us serve 
ourselves rather than our Creator. But can we fight our desires and do the right thing? Can we do 
what our mind and our heart tells us to do rather than what our passions and our desires tell us to 
do? We have to strive to make the effort. Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah that this striving that we 
make is all that we have. 

Now this might seem a bit confusing to you at first. How is it that we can have only our 
striving? We seem to have much more than this. You have all of your possessions in the life of 
this world. You have your family and your friends. You have your wealth and your health. You 
have your intelligence and your body. You have all of this, so why does Allah (swt) say that all 
you have is what you strive for. The answer to this question is that on the Day of Judgment all 
that you will have is what you strive for. Everything else that you had in the life of this world will 
not matter on that Day. You will not have any of these possessions and material goods on that 
Day. You will not have any of your family or your friends to help you. On that tremendous Day 
when your final abode for all eternity will be determined then all that you will have is your sincere 
striving to please Allah (swt). So what then should you be seeking in life other than accumulating 
sincere deeds for your Lord? On that great Day this is all that you have. 

Now it is important to note that this ayah does not give the meaning that you will never 
get the reward of the righteous actions that others do. We know from authentic hadith of the 
Prophet (saw) that you may indeed get the reward of others if certain conditions are met. For 
example we know that if you have a righteous child and he or she prays for you then you will get 
the blessings of their prayer in the Hereafter. Similarly if Allah (swt) were to guide anyone through 
you then you will get the reward of all of the good actions that they do. And if you spend some 
charity from which the people continue to benefit then you will get the reward from that as long as 
the people continue to be brought closer to their Lord because of what you spent. So in these 
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ways you will be rewarded because of something that others have done. But even these deeds in 
the end are because of the good that you did. You raised a righteous child, you spent in charity, 
you lived a life of dawah. This is what caused to get this reward in the Hereafter. You will not get 
reward in the Hereafter when you did not do anything in this life. That is why it is wrong to believe 
that you will get reward in the Hereafter if someone recites Quran for you in this life. Furthermore 
there is no evidence from the Sunnah that the Prophet (saw) ever recited Quran on behalf of 
anyone who died. So this is an innovation that we must avoid. If we want to receive more good 
deeds when we pass away then we should strive to raise righteous children, we should give 
charity from which people will continue to benefit, and we must carry dawah. This is the only way 
in which we will be rewarded in the Hereafter for more than what we strived for. Even these in 
actuality are a result of our striving. We worked hard to raise righteous children who are close to 
Allah (swt), we spent our hard earned money in charity, we worked hard to carry dawah and 
spread the Din amongst people. This is the striving that we will see on that Day that is sooner 
than we think. This is all that we would have. 
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41. And surely his striving shall soon be seen. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) reminded us that all that we have is our striving. Our 
striving to do the actions that He (swt) is pleased with and our striving to stay away from the 
actions that He (swt) is displeased with. This is all that we have. This is all that we will have to 
show for ourselves before our Lord on the Day that we return to Him (swt). This is what our entire 
existence would have come down to. The Day of Judgment when all of our striving will be taken 
and measured on the scales. Now some may think that this Day is a long way away. Some may 
think that this Day may never come. In this ayah Allah (swt) corrects such corrupted thinking. 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah “And surely his striving shall soon be seen”. You do 
everything that you do only for Allah (swt). You do everything that you do only to please your 
Lord and Master. You strive with every moment of your life to earn His Pleasure. In this ayah 
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Allah (swt) tells you that the result of your striving shall soon be seen. Very soon the fruits of all of 
your efforts will be seen. One meaning of this ayah is that the Day of Judgment is sooner than 
you think. The Day of Judgment for each of us actually begins on the day that we die. This is 
because the moment that we leave this world is the moment that our test ends. From that 
moment on we cannot strive anymore to please Allah (swt). In fact from the very moment that you 
die you will begin to see the results of your striving. Even the way in which your soul leaves your 
body is a result of your striving. If you lived your life in worship and servitude to Allah (swt) then 
your soul will leave your body in a very soft and easy way. The Prophet (saw) described it as 
water coming out of a jug. But if you lived your life in sin and disobedience to Allah (swt) then 
your soul will leave your body in a very harsh and painful way. The Prophet (saw) described it as 
a thorny branch being pulled out a wet ball of wool. Just imagine now that you have a thorny 
branch that is enclosed in a wet ball of wool. Imagine what will happen to that ball of wool if you 
suddenly yank the thorny branch out of it. This is how it will be when the angel of death pulls the 
soul of the sinner out of his body. The body will be filled with pain because the soul will cling to it. 

It does not want to leave. It does not want to go with the angel of death. It does not want to return 
to its Creator. So this is the reality that those who turned away from this Message will have to 
face. May Allah (swt) save us from this fate! So do not think that the Day of Judgment is a long 
way away. Do not think that it will be a while before you see the efforts of your striving. You will 
see the efforts of all your striving at the moment of death, and the moment of death for all of us is 
much sooner than we think. 

There is another meaning of this ayah and that is that many of us will see the result of our 
striving even before we die. Even before the Day of Judgment many of us may see the result of 
sincere efforts to please Allah (swt). There are many ways in which Allah (swt) will reward us 
even in the life of this world if Fie (swt) is pleased with us. The first of these ways is that Allah 
(swt) will increase our Iman and Fie (swt) will bring us closer to Flim (swt). Allah (swt) has 
promised us in other ayahs of the Quran that Fie (swt) will guide those who strive to please Flim 
(swt). So one way in which our striving may be rewarded is that Allah (swt) will increase our 
certainty in our belief and Fie (swt) will give us the enabling grace to do even more good deeds. 
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Another way in which Allah (swt) may reward us in the life of this world is that He (swt) may bless 
us with provisions and the good things of this earth. Allah (swt) has promised us in other ayahs of 
the Quran that He (swt) will provide the one who fears Him (swt) from places that he never 
expected. So if we fear Allah (swt) and we strive with our actions to please Him (swt) then Insha 
Allah He (swt) will give us from the good things of this world. Even in this world Allah (swt) will 
make us well pleased. All of this because He (swt) was well pleased with us because of our 
striving to please Him (swt). 

So as you strive to avoid sins and as you strive to do the actions that Allah (swt) is 
pleased with, do not ever think that you will never see the fruits of your striving. Allah (swt) has 
promised us in other ayahs of the Quran that He (swt) will never allow the reward of those who 
live to please Him (swt) to go to waste. So any good deed that you do sincerely for the sake of 
your Lord is a good deed that you will always have. All that you have to do is have sincerity in 
your actions and do it only for the sake of Allah (swt). Then either in this life or in the Hereafter 
you will see your striving being manifested as Allah (swt)’s Pleasure on you. This may indeed be 
sooner than you think. 



42. Then he will be rewarded for it with the fullest reward. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) reminded us that the result of our striving shall soon be 
seen. We live this life only to please our Lord and Master and very soon we will see the result of 
our efforts. In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us what will happen when we do. Allah (swt) tells us that 
we will be rewarded with the fullest of rewards. This means that we will get the most perfect and 
complete reward for everything that we did. No injustice will be done to us whatsoever. The 
reward that is due upon us will not be decreased even by the smallest bit. Rather we will get the 
fullest reward for every single action that we do. Why then do you not want to strive to please 
your Lord when you know that He (swt) will reward you with the fullest and most complete of 
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rewards for every single thing that you do? Allah (swt) will reward you even for the smallest and 
most insignificant of deeds as long as they are done for His (swt)’s sake. So do not allow even a 
moment in your life to pass you by except that you are trying to please Him (swt) in that moment. 

Now it is important that we bear in mind that this reward on the Last Day is both for good 
and evil. The person who does good by pleasing Allah (swt) will get the most perfect and 
complete reward and the person who does evil by turning away from his Lord or by disobeying 
Him (swt) will also the get the most complete punishment that is due upon him. This does not 
contradict what we learned earlier about Allah (swt) forgiving sins. Because it is only out of His 
Love and Mercy that Allah (swt) will forgive for us our sins. The punishment for these sins is still 
due upon us. The full punishment for these sins is still due upon us. But Allah (swt) will forgive 
whomsoever He (swt) pleases and He (swt) will remove the punishment for whomsoever He (swt) 
pleases. We ask Allah (swt) to be among those whom He (swt) pardons and whom He (swt) 
saves from punishment. 

This ayah also teaches us that our efforts in this world do have a consequence. Some 
deviant groups have said that since everything has already been destined by Allah (swt) there is 
then no need for us to strive to do anything. They say that we will simply get what we were 
destined to get and so we should just live our lives as we please. This kind of thinking comes 
from ignorance and arrogance and laziness. It contradicts both the meaning of these ayahs and it 
contradicts the rational mind. What is the purpose of our existence then if there is no result to our 
striving? How could Allah (swt) be the Most Just and the Most Merciful if He (swt) will punish a 
people for no reason? How could Allah (swt) be the Most Just and the Most Merciful if He (swt) 
will not reward those who sincerely strive for Him (swt)? This shows us how wrong are people 
who have this corrupted way of thinking. In reality they have just made excuses for themselves 
not to serve Allah (swt) as they were created to do. They tell themselves that everything is 
destined so they can just live their lives as they please. They can be as arrogant and proud as 
they want and they can commit all of the sins that their lusts prompt them to. They do not need to 
strive to worship and serve Allah (swt) because everything has already been destined for them. 
This is the thinking of these corrupted people. We have to save ourselves from such thinking. 
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It is clear from this ayah that our actions have consequences in the Hereafter. Allah (swt) 
clearly tells us that what we have is what we strive for. Now it is true that everything is in the 
Knowledge of Allah (swt) and even our Hereafter is in the Knowledge of Allah (swt). But this does 
not mean that we have no free-will or that we have no say in our actions. Even though Allah (swt) 
Knows what we are going to do, He (swt) has given us the free-will to choose. We are not forced 
to do what we do. Our actions come from our choices and that is why we are recompensed for 
them. This ayah clearly shows that we have free-will and that our striving in this life helps to 
determine our fate in the Hereafter. So we should never become like these people who say that 
there is no need to strive since everything has been decreed by Allah (swt). Such is the thinking 
of Shaitan by which he takes us away from our Lord. May Allah (swt) save us from such thinking! 
May Allah (swt) always help us to remember that what we have is what we strive for! 
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43. And that to your Lord is the goal. 

In the previous ayahs Allah (swt) reminded us what the purpose of our existence was. He 
(swt) reminded us that all that we have from this life is our sincere efforts to please Him (swt). 
Allah (swt) created us for a test and how well we perform on this test is what we have from the life 
of this world. Allah (swt) reminded us how such was what was found in all of the previous 
scriptures that He (swt) revealed including the books that were given to Ibrahim (as) and Musa 
(as). In this ayah Allah (swt) reminds us once again as to what is the purpose of this test. 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah “And that to your Lord is the goal”. The general meaning 
of this ayah is that this life is a journey and that it ends with Allah (swt). We go through many 
experiences in our life. We go through many situations and circumstances. Our condition 
changes from good to bad and then from bad to good. Such is the nature of this life. But in end, 
and for everyone, all things will return to Allah (swt). Allah (swt) is the destination that we are all 
journeying towards. With Him (swt) is where we will all end up one day soon. So no matter what 
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happens in your life you should always remember that this is not the end. The end is only when 
you return to you Lord. Everything else is but the voyage to Him (swt). Everything else that 
happens in your life and everything that you do in your life is nothing but preparation for the Day 
in which you return to Him (swt). The destination and the goal of all things is always Allah (swt). 

Once again this ayah serves to remind us that Allah (swt) is all that we should care about 
in the life of this world. Nothing else should matter for us except our worship and servitude of our 
Creator. If we believe that Allah (swt) is pleased with us then we should be content and nothing 
else should matter. If we believe that Allah (swt) is not pleased with us then nothing else should 
matter except striving to please Him (swt) so that He (swt) becomes pleased with us. One way to 
tell how pleased Allah (swt) is with you is to look and see how close you are to Him (swt) in your 
life. The closer that Allah (swt) has brought you to Him (swt) the more pleased that He (swt) is 
with you. So are you making all of your Salah on time, do you remember Allah (swt) much during 
your day, do you read Quran more often, are you kind and generous to others, do you fulfill all of 
your trusts and responsibilities, do you stay away from the lewd and indecent actions, all of these 
determine how pleased Allah (swt) is with you and subsequently how close you are to Him (swt). 

We can also note from this ayah how Allah (swt) says that to “your Lord” is the final return 
and He (swt) does not say that to “Allah” is the final return. This is to remind us that we will not 
simply be returning to anyone and we will not simply be returning to Allah (swt), but we will be 
returning to Allah (swt) Who is our Lord and Master. The Lord and Master Whom we have a duty 
and a responsibility in the life of this world to serve and worship. The Lord and Master Who 
should be the purpose behind all of our actions. That is Whom we will be returning to. Now what 
then will be our situation if we were to return to Him (swt) having failed in this duty? What kind of 
return would that be? So we have to always remember Who is the end of all of our affairs. We 
have to always remember Who we are journeying towards. It is not just anyone. It is Allah (swt), 
our Lord and Master, and when we return to Him (swt) He (swt) will judge us on how well we 
served Him (swt). Our entire lives have been nothing except a preparation for this moment when 
we will return to Him (swt). He (swt) created us, He (swt) sustained us, He (swt) guided us and 
showed us the way only for this moment when we return to Him (swt). He (swt) is the end. 
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This ayah also means that there must be a limit on how much we think and contemplate 
on our Lord. We realize Allah (swt) from the signs in the universe that are around us. We know for 
certain that He (swt) is there because of all of these signs that point to Him (swt). So we should 
ponder and reflect on these signs to remind ourselves of Him (swt) and to give ourselves certainty 
in Him (swt). We can also think about Allah (swt) through all of His Perfect Names. The Names 
that He (swt) has told us about in the Quran and Sunnah. So we can think about Allah (swt)’s 
Name of the “Most Merciful” and we can ponder and reflect on the meaning of this Name. We can 
think about the manifestations of Allah (swt)’s Mercy in our own lives. These are the thought that 
we can have about Him (swt). 

We can think about Allah (swt)’s Existence and Oneness through the signs in the 
universe and we think about His Perfect Names through what He (swt) has told us about Himself. 
But beyond this we must not go. We must not think deeper about Allah (swt) than what the signs 
in the universe point to and what He (swt) has told us about Himself in the Quran and Sunnah. 
This is because we have not sensed Allah (swt). So how can we think deeply into something that 
we have not sensed? How can we comprehend the Essence of Allah (swt) when we have never 
sensed Him (swt)? Thus one meaning of this ayah is that our thoughts of the Divine must end 
with Allah (swt). We know that He (swt) is there from the signs in the universe and we know His 
Perfect Names that He (swt) has told us about in the sacred text but we cannot think anymore 
about Him (swt) other than this. If we do then we have to realize that we are thinking into 
something that we have never sensed. How can we fully comprehend something that we have 
never sensed? Especially Allah (swt). The True Reality. The Ultimate. The Perfect One Whose 
Greatness and Sublimity is more than we can possibly ever imagine. One scholar asked us to 
consider that if a bottle cannot contain the ocean how then can a limited human mind fully 
understand the Creator and Sustainer of the universe? So part of our submission to Allah (swt) is 
to realize that there are certain matters that are beyond our comprehension. We have to simply 
accept the fact that Allah (swt) Knows and that we do not. Thus instead of thinking too deeply 
about the Essence of Allah (swt) or other matters which are beyond our comprehension, we have 
to focus on what it is that will help us to worship and serve Him (swt). We have to think about 
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what will help us to fulfill the purpose of our existence. Allah (swt) is the end of our journey so we 
have to always think about how to make Him (swt) pleased with us when we return to Him (swt). 
Too many Muslims have been lead astray in the past because they did not realize this limitation 
of the mind. They thought about Allah (swt) what they had no knowledge of and this lead them 
into kufr. Many of them even denied all of the Names of Allah (swt) because of this. May Allah 
(swt) save us from becoming like them! May Allah (swt) remind us that He (swt) is the goal of our 
life so all that we should care about is pleasing Him (swt)! Even our thinking and our pondering 
must only be to please Him (swt)I 
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44. And that He is the One Who makes laugh and makes weep. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to describe Himself. Allah (swt) reminded us in the 
previous ayah how He (swt) was the final goal towards Whom we are all journeying. We were 
reminded in the previous ayah how everything will end with Allah (swt). This life is nothing but a 
temporary existence, a short place of testing and trials. A brief enjoyment. But in the end 
everything ends with Allah (swt). When we realized this fact we saw that we should not be 
concerned with anything except pleasing Allah (swt). Allah (swt) is the finality and the end of 
everything. Now are you still not convinced that you must live your life in worship and servitude to 
Allah (swt)? If you are not then He (swt) continues to tell you about Himself in this ayah. When 
you understand this ayah then you will see how it would be sheer foolishness not to live your life 
in worship and servitude to Him (swt). 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah “And that He is the One Who makes laugh and makes 
weep”. We all like to laugh. We all like to be happy. We all do not like to cry. We all do not like to 
be sad. This is true for all human beings. There is no human being who wants to be sad just like 
there is no human being who does not want to be happy. It is part of human nature. In this ayah 
Allah (swt) tells us that He (swt) is the One Who makes us laugh and that He (swt) is the One 
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Who makes us cry. Now this does not mean that Allah (swt) literally forces us to laugh and to cry, 
rather it means that He (swt) is the One Who brings us happiness and He (swt) is the One Who 
brings us sadness. 

In this life Allah (swt) is the One Who controls our fortunes. He (swt) is the One Who 
controls if all of our affairs go aright and He (swt) is the One Who controls if we will meet with 
failure or calamity. Allah (swt) is also the One Who controls our sustenance. If Allah (swt) pleases 
He (swt) can give us more and more of this world and if He (swt) pleases He (swt) can constrict 
our sustenance and make our lives here difficult. If Allah (swt) wants He (swt) can give us what 
we would love to have and if He (swt) pleases He (swt) could take away something from us that 
we love. Allah (swt) is the One Who controls everything that happens to us so He (swt) is the One 
Who can make us happy or sad. Every moment of joy in your life came from Allah (swt) and every 
moment of despair came from Him (swt) as well. Every moment in which you were free from 
distress came only from Him (swt). It was only a gift that He (swt) gave you from His Mercy to 
you. Not only does Allah (swt) control our fortunes and our sustenance but He (swt) is also the 
One Who controls the Iman that we have in our hearts. If Allah (swt) pleases He (swt) can bring 
us closer and closer to Him (swt) and if He (swt) pleases He (swt) can take us further and further 
away from Him (swt). So when we realize that Allah (swt) is the One Who makes us happy and 
Who makes us sad why then do we not want to please Him (swt)? Why then do we not want to 
worship and serve Him (swt)? 

Just as Allah (swt) controls our happiness and sadness in the life of this world, He (swt) 
also controls our happiness and sadness in the Hereafter. On the Day of Judgment Allah (swt) 
can forgive whomsoever He (swt) pleases and He (swt) can place that person in the Garden. This 
would then bring that person happiness like he or she has never experienced before in the life of 
this world. By the same token Allah (swt) can punish whomever He (swt) pleases and He (swt) 
can send them to the Fire. This would then bring that person sorrow that is unlike anything that he 
has experienced in the life of this world. On that great Day if Allah (swt) pleases He (swt) can 
make you laugh with so much joy like you have never experienced before and if He (swt) pleases 
He (swt) can make you cry with so much despair like you have never experienced before. Your 
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destiny is completely in His (swt)’s Power. How then can you ever turn away from Him (swt)? 
How then can you ever do anything that is displeasing to Him (swt)? 





45. And that He causes death and gives life. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to describe Himself. Allah (swt) continues to tell us why 
we need to spend our lives worshipping and serving Him (swt). In this ayah Allah (swt) reminds 
us how He (swt) is the One Who causes death and He (swt) is the One Who gives life. There is a 
power and beauty that is present in the original Arabic that is not reflected in the English 
translation. In the Arabic the causing of death is actually a verb and the giving of life is actually a 
verb. So the language shows how Allah (swt) is the One Who is actually making death to occur 
and it shows how He (swt) is the One Who is bringing out life. Such is your Lord. The One Who 
completely controls your existence. How then can you turn away from serving Him (swt)? 

This universe is not static and stagnant. On the contrary it is always changing. There are 
always forces working in this universe. These forces show us that Allah (swt) is there. Who but 
Allah (swt) could be the Source of these forces? A perfect example of this would be the granting 
of life and the causing of death. Have you seen life and death? If you did then you would realize 
the Power of Allah (swt). Imagine a hospital. In one room there is a mother and father and the 
doctor. At one moment the only life in that room is the three of them. Then the newborn infant 
comes out. Then there is life where there was once no life. Who did this? Where did this life come 
from? It is only Allah (swt). Now in another room there is a man and his family. The man is 
breathing the last breaths of his life. At one moment you can see his chest rising and falling from 
his breathing and then at the next moment it stops. At the next moment his life has left him. Who 
did this? It is only Allah (swt). If Allah (swt) was not there then Who did this? How can you explain 
these forces in the universe without Allah (swt)? Your scientific explanations will only take you so 
far and you know it. Science can explain “how” these events happen but it cannot explain “why”. 
You can see these forces at work everyday, how then can you deny the cause of these forces? 
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So in this ayah we see that Allah (swt) is reminding us of His (swt)’s Existence and Oneness by 
reminding us that He (swt) is the only One Who causes death and gives life. 

In addition to proving Allah (swt)’s Existence and Oneness this ayah also serves to 
remind us that the worship and servitude of Allah (swt) should be all that matters in our life. In the 
previous ayah Allah (swt) reminded us that He (swt) is the only One Who causes happiness and 
sorrow. Is not death the greatest of sorrows and is not life the greatest of joys? Why then would 
you want to turn away from the One Who is the cause of life and the cause of death? Death is an 
inevitable reality that we all have to face. Would you then want death to catch up to you while you 
have turned away from our Lord? How certain are you that the angel of death would not come to 
you in the next five minutes? What then do you think that your situation in the Hereafter would be 
if you were to die having turned away from Allah (swt)? If you were to die in a state of sin or kufr. 
May Allah (swt) save us from that! 

Similarly you can perceive the fact that you are alive at this moment. You are alive and 
you can see that you are alive. Who gave you this life? Why are you alive at this moment? Why 
are you breathing at this moment and reading these words? It is only because of Allah (swt). 

Allah (swt) is the One Who gave you this life and He (swt) is the One Who continues to maintain 
your life for every moment of your existence. How then can you forget about Him (swt)? How then 
can you turn away from Him (swt)? What can you say about a soul that will allow the moments of 
its life to pass it by in heedlessness of the One Who brought it into existence and in heedlessness 
to the One Who continues to sustain its existence at every moment? How can it be any but the 
most wicked and evil of souls? If this heedlessness was caused by ignorance then perhaps Allah 
(swt) will forgive it when it returns to Him (swt). But how can we who know about Allah (swt) 
continue to be oblivious to Him (swt)? How can we continue to live and then not reflect on the 
cause of our life? May Allah (swt) save us from such heedlessness! May Allah (swt) help us to 
remember Him (swt) at all times! One moment in this life in remembrance of Allah (swt) is more 
valuable that the most precious of gems and one moment in heedlessness of Him (swt) is more 
worthless than the most useless of garbage. Allah (swt) is the sole cause of our existence so He 
(swt) deserves that we dedicate ourselves to Him (swt). 
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46. And that He created the pairs, the male and the female. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) brings our attention to another aspect of His (swt)’s Power and 
Ability. He (swt) shows us yet another reason why we should love Him (swt) and yet another 
reason why we should serve Him (swt). As you read these ayahs see how your Lord is describing 
Himself to you. So as you learn more about Him (swt) you should come closer to Him (swt). As 
you learn more about Him (swt) your awe and reverence for Him (swt) should increase. As you 
learn more about Him (swt) your heart must become more attached to Him (swt) and less to the 
life of this world. So as you read these ayahs reflect on His (swt) Greatness and Power. Reflect 
on what He (swt) is telling you in these ayahs. And know each ayah is a step that you can take to 
come closer to Him (swt). So when you realize that this Quran is the gateway to your Lord then 
how beautiful is this Quran and how central must it be to your life and how valuable a possession 
must it be for you? May Allah (swt) help us to realize this! 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying “And that He created the pairs”. Here Allah (swt) 
reminds us that He (swt) created everything in pairs. The fact that He (swt) has created 
everything in pairs is something that He (swt) has reminded the people of even in the previous 
Books that He (swt) has sent down, such as the Books of Ibrahim (as) and Musa (as). Allah (swt) 
has created everything in this universe in pairs and this fact also is a manifestation of His (swt)’s 
Power. Just look at the world around you and you will see pairs everywhere. There is night and 
day. There is earth and sky. There is hot and cold. There is pleasure and pain. There is silence 
and noise. There is stillness and motion. There is light and darkness. There are pairs everywhere. 
Both of these pairs are opposites of each other and yet they need each other. They each define 
the other. One can only exist through the other. Could such perfection and harmony come from a 
universe that was simply the result of some explosion? Or a universe that was created by a 
multiplicity of gods? Or is only Allah (swt), the Perfect One, capable of such a creation? If only 
you would ponder on this for a moment then the Truth will become clear. 
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Then in the second part of this ayah Allah (swt) brings our attention to the greatest of 
these pairs that He (swt) has created when He (swt) says, “the male and the female”. Of all the 
pairs that Allah (swt) has created is there any that is more beautiful or more perfect than that of 
the male and the female? The male and the female are so different from each other and yet they 
are so similar. In so many ways are the male and the female different and yet in so many ways 
are they the same. They are also in need of each other, neither of them can survive without the 
other. We as a human race would cease to exist were it not for the fact that men have women 
and women have men. Men need women and women need men. We complement each other 
and we complete each other. Is not your wife the best of your companions or is not your husband 
the best of your companions? Who is it Who created us in such a way? With such perfect 
harmony and balance? How perfectly does the man fit with the woman and how perfectly does 
the woman fit with man? From where did this beautiful relationship come from? Could any but 
Allah (swt) have been the Creator of such harmony and perfection? Let us not forget that it is not 
only in human beings that Allah (swt) has created the male and the female but it is in fact in all of 
life. All except the simplest forms of life have a male and female and they continue to exist as a 
species only because of the coming together of this male and female. So from the flower in the 
garden to the fish in the water to the bird in the sky to the beast on the land, they all have a male 
and female. Their male and female are the most perfect of pairs and they facilitate their 
continuation as a species. Who but Allah (swt) could be capable of such a creation? So when we 
look to the universe and we see the pairs everywhere, and when we see the beauty of the coming 
together of the male and female, we are reminded of our Lord. So every time you see the male 
and female, every time you see the pairs, remember Allah (swt) and draw closer to Him (swt) with 
your remembrance. 
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47. From a drop of semen when it is emitted. 

We as a human race exist only because of Allah (swt). In this ayah He (swt) reminds us 
of what it is that He (swt) has created us from. We the human race. We the civilization of man. 

We the ones who have subjugated and dominated this planet. We the ones who have made such 
great material and technological advancements. We the ones who have made jets that soar in the 
sky and supercomputers that do millions of calculations in a second. We the ones who are 
capable of so much emotion and feeling. Where did we come from? Allah (swt) reminds us in this 
ayah that it is only “From a drop of semen when it is emitted”. 

There are many lessons that we can take from this ayah alone. The first is that it once 
again reminds us of the Power of Allah (swt). What can you say about the Power of a Being Who 
can create a complete human being like you from a drop of semen? You know what you were 
and you can see what you are now, what then does this say about the One Who made you this 
way. What can you say about Allah (swt) that He (swt) can bring you forth in this way? What does 
this say about His (swt)’s Power and Ability? How many resources of this earth do we have to use 
only to make a plastic bottle? Compare this with what Allah (swt) does with a drop of semen. Only 
the Perfect One and the Pure One can have such Power. What can you do with such Power 
except dedicate yourself completely to Him (swt)? 

Another lesson that we can take from this ayah is that we must never be arrogant. How 
can you be proud and arrogant when you know that you that you were once that insignificant 
liquid? Not too long ago you were just that smelly sticky liquid that comes out from the most 
disgusting of places. Just a drop of that liquid. A drop that would fit on the smallest of your 
fingers. How then can you think that you are above being a slave of Allah (swt)? How then can 
you think that you are too special to subject yourself to the Law of Allah (swt)? Pride is one of the 
main reasons why people have walked away from this Message that has come to them from their 
Creator. But if only they remembered what they once were, would they still have this pride? 
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48. And that on Him is another bringing forth. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) reminded us how He (swt) created us from only a drop of 
semen that was emitted. This is where we as a human race came from. This was the origin and 
the beginning for all of us. The fact that we have become something more than simply this drop of 
liquid is a testament to the Power of our Lord. In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to describe for us 
His (swt)’s Power. Once you realize the Power of this Being then contemplate deeply on what 
must be your relationship with Him (swt). 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah “that on Him is another bringing forth”. Here Allah (swt) is 
bringing our attention to the Day of Judgment. Allah (swt) is showing us that just as He (swt) 
brought us forth from that drop of semen, He (swt) will bring us forth from the earth on that Day. 
We know from the hadith of the Prophet (saw) that every part of the human being will decompose 
except a tiny bone. From that small bone Allah (swt) will bring us forth back to life on the Day of 
Judgment. Just like Allah (swt) brings the plant forth from the seed, He (swt) will bring us forth 
from that bone. As we can see from the ayah this is something that is incumbent on Allah (swt) so 
this is something that He (swt) will do. We cannot have any doubt about this fact whatsoever. 

What can you say about the Power of One Who can bring forth all of mankind from 
decomposed bones? Allah (swt) will bring out from this earth every single human being who has 
ever lived on it. Who but Allah (swt) could be capable of such? Who but the Creator can create us 
again? Can you even begin to imagine the Power of the One Who can resurrect every single 
human being who has ever lived back to life? One Who can recreate all mankind from scattered 
bones and dust? How can you turn away from such Power? How can you be insolent and 
arrogant to such Power? 

Another lesson that we can take from this ayah is to remind ourselves once again that 
this life is not the end of our existence. We will live on this earth and then we will brought back to 
life. We will be brought back so that we can return to our Creator. Then we will be judged for each 



and every action that we did in the life of this world. At that moment we will realize what has been 
the true purpose of our existence. Most Muslims know about the Day of Judgment. We know that 
our life here is not the end of our existence. We know that we will be brought back to life. We 
know that Allah (swt) Who created us the first time can very well bring us back to life another 
time. But we forget. We forget because we want to forget. We want to forget because we want to 
serve our desires and we want to be arrogant. So here Allah (swt) reminds us. Allah (swt) Knows 
us even better than we know ourselves. So because He (swt) Knows that we will forget the 
resurrection and the returning to Him (swt) He (swt) reminds us. He (swt) tells us that the bringing 
forth on that Day is incumbent on Him (swt). This is something that He (swt) will do so we cannot 
have any doubt about it whatsoever. We must believe with utmost certainty that we will indeed be 
brought back to life. To Allah (swt) it is nothing strange or out of the ordinary. To Allah (swt) it is 
only another creation just as He (swt) created the first time. How can you ever think that the One 
Who created you the first time is not able to bring you back a second time? Such is easy is for 
Him (swt) and such is what He (swt) will certainly do. All that we have to do is always keep this 
fact in the forefront of our minds and do our best to prepare for it. 
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49. And that He it is Who enriches and makes content. 

The Quran is a Book that calls us to Allah (swt). Allah (swt) is in the Unseen but with this 
Book we can approach Him (swt) and we can draw close to Him (swt). In these ayahs we can see 
that Allah (swt) is describing Himself (swt) for us so that we can do just that. With each ayah that 
we learn we can draw closer and closer to our Lord. With each ayah that we learn we see yet 
another reason why we should dedicate our lives in worship and servitude to Him (swt). So do 
you see now the Greatness of this Book? This Book is the doorway to your Lord. This Book is the 
key to the Ultimate Reality. Could there be then anything that is more important in your life than 
this Quran? In the previous ayahs Allah (swt) told us about what He (swt) can do to us in the 
Hereafter. In this ayah He (swt) tells us what He (swt) can do for us in this world. 
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Allah (swt) says in this ayah “And that He it is Who enriches and makes content ”. Our 

Lord tells us here that He (swt) is the One Who makes us rich and He (swt) is the One Who 
makes us content. All the wealth that everyone has comes from Allah (swt). Every penny that the 
billionaire has comes from Allah (swt). Allah (swt) is the One Who made him rich. He did not 
become rich by himself. All of his wealth has come from Allah (swt). Just as Allah (swt) is the One 
Who gives people wealth and makes them rich, He (swt) is also the One Who makes people 
content. He (swt) is the One Who makes people happy and satisfied with what they have. 

So from this ayah we see yet another reason why we should dedicate our lives to the 
worship and servitude of Allah (swt). If we want the wealth of this world then we should strive to 
please Allah (swt) because He (swt) is the One Who grants wealth. More importantly if we want 
contentment from the wealth that we have we should strive to please Allah (swt) as well. Because 
just as Allah (swt) provides us with the material things of this world such as money and property, 
He (swt) also provides us with the contentment that we have in our hearts with what we have. 

Now we know that there are people who are very wealthy but they are miserable. They are 
always afraid of losing their money and becoming poor or of losing their status in the society. 

Once they have a certain amount of wealth and they reach a certain status in the society they do 
not ever want to come down from that position. These are a people who are always in a constant 
state of fear from losing even a penny of what they have. On the other hand there are people who 
do not have a lot but they are content with what they have. They are happy with whatever it is that 
their Lord has given them. They may not have many of the material goods of this world but they 
have peace of mind. Which of these two groups then do you want to be in? The Prophet (saw) 
has said that the real wealth is the contentment in the hearts. He (saw) has also said that if you 
have enough to eat, a roof to cover your head, walls to keep you warm, and you are safe from 
fear and apprehension, then you have this whole world. So which of these two groups should you 
want to be a part of? Know then that this contentment of heart also comes from Allah (swt) just 
like the wealth in this world comes from Him (swt). So if you want this contentment, if you want to 
be free of fear from poverty, if you want to be cured from the disease of greed, then you should 
strive to please Allah (swt). You should strive to do what Allah (swt) likes and you should strive to 
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stay away from what He (swt) does not like. Because Allah (swt) is the One Who grants wealth 
and more importantly He (swt) is the One Who makes content. May Allah (swt) grant us the good 
of this world and may He (swt) make us pleased with what we have! 

Another lesson that we can take from this ayah is to see once again how this Din does 
not tell us renounce the world. So we should not be like those deviant Sufis who purposely 
renounce everything in this world and who purposely seek out a life of poverty and misery. Rather 
we should enjoy whatever Allah (swt) has given us in this world and we should thank Him (swt) 
for it. Allah (swt) is telling us in this ayah that He (swt) gives wealth and that He (swt) makes 
content. He (swt) is calling us towards Him (swt) because of this fact. So we should seek to 
please Allah (swt) and we should seek of this world. We should own this world but we should not 
be owned by the world. May Allah (swt) grant us of the pure and good things of this world and 
may He (swt) allow us to be to be grateful to Him (swt) for these! 



50. And that He is the Lord of Sirius. 

This Surah was one of the earliest Surahs ever revealed to the Prophet (saw). This Surah 
was revealed during the early part of the Prophet (saw)’s dawah in Makkah. So this must have 
been one of the Surahs that the Prophet (saw) used to teach the Sahabah in the house of Al- 
Arqam. The Quran is what made the Sahabah into the people that they were. The Quran is what 
turned them into the movement that established this Din. Men and women who were willing to 
give up everything only to please their Lord. Men and women who were willing to go through such 
difficulties and make such sacrifices only to get the Pleasure of Allah (swt). So this Surah is one 
of those Surahs that turned them into such people. From these ayahs we can see why that was 
so. These ayahs are all speaking about Allah (swt). These ayahs are all attaching the hearts of 
the ones who ponder on them to Allah (swt). This is why the Quran created hearts like those. 
Hearts that were willing to do anything for Allah (swt). It is such hearts that can change the world. 
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Allah (swt) says in this ayah “that He is the Lord of Sirius”. Sirius was a star that the 


pagan Arabs used to worship. They thought that this star could bring them the good of this world. 
They thought that it could bring them happiness and prosperity. They thought that it could keep 
them safe from despair and fear. So whenever they saw it in the night sky they would prostrate 
themselves before it and they would supplicate to it. Here Allah (swt) tells them that He (swt) is 
the Lord of that star. So should they be prostrating to the slave or the Master? Should they be 
asking of the creation or the Creator? Thus Allah (swt) exposes for them how foolish their beliefs 
were. Allah (swt) teaches them that if they want any good in this world then they should only turn 
to Him (swt). Only He (swt) has the Power to bring them benefit and only He (swt) has the Power 
to keep the safe from harm. The stars are but the slaves of Allah (swt) just like all of creation is. 

So similarly we also should turn only to Allah (swt) if we want the good of this world or the good of 
the Hereafter. We do not need to go to any priest or holy man. We should not even rely on our 
own selves or our own efforts. We simply have to try our best and realize that the outcome of our 
efforts is only determined by Allah (swt). There is no might nor power except in Him (swt) and He 
(swt) is the One Who determines the results of everything. May Allah (swt) help us to realize this! 
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51. And that He destroyed ‘Ad of old. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to tell us about Himself. Allah (swt) is the Truth and 
there is no doubt about Him (swt) whatsoever. Allah (swt) is the Manifest and He (swt) is the 
Overwhelming. Allah (swt) is the Majestic and the Glorious. There is no true reality to this 
universe except the Reality of Allah (swt). Because of this Allah (swt) will not tolerate those who 
live in heedlessness of Him (swt). Allah (swt) will not tolerate those who do not live their lives in 
worship and servitude to Him (swt). Now if a people have not received the Message correctly 
then perhaps they can be excused and pardoned. But once they receive the Message then they 
have no excuse before Allah (swt) whatsoever. If a people continue to deny Allah (swt) even after 
they are certain of Him (swt) then there is no more reason for such a people to continue to exist. 
Such is Allah (swt). The True. The Overwhelming. The Undeniable. 
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Allah (swt) says in this ayah “And that He destroyed ‘Ad of old”. Here Allah (swt) 
reminds us how He (swt) is the One Who destroyed the ancient nation of ‘Ad. The ‘Ad were a 
powerful people who lived a long time ago. Allah (swt) calls them the “‘Ad of old” to remind us 
how they lived in the distant past. However despite the fact that they lived so long ago they were 
still an extremely powerful nation. They built towers of stone that reached almost to the sky. Their 
towers were extremely tall and they could be seen from far distances. So we see that Allah (swt) 
had given them much prosperity and success in the land. Their technological advancements and 
material progress was unparalleled in their time. There was no other nation or people who had 
done what they had done. They were the awe and the envy of all of the other nations of the world. 

But their wealth and their power had made them arrogant. They soon began to oppress 
the people. They began to exploit those who were weaker than them. Just like tyrants they had 
seized all of the resources of the land for themselves. They did not leave anything for others. 

They were content to live in luxury while others suffered. They saw themselves as better than 
others so they did not care for the pain and the suffering that others had to go through. They 
become corrupt and they became tyrants. Such was what wealth and power did to them. 

Then Allah (swt) sent to them a messenger to show them the error of their ways. To 
remind them of the purpose of their existence and to remind them to show gratitude for all that 
they had been given. But they rejected the Message of Allah (swt). They chose to serve 
themselves rather than their Creator. They chose to worship idols rather than prostrate to the One 
Who sustains them for every moment of their lives. They chose to rule themselves by their 
desires rather than the Divine Law of Allah (swt). Such was their arrogance and pride. Such was 
their unwillingness to submit to what they knew was the Truth. 

As a consequence of that rejection Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah that He (swt) 
destroyed them with a complete destruction. The Arabic word that Allah (swt) uses in this ayah to 
tell us of their destruction is in the intensive form and so it gives the meaning that they were 
destroyed with a complete and utter destruction. There is nothing that remains today of the nation 
of ‘Ad. If you were to go today to the place in Yemen where their cities once existed, you would 
only find sand dunes there. This is because Allah (swt) destroyed them with a complete 
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destruction. Allah (swt) did not leave even one of their mighty towers standing. It was a complete 
and utter destruction. Such is the Wrath of your Lord, will you not then fear Him (swt). 

So the lesson that we can take from this ayah is to realize that this Din is no joke. This 
Din mandates that we recognize Allah (swt) and that we at least make the effort to please Him 
(swt). If we choose to live our lives in heedlessness to Allah (swt) even after receiving the 
Message then we would have become a worthless people. We would have become a people who 
are deserving of destruction. So in order to save ourselves from this fate we have to recognize 
Who Allah (swt) IS. We have to realize that we were created only to worship and serve Him (swt). 
Anyone who purposely turns away from this task becomes deserving of a punishment similar to 
the punishment that came down on the nation of ‘Ad. May Allah (swt) save us all from that! 





52. And Thamud, so that nothing remained. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) reminded us that He (swt) was the One Who destroyed 
the powerful nation of ‘Ad. They were a people who had become arrogant and corrupt because of 
all that they had been given. They forgot that they had been created only to worship and serve 
Allah (swt). They cared only about themselves and so they oppressed and exploited all those who 
were weaker than them. But despite all of their power, and all of their wealth, and all of their 
technological advancements they were destroyed completely. Allah (swt) annihilated their nation 
and He (swt) left nothing behind. Here Allah (swt) tells us of another nation who also suffered a 
similar fate. 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah “And Thamud, so that nothing remained”. In this ayah 
Allah (swt) tells us that the nation of Thamud was also destroyed similar to how the nation of ‘Ad 
was destroyed. It was a complete and utter destruction such that nothing remained whatsoever. 
The nation of Thamud were even more powerful than the nation of ‘Ad. They actually built their 
homes inside of the mountains. Can you imagine how powerful a people they must have been if 
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they were able to carve large craters out of the solid rock of the mountain? Not only did they 
carve out the mountains but they made these into their cities. High up in the insides of these 
towering mountains they built their cities. Their cities were inside the mountains! They thought 
that because they lived in mountains this made them safe from the natural disasters that had 
destroyed the previous nations. They knew that neither the wind nor the floods were able to reach 
them where they were. They thought that they were safe. They were certain that they were safe. 
So when the messenger came to them and invited them to return to the worship and servitude of 
Allah (swt), they immediately rejected him. When the messenger warned them about the 
punishment of Allah (swt) they paid no heed whatsoever. This was the level of their arrogance 
and pride. This was how safe they felt from Allah (swt). How wrong they were? Allah (swt) 
destroyed them with a complete and utter destruction. The destruction was so full and so 
complete that not a single one from among them was left alive. This was the end of a people who 
thought that they could live their lives in heedlessness to their Lord. May Allah (swt) save us from 
their way of thinking! May Allah (swt) always make us to remember that there is no safety and no 
refuge from Him (swt) if we were ever to turn away from His (swt)’s Message! 
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53. And the people of Nuh from before, surely they were more unjust and more rebellious. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to tell us about Himself. He (swt) continues to tell us 
about what He (swt) did to those who turned away from Him (swt). Here Allah (swt) tells us about 
the people of Nuh (as). Of course we know that these were the people who were drowned by the 
great flood. For nine hundred and fifty years Nuh (as) carried dawah to them, inviting them to 
return to the purpose for which they were created. Telling them to worship and prostrate 
themselves only before Allah (swt). Telling them to rule their land only by the Law of Allah (swt). 
But they turned away from him (as) again and again. Nuh (as) tried so many different ways of 
dawah and they rejected each one. They were given one chance after another and they failed to 
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take each one. That is why they were drowned in the great flood. Can you imagine how painful a 
punishment drowning is? When the water submerges you and covers you from all sides. Surely it 
must have been a slow and painful death for them. Many of them were probably wading in the 
water for days if not weeks. Always trying to find higher ground but always finding the water rising 
wherever they went. As they saw the water rising all around them and when they saw the water 
cover the whole earth then they finally realized Allah (swt) Who IS. For the first time they truly 
realized that they had been created by a Creator and that they had been placed on this earth for 
a purpose. They realized that they could not play games with the Message of Allah (swt). They 
realized that Allah (swt) sent this Message to be listened to and to be implemented and not to be 
ignored and forgotten. But they realized too late. They realized too late. May Allah (swt) save us 
from their fate! 

Allah (swt) describes the people of Nuh in this ayah as “from before”. This means that 
they lived even before ‘Ad and Thamud. They were an ancient people who lived centuries ago. 
But Allah (swt) wants to make us realize that even at that time He (swt) was there. Allah (swt) 
was there even all those centuries ago. Allah (swt) is beyond space and time. He (swt) is the First 
and the Last. Even before man Allah (swt) was there. Even before this universe Allah (swt) was 
there. So do not think that you are being asked to submit to a king who is new or a king whose 
reign has only begun. No rather you are being told to submit to the King Who initiated the 
creation. A King Who has Existed even before there was time. Can you then even begin to 
imagine the Greatness of your Lord? Can you then even begin to imagine the evil of a people 
who would turn away from Him (swt)? 

By bringing our attention to the fact that the people of Nuh (as) lived before the people Ad 
and Thamud, Allah (swt) is showing us that the people of Ad and Thamud should have taken the 
lesson from what happened to those before them. They should have seen what happened to 
those who disobeyed their Lord. They should have realized the mistakes of the past. In this there 
is a warning to those who opposed the dawah of the Prophet (saw). They lived after all these 
nations. Why then could they not take the lesson from what happened to those before? Now 


135 



today we live after all these generations. Their example has preceded us. If we then choose to 
live in disobedience to the Law of our Lord then what will be our fate? 

Allah (swt) further describes the people of Nuh in this ayah by saying “surely they were 
more unjust and more rebellious”. They were even more evil than the people of ‘Ad and the 
people of Thamud. They were the most unjust because they refused to worship Allah (swt) Alone 
and they refused to show reverence and sanctification for Allah (swt) Alone. They bowed down 
before other than Allah (swt). They made their prayers and they called out in their time of need to 
other than Allah (swt). It is said that they were the first people to innovate the practice of idol 
worship. Adam (as) had taught his children to worship only Allah (swt), and they were on this 
guidance for generations. It was the people of Nuh (as) who deviated from this guidance. They 
were the first human beings to worship other than Allah (swt). How could anyone be more unjust 
than this? How could anyone be more unjust than the one who bows down before other than the 
Creator and Sustainer? How could anyone be more unjust than the one who has respect and 
adoration for other than Allah (swt)? Those things which they call on and that which they sanctify 
are only a creation like them, so why do they deserve their worship? What are those false gods 
when compared to Allah (swt)? Allah (swt) is the Real and the True and He (swt) will not tolerate 
for anything or anyone to be worshipped other than Him (swt). 

Just as they were the most unjust because they worshipped other than Allah (swt) they 
were also the most rebellious because they ruled their land by other than the Law of Allah (swt). 
How could anyone be more rebellious than the one who refuses to obey the Creator and 
Sustainer? Allah (swt) is the One Who created you and He (swt) is the One Who maintains your 
existence at every moment, how then can you disobey Him (swt)? How then can you turn away 
from ruling by His (swt)’s Law? What can you say about a people who would dare to presume 
that they can rule the earth according to their whims and desires? Did they create this earth for 
them to do with it as they please? Are they the ones who are sustaining this earth and all that is 
on it for them to place on it only that which pleases them? Is that not the epitome of rebellion and 
transgression? Does this not remind you of a certain kind of people today? Are we then waiting 
for anything but the flood to come down on us? May Allah (swt) save us! 
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54. And the Mu’tafikatah He destroyed. 

So far in this set of ayahs we have seen Allah (swt) tell us about what He (swt) has done 
with those who have turned away from this Message. From these ayahs one of the important 
lessons that we have taken is to remind ourselves once again that this Message is no joke. This 
Message demands our attention. This Message demands that we submit to it. It is not acceptable 
of anyone to continue to live their lives in heedlessness of this Message. Such is Allah (swt). 

Such is what He (swt) demands for the Message that He (swt) sends. In this ayah Allah (swt) tells 
us of yet another nation that He (swt) destroyed because they turned away from Him (swt). These 
were perhaps the most evil of nations and accordingly they got the worst of punishments. 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah “And the Mu’tafikatah He destroyed”. Here Allah (swt) tells 
us that He (swt) destroyed the Mu’tafikatah. The word Mu’tafikatah means the cities that have 
been turned over. It means the cities that have been turned upside down. The scholars agree that 
this is in reference to the cities to which Lut (as) was sent as a messenger. These cities are 
known in the Bible as Sodom and Ghamora. We know that in these cities the people practiced 
the vile sin of homosexuality. The vile sin of where men would have sexual relations with other 
men. Lut (as) called on them again and again to return to the worship and servitude of Allah (swt) 
and to cease their horrible actions. But they paid no heed to his warnings whatsoever and they 
even threatened to drive him and his family out of the city only because he and his family kept 
themselves pure of this terrible crime. Such was the evil of these people. Not only did they persist 
in this great sin but they threatened with death and exile any who would call them to 
righteousness. Any who would call them to Allah (swt). Again and again Lut (as) would invite 
them to Allah (swt) and again and again they would reject him (as). 

So because of their insolence before their Creator and because of their refusal to listen to 


the messenger the punishment came down upon them. The way that they were destroyed was 
that Allah (swt) sent Gibreel (as) to their cities. Gibreel (as) came down to the land where their 
cities were. First Lut (as) and the righteous believers who were with him were commanded to 
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leave the city. After the believers had left, this mighty angel then lifted up their cities with his 
wings. He (as) carried their cities high up into the sky. Can you imagine what this was like? Can 
you imagine how it was like to be one of the people in that city at that moment? First you feel the 
earth crumbling and you hear a loud noise all around you. The noise becomes louder and the 
earth begins to shake more and more. Then you feel the ground beneath you begin to rise. The 
ground beneath you is no longer firm and secure. Then you see that your city is being carried up 
into the sky. You look outside the window of your house and you see the clouds. Can you 
imagine how frightening it must have been for them? But this was only the beginning of their 
punishment. Once Gibreel (as) had carried their city high up into the clouds he (as) then flipped 
their city and it came crashing down towards the earth. From high up in the sky their city came 
crumbling down to the earth. Gibreel (as) did this to both of their cities and that is why they are 
known as the overturned cities. The cities that were literally turned upside down. The 
Mu’tafikatah. Of course Gibreel (as) was only acting under the explicit orders of Allah (swt) and 
so it was really Allah (swt) Who destroyed their cities. It was an utter and total destruction, similar 
to how the nations of ‘Ad and Thamud were destroyed. Notice how both of words in this ayah 
convey the meaning of the punishment that was sent down upon them. When Allah (swt) refers to 
them as Mu’tafikatah He (swt) is describing their punishment and when He (swt) says He (swt) 
destroyed them He (swt) is also referring to their punishment. This shows us the extent of the 
punishment that befell them. This shows us how displeased Allah (swt) was with them. Both for 
their turning away from Him (swt) and for the disgusting actions that they committed. 

Another reason why Allah (swt) refers to their cities as the overturned cities is because 
everything in those cities was flipped. In those cities what was wrong was right and what was bad 
was good. Everything was inverted from the way that it should be. These evil people took what 
Allah (swt) had created and used it in a way that was the opposite of what He (swt) had intended. 
Allah (swt) had created women for them but instead they approached men with lust. They 
completely ignored the reason for which Allah (swt) had created men and women. They flipped it 
one hundred and eighty degrees. Not only did they practice homosexuality, but this abomination 
became commonplace. The practice was accepted even by those who did not practice it. Except 
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for Lut (as) and those few with him (as), no one else in the society stood up and said that this was 
wrong. When the society as a whole approves of something that is so vile and so evil and so 
unnatural then what can you say about such a society? Is there any good in such a society? Or is 
the society as a whole the very antithesis of all that is good and pure? 

Without a doubt the world as a whole today is beginning to resemble these destroyed 
cities. We as a human race are becoming closer and closer to these cities that were destroyed. It 
is not just a matter of homosexuality becoming accepted and commonplace in our society today 
as it was in theirs. No in reality the matter is actually far deeper than that. Today just like it was for 
Sodom and Ghamora, the society as a whole is becoming more and more promiscuous. 

Inhibitions and restraints are being lost. Sex is everywhere. It is in the television. It is in the 
cinema. It is in the music. It is on the billboards. It is everywhere that you turn. It is even in the 
way that people dress. With every year that passes everything only becomes more explicit and 
more pornographic. The society does not care anymore about decency or morality. In the name 
of freedom everything is being permitted and even encouraged. Even at the youngest of age 
children are encouraged to have boyfriends and girlfriends. The schools and communities 
organize “dances” and other social events where such free mixing between the sexes is 
encouraged. Do you think that such is pleasing to Allah (swt)? When Allah (swt) looks to the earth 
and Sees such happenings do you think that He (swt) is pleased? Allah (swt) Who legislated that 
the entire body of the woman had to be covered. Allah (swt) Who made even looking with lust 
towards a member of the opposite sex as a great sin. Allah (swt) Who made adultery punishable 
by the most painful of deaths. Do you think such a state of affairs is pleasing to Him (swt)? What 
then do you think that He (swt) will do with a people who permit such behavior? What do you 
think that He (swt) will do to a people who just follow their lusts without even remembering their 
Creator and Sustainer? Do you think that any wealth or provisions that Allah (swt) gives to such 
people is actually good for them or is it a punishment for them that they will see the on the Day 
when they return to Him (swt)? Allah (swt) is all that matters and in the end He (swt) will have 
satisfaction. 
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What is even more depressing is that this perversion is spreading to the Muslim world as 
well. Even in the lands where Islam had once ruled for centuries and even in communities that 
were traditionally very conservative you can now see women who walk in the streets while 
showing their hair. There are believing women, women whom Allah (swt) has ordered to honor 
and protect, women who even if you speak the slightest word against them then the Khalifah 
would subject you to the most painful of punishments, such women today are showing their 
beauty to the whole world. Even to the disgusting and unclean infidels. Muslim women are now 
walking the streets while showing their hair and their beauty. They are doing this in the lands of 
the West and now even in Muslim lands. As the days pass the situation is only getting worse. 
Everything is just becoming more and more loose, everything is just becoming more and more 
promiscuous. The clothing becomes more and more revealing. The mixing between the sexes 
becomes more and more open. Slowly but surely our Ummah is becoming like Sodom and 
Ghamora. If something is not done soon then it is only a matter of time before the Muslim world 
becomes as bad as the West is. If that should happen then how could we as a nation ever get the 
help and victory from Allah (swt)? How then will we ever be saved from the miserable situation 
that we are in? What then will be our station when we return to Allah (swt) on the Last Day? 

The only solution to this problem is to bring back the Islamic State. This is because the 
government is what permits all of this lewdness and perversion and as long as the government 
does not rule by the Law of Allah (swt) then this state of affairs will continue. The Islamic State 
has the legislative power to remove all of these evil elements from the society, and it has the 
power to enforce its laws. Today many so called “Islamic” governments do have laws that 
supposedly enforce the moral standards of this Din, but because these governments have also 
mixed elements of kufr then it is very hard for them to enforce such laws. Furthermore the people 
also do not have much faith in these “Islamic” governments because they have mixed kufr into 
them. These governments do not show Islam as a true and complete solution. So the people 
have no confidence in Islam as system of life to live by. As a consequence of this the people 
imitate the West in their behavior and in their clothing, instead of returning to Islam. So the 
lewdness and the filth continues. 
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Only a return to the Islamic State and to ruling completely by the Law of Allah (swt) can 
solve this problem and save our Ummah from this moral degeneration. The Islamic State can 
outlaw the free mixing between the sexes, it can remove all of these obscene images from the 
media, and it can legislate that all women must cover themselves in public. The Islamic State can 
enforce the Authority of Allah (swt) and ensure that there only exists on this earth that which is 
pleasing to its Creator. Not only that but once the Muslims see what Islam really is, they will no 
longer be enamored with the West. Insha Allah once they see the Islamic State create a dominant 
Muslim civilization once again then they will stop trying to imitate and copy the West in everything 
that they do. Only when the Islamic State returns the glory to Islam once again can this Din once 
again capture the hearts of the Muslims. Insha Allah then the Muslims will see this Din as a 
complete way of life that they can live by and not as something ancient or barbaric. Then they will 
lead the pure and clean life that Allah (swt) wants them to live and not the corrupt and lewd one of 
those who are heedless of Him (swt). Only by returning to the Law of Allah (swt) can we save 
ourselves from this decadence and moral corruption. Only by working to bring back the Islamic 
State can we save ourselves from becoming like the overturned cities. May Allah (swt) help us! 





55. So there covered them that which covered. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us about how He (swt) destroyed the Mu’tafikatah. 
These were the cities that were overturned. They were called the overturned cities because of the 
way in which they were destroyed and also because everything in them was the opposite of what 
it should be. In those cities what was bad was good and what was wrong was right. The people in 
those cities had no sense of morality or decency. They just did whatever it is that their desires 
prompted them to. They had become a slave to their desires. They had forgotten that they exist 
only to worship and serve Allah (swt). They had forgotten their Lord and Master Who brought 
them into existence and Who keeps them alive at every moment of their existence. They ignored 
and rejected the Message that He (swt) had sent to them. That is why they became deserving of 
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the terrible punishment that came to them. The mighty archangel Gibreel (as) was their 
punishment. He (as) lifted up their cities into the sky and then sent them falling down towards the 
earth. But was that the end of their punishment? Was that all that they were made to suffer? No, 
their evil was so great that they were deserving of an even greater punishment. Allah (swt) tells 
us what that punishment was in this ayah. 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah “So there covered them that which covered”. Most of the 
scholars say that this refers to the rain of stones that fell down upon the cities and covered them. 
After Gibreel (as) had dropped their cities from the sky, Allah (swt) sent down upon them a rain of 
stones. It is said that the stones were burning and that there was a stone for each one of the 
corrupt people in those cities. Can you imagine what it was like? Your city has been lifted up into 
the sky and sent crashing down towards the earth. Then if you are somehow able to survive that, 
you then see that the sky starts raining down brimstone upon you. Millions of hot burning rocks 
fall from the sky and cover your city. There is nowhere that you can go to hide. There is fire and 
chaos everywhere. It is said that burning stones covered the city to such an extent that there was 
not one spot on the city where a stone did not land. This is what Allah (swt) means when He (swt) 
says “So there covered them that which covered”. These people were covered by burning 
stones from the sky. They were covered by punishment as it rained down upon them.. They were 
covered by the Wrath of Allah (swt). See then how they had angered their Lord. See then what a 
corrupt and vile people they were. Notice also how Allah (swt) repeats the word “covered” in the 
ayah. This is for emphasis. This is to show us that the punishment completely covered and 
enveloped them. They were such an evil people that the punishment of Allah (swt) completely 
covered and enveloped them. 

In his tafsir of this ayah Mawdudi says that what covered them could also be in reference 
to the Dead Sea. We know that today the remnants of these cities are underwater beneath the 
Dead Sea. So according to Mawdudi what covered them was the waters of the Dead Sea. It 
seems that both of these opinions are correct and as always Allah (swt) Knows best! Centuries 
after their cities were covered by the burning rocks, Allah (swt) caused their cities to be covered 
by the sea. 
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For us however the lesson that we can take from this ayah is to see that the punishment 
that befell these people was indeed terrible. So this reminds us once again that this Message that 
Allah (swt) has sent us is no joke. We have to take this Message from our Creator seriously. We 
have to live our lives by this Message and we have to strive to make it supreme in our lives and 
supreme in the land. So when Allah (swt) says in this Message that homosexuality is an 
abomination then we must hate it and hate all those practice it. When Allah (swt) says that 
adultery and fornication are forbidden then we must stay away from it. We must not even go 
close to it. When Allah (swt) obligates men to lower their gaze then they must try their best to do 
it and when Allah (swt) obligates women to cover themselves then they must try their best to do it. 
If we do not then we must fear a punishment as great as this coming down upon us in one form or 
another. Allah (swt) is telling us in this ayah to take Him (swt) seriously and if we do not then we 
have no excuse before Him (swt) whatsoever. The warning has already been given and now the 
choice is ours. May Allah (swt) give us strength! May Allah (swt) save us from ourselves! We by 
ourselves do not have the power to resist temptations, we are only pure if Allah (swt) sends down 
His (swt)’s Mercy on us. 


(ULjj ^1* 


56. Then which of the favors of your Rabb will you doubt. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) asks us as to which of His (swt)’s favors we will doubt. This ayah 
has such depth of meaning that one could write an entire book only on this ayah. What we are 
going to do here is only scratch the surface of that meaning and we ask Allah (swt) to forgive us 
our weaknesses and shortcomings. Our humble work does not even begin to do justice to His 
(swt)’s Book. For every lesson and benefit that we discover and convey onto you there are 
hundreds of such benefits and lessons that we missed. Insha Allah you will find those in the other 
tafsir books that have been written and in others that will be written in the future Insha Allah. 
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So in this ayah Allah (swt) asks us as to which of His (swt)’s favors that we will doubt. 
How many are the favors and bounties that Allah (swt) has bestowed on you? If you even begin 
to realize the meaning of the word “Rabb” you will realize that they are indeed too many for you to 
even count. Can you then doubt even one of these favors? Could you ever think that even one of 
these favors has come from anywhere else except Allah (swt)? The life that you live. The food 
that you eat. The water that you drink. The clothes that give you warmth. The bed on which you 
sleep. The transportation that carries you. The home that gives you shelter. The livelihood from 
where you seek of Allah (swt)’s Bounty. The family who loves you. The friends whom you keep 
you company. Even a moment without pain or sickness. A moment without anxiety or fear. All of 
these are from Allah (swt), so how then can you ever doubt them? Which one of these can you 
say is not from Allah (swt)? Which one of these can you stop showing gratitude to Him (swt) for? 

In this ayah as well Allah (swt) is telling you about Himself. Allah (swt) is reminding you 
why you need to dedicate you life to serving Him (swt). He (swt) is the Real and True. He (swt) is 
the One Who has given you everything that you have. You would not even know of existence 
were it not for Him (swt). Can you imagine what it would mean to not be alive? Can you even 
fathom it? Your very life is only possible because of Allah (swt). So how grateful then must you 
be to Him (swt)? How then can you turn away from Him (swt)? How can you live in heedlessness 
of Him (swt)? How then can you ignore the Message that He (swt) has sent you? How can you 
violate His (swt)’s Law? Has He (swt) not already given you the warning of the nations of the 
past? You have seen what was their fate because they turned away from their Lord. Do you want 
to share their fate? When will you realize that this Message is not a joke? When will you realize 
that Allah (swt) is not a joke? Is there anyone else whom you can call on when you are in need? 

Is there anyone else who grants wealth and contentment? Is there anyone else who makes you 
happy and who takes away your grief? Is there anyone else who gives life and causes death? Is 
there anyone else who has created you from a sperm drop? Is there anyone else who will 
resurrect you on the Last Day? Is there anyone else who has power like He (swt) has Power? Is 
there anyone else who can reward you for every single good that you do? These are all from the 
favors of Allah (swt) so which then of the favors of Allah (swt) will you deny? 
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The favors of Allah (swt) upon man are beyond all count and measure. If you were to 
count the drops of water in the ocean and then multiply that time and time again, you still would 
not reach a number that is even close to the number of favors that your Lord has bestowed on 
you. So which then of these favors will you doubt? Know that even if you do not openly deny the 
favors of Allah (swt) upon you, just the fact that you refuse to submit to Allah (swt) and you refuse 
to serve Him (swt) is enough of a proof against you. The only way that you can save yourself from 
being among the ungrateful is to sincerely make your best effort to worship and serve Allah (swt) 
as He (swt) has created you do it. Only then can you be among the grateful. Only then do you 
have a hope of being saved. May Allah (swt) give us all the enabling grace to be among the 
grateful! Nothing else matters except Him (swt)! 



57. This is a warner from the warners of old. 

In the previous ayahs Allah (swt) had told us Himself (swt) and about the Message that 
He (swt) has sent. Now in this ayah Allah (swt) tells us about the Messenger that bears this 
Message. Allah (swt) describes the Prophet (saw) here by saying “This is a warner from the 
warners of old”. Think about what Allah (swt) is saying here. Allah (swt) is telling us that the 
Prophet (saw) is a messenger just like the messengers from before. He (saw) is a warner just like 
the warners of old. He (saw) is both a messenger and a warner. He (saw) brings to us a Message 
from our Creator and he (saw) also warns us of the consequences of not listening to this 
Message. The point that Allah (swt) stresses in this ayah is that what the Prophet (saw) has 
brought us is nothing new but it is what all the prophets and messengers before him (saw) have 
brought. It is the same Message and the same warning. 

There are questions that people may ask when they first hear of the Prophet (saw). Who 
is this man Muhammad ibn Abdullah (saw)? Is he (saw) coming with something strange and 
new? Is he (saw) bringing something that the people have never heard of? Is this the first time 
that anyone has ever claimed to be a messenger from the Divine? Does this Message contain 
something that we have never heard of before? Allah (swt) answers all such questions in this 
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ayah alone. First Allah (swt) tells us that the Prophet (saw) is a messenger just like the 
messengers that were sent before. There is nothing new or strange about what he (saw) has 
brought. Rather the Message that the Prophet (saw) brought is the same Message that all the 
previous prophets and messengers brought. He (saw) is only a warner just like the warners who 
were sent before him (saw). 

We know that Allah (swt) has decreed that He (swt) will communicate with mankind with 
prophets and messengers that He (swt) sends. So since the dawn of human existence Allah (swt) 
has sent such prophets and messengers to guide mankind to Him (swt). This is why all of the 
major religions have this concept of human beings who are sent as emissaries of the Divine. All 
religions believe in the idea of prophets and messengers. There are several prophets who are 
explicitly mentioned in the Bible and the Tawrah. Even Hinduism and Buddhism have this concept 
of men who sent on behalf of the Divine or men who are manifestations of the Divine. Men who 
have connected the people with the spiritual world that lies beyond this material existence that we 
know. From the hadith of the Prophet (saw) we know that thousands upon thousands were the 
prophets and messengers that Allah (swt) sent to mankind. They all preached the same 
Message. They all called to the same Creator. They all told us that we have been created for a 
purpose. To do good by serving our Lord and Master and being a source of good for the 
betterment of humanity. Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah that the Prophet (saw) is no different from 
all of these prophets and messengers. He (saw) also brought mankind a Message from their 
Creator. In this Message our Creator has told us why we have been created and what we need to 
do now. What then could be more important to us than this Message? To receive this Message is 
why we have been created and just like the messengers of old, the Prophet (saw) has brought to 
us this Message. 

Many enemies of this Message today criticize Islam for being the “youngest” of the 
religions. They do not pay any attention to what is in this Message. They do not look to the Quran 
and see how it is a Miracle. They do not look to the life of the Prophet (saw) to see how he (saw) 
has to be the Messenger. They only try to find some fault with this Din. They have already made 
up their minds that this Din is their enemy and so they try to find something wrong with it. One of 
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their objections that they bring is that they say that Islam is the “youngest” of the religions. Such a 
statement only comes from pure ignorance as to what Islam truly is. They are saying that this Din 
is something new. Something that had never been heard of before the sixth century. Something 
that the Prophet (saw) invented. May Allah (swt) save us from their horrendous lies! 

In this ayah we can see how wrong their statement is. This Din is not something that is 
new. This Din is not something that the Prophet (saw) invented. Rather we see that he (saw) was 
a messenger just like the messengers of old. The Message that he (saw) brought was the same 
Message that Allah (swt) had been sending to us since the dawn of human civilization. So Islam 
is not a “young” religion, on the contrary it is the oldest of the religions. All other religions have 
been corrupted in one way or another. Only this Din has remained pure as the Creator has 
revealed it. The Din that Adam (as) taught to his children was Islam. Adam (as) never taught his 
children to accept ‘Isa (as) as their savior in order to attain salvation, or to believe in the nation of 
Israil as the greatest of nations, or to believe in the manifestations of Brahmin and the caste 
system or to seek nirvana through renunciation and self-torture. He (as) only taught his children 
to dedicate their lives to their Creator and to do good to each other. This was the Message of 
Adam (as) and this was the Message of the Prophet (saw). So how could anyone come today 
and criticize Islam for being the “youngest” religion? Someone who says such truly displays their 
ignorance and their hatred towards this Message that their Creator has sent to them. Such people 
should be reminded that the Prophet (saw) came with a Miracle with which it can clearly be 
established that he (saw) is without a doubt the Messenger of Allah (swt). He (saw) is a 
messenger like the messengers of old. He (saw) is a warner like the warners of old. Only a 
human being that brings you a communication from your Lord. How then can you turn away from 
him (saw) and the Message that he (saw) brought you? 
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58. The Near Event draws near. 


In the previous ayahs Allah (swt) had presented to us this Message. Allah (swt) had 
summarized for us what this Message consists of. First and foremost Allah (swt) had told us 
about Himself. He (swt) is our Creator. The One Who created us from the earth and then from a 
sperm-drop. Then He (swt) shaped us in the wombs of our mothers as He (swt) pleased. Then 
He (swt) made us into this civilization that we know. In the life of this world Allah (swt) is the One 
Who makes us rich and Who makes us content. He (swt) is the One Who makes us happy and 
makes us sad. Everything that happens to us in our lives is only from Him (swt). Every moment of 
joy and every moment of sorrow is only from Him (swt). Allah (swt) is the One Who controls our 
fates in the life of this world. We will live our lives as He (swt) wants us to. Then we will return to 
Him (swt) and He (swt) will judge us for everything that we have done. He (swt) is the One Who 
will give us the reward complete for all of our striving in this world. Such is Allah (swt), our Creator 
and Sustainer, our Lord and Master. Then Allah (swt) told us about the Message that He (swt) 
has sent to us and about the messenger who bears this Message. We saw that this Message is 
nothing new but it is the same Message that Allah (swt) has been sending to mankind since the 
dawn of our existence on this planet. In this Message Allah (swt) calls on us to worship and serve 
Him (swt). To live our lives in worship and servitude of Him (swt). This is the reason why we have 
been created. This is the reason why we exist. After knowing all of this would anyone then turn 
away from Allah (swt) and the Message that He (swt) has sent? In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us 
what would be the consequences if we should do that. 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah “The Near Event draws near”. This of course refers to the 
Day of Judgment. Allah (swt) describes this Day here as the Near Event and He (swt) tells us 
how it is drawing nearer. You can almost picture it as a creature that is stalking you and it is about 
to strike. It is coming closer and closer and it is only an eye blink away from pouncing. Such is the 
image that is conjured from this ayah. The Day of Judgment is extremely close and it is getting 


148 



closer still with every moment that passes. So how then can you turn away from this Din? When 
you know that the Hour is about to strike? After that moment when the trumpet is blown then the 
test is over. Then there is no going back. Then the Judgment will commence. After that it is only 
the Garden or the Fire. How then can you rest? How then can you sleep? How then can you live 
a life in heedlessness to Allah (swt) when you know that He (swt) is the One to judge you on that 
Day? Your eternity is completely up to Him (swt). How then can you let the moments pass while 
you are not doing the actions that are pleasing to Him (swt)? 

Allah (swt) created us for a purpose. If we choose to live our lives as we please without 
paying heed to this purpose then we should never think that we will have the last laugh. The Day 
of Judgment is coming and it will be upon us sooner than we think. Then we will have to pay the 
consequences of turning away from our Creator. Then we will have to pay the consequences of 
not living our lives according to His (swt)’ Law. The only way that we can save ourselves from that 
fate is if we submit to Allah (swt) now. Right now, here at this moment, you have the chance to 
save yourself from this predator that is about to strike. You have the chance to save yourself from 
this calamity that is about to befall. You do not have to be an angel. Allah (swt) has already 
promised you in this Surah that He (swt) will forgive you the minor sins. Allah (swt) has already 
reminded you that He (swt) is Vast in Forgiveness. So all that you have to be is sincere. All that 
you have to do is make a sincere effort to worship and serve your Creator. So make your Salah, 
pay your Zakat, fast in Ramadan and make the Hajj if you are able to, do good to your family and 
your neighbor, fulfill your contracts and oaths, stay away from the major sins and the indecent 
sexual actions, and try your best to carry this idea of Islam to others. That is all that Allah (swt) 
asks of you. What a Kind and Merciful Master that you have. If you can do this then you can save 
yourself from the Near Event that is drawing nearer. So that when it comes it will find you in a 
state of submission to your Lord and not in a state of rebellion or heedlessness. If such is your 
situation then what do you have to fear? May Allah (swt) make this into a reality for all the sincere 
people of the world! 
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59. There is none from below Allah to remove it. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us how the Day of Judgment was a Near Event and 
how it is becoming nearer and nearer. The language of the ayah gives the meaning that it is 
about to happen. It is just an eye blink away or even closer. Such is a promise from the Lord and 
Master of the universe. So how can you doubt it? You should not think that you have time to 
follow your desires and live in heedlessness to Allah (swt). Rather you must remember Allah (swt) 
and try your best to worship and serve Him (swt). If you do not do that then what will you do when 
that Day befalls. It is closer than you can possibly imagine. Before you know it the angel Israfeel 
will blow the trumpet and the Day of Judgment will begin. Allah (swt) created us for a test and at 
that moment the test will be over. At that moment the purpose for which the universe existed will 
be no more. The universe as we know it will cease to be. The stars will fall. The oceans will burn. 
The mountains will become dust. And the earth will release everything that is on it. Then you will 
see how worthless is this world that you chased after. How worthless is this world that you chose 
instead of Allah (swt). What then will happen to you on such a Day? You who committed so many 
sins. You who allowed so many moments of your life to pass you by in heedlessness. You will be 
overcome with fear and dread. Allah (swt) has told us in other ayahs that even the children will 
become gray haired because of the fear and terror of that Day. If this child who did not commit 
any sins becomes gray haired then can you imagine what will happen to you? Can you imagine 
the fear and the dread that will seize you? Is there anyone who can save you from such a state? 

Is there anyone who can remove this fear and dread that has overcome you? 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah “There is none from below Allah to remove it”. There is 
no one to save you on that tremendous Day except Allah (swt). Only Allah (swt) can remove the 
fear that will grip your heart. Only Allah (swt) can give you tranquility and assurance. Allah (swt) is 
your only hope. How then can you turn away from Him (swt)? How can you live a life in 
heedlessness to Him (swt)? This is a Day that belongs completely to Allah (swt). Only He (swt) 
Knows when it will befall. Only He (swt) can save whomsoever He (swt) pleases and only He 
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(swt) can destroy whomsoever He (swt) pleases. How then can you turn away from Allah (swt)? 
Do you have hope in someone or something from the creation to save you on that Day? 
Something that is below Allah (swt). This Day belongs completely to Allah (swt) and He (swt) is 
telling you in this ayah that no one from below Him (swt) can do anything for you on this Day. So 
why do you look to creation? Why do you keep your hopes in the creation? This creation could be 
a saint or a priest or a holy man or an idol or a prophet whom you have taken as a god besides 
Allah (swt). This creation could be your king or your country whom you allow to be your masters 
instead of Allah (swt).This creation could even be your own desires and your own pride. These 
are all from the creation and they all weak. How then can you look to these when you know that 
they cannot do anything for you on that Day? How can you turn away from Allah (swt) when you 
know that He (swt) is the only One to save you on that great Day? If you remember Allah (swt) 
now then He (swt) will remember you on that Day when you are desperately in need of Him (swt). 

So the lesson that we take from this ayah is that the Day of Judgment is approaching and 
it is approaching fast. It will be upon us sooner than we can possibly imagine. Remember that 
your death is your Day of Judgment. So even if you do not live to see the Day when Israfeel 
blows the horn, by the time your lifespan runs out your Day of Judgment would have already 
started. Since death can occur for anyone and at any moment, you have to believe that your 
death is closer than you can imagine. The fact that the Day of Judgment is so close should then 
make you rush to worship and serve Allah (swt). Because no can save you from this Day except 
Him (swt). The Day of Judgment is the greatest of calamities and it is going to befall everyone. 
Only Allah (swt) can remove this calamity from whomsoever He (swt) pleases. Only Allah (swt) 
can guarantee safety and peace on this Day when the universe will be destroyed. So is there 
anything that should be more important in your life than Him (swt)? Is there anyone who should 
be the purpose of your existence other than Him (swt)? Only He (swt) can guarantee entry into 
the Garden and refuge from the Fire, so why then do you turn away from Him (swt)? 
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60. Do you then wonder at this news? 

Allah (swt) has told us much in this Surah. He (swt) has told us about Himself. He (swt) 
has told us about this Message that He (swt) has sent. He (swt) has told us about the Day on 
which we will return to Him (swt). What then should be our reaction to what He (swt) has told us? 
What was the reaction of many of the Quraysh chiefs at the time of the Prophet (saw) when such 
news was narrated to them? The Oneness of Allah (swt). The Message of the Prophet (saw). The 
Day of Judgment. The Hereafter. These are the tenets of our belief. But what do you think was 
the reaction of these Quraysh chiefs to all this? Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah. 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah “Do you then wonder at this news?” Allah (swt) addresses 
the Quraysh chiefs here and all those who would receive this Message after them. Allah (swt) 
asks them why they are wondering at this statement. The “news” in this ayah refers to this 
Message. What is their reaction to this Message? Is it wonder and amazement? Is it doubt and 
disbelief? Some people have this reaction when they receive this Message. They wonder with 
doubt and skepticism. Why do they do this? Do they find it so hard to believe that their Creator 
has sent to them a Message? Do they even find it hard to believe that they have a Creator? Is the 
fact that there will be a Day of Judgment and a Hereafter so hard to believe? Do they really think 
that there is nothing beyond this material world that they see? Believe it or not but some people 
do think in such a way. They wonder with amazement and they become skeptical with doubt 
when they are told about their Creator, about the Message that He (swt) has sent, and the Day on 
which they will return to Him (swt). 

Allah (swt) Himself wonders at such a reaction. How could they possibly find this hard to 
believe? Is it so hard to believe that you have a Creator? Where do you think that you came 
from? Do you think that this universe could have come into existence from nothing? How could a 
universe that is full of limited things have possibly created itself? Can you find one thing in this 
entire universe that has the power to create something from nothing? 
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Similarly how can you wonder at the fact that your Creator has sent to you a Message? 
Do you think that your Creator would have created you just so that you could be left be? Would 
Allah (swt) have created you without giving you a way through which you may know Him (swt)? 
Would Allah (swt) have created you without a purpose? Similarly how could you wonder that 
there will be a Hereafter? Do you think that your soul was created only for this temporary, worldly 
existence? How could our souls who feel so much have been created only to toil on this earth for 
a few years and then pass away into nothingness? Could that be all there is to life? How could 
you even doubt the Day of Judgment? Do you not think that justice needs to be done for 
everyone? Do you not think that all those who did evil should be punished and all those who did 
good should be rewarded? What kind of a universe would this be if there was no justice? Would 
you even want to live in such a world? 

So in this ayah Allah (swt) asks us as to how we can wonder at this statement. This 
Message that has reached us from the blessed tongue of the Prophet (saw). How can we ever 
think that it is not true? How can we have even the faintest of doubt in it? Today many people 
think that those who believe in this Message are fools. But if we were to think about it, it is really 
those who do not believe in this Message who are the fools. How could anyone wonder at this 
statement? This news is the Truth. This Message is the Truth. Only a fool would doubt it. Only a 
fool would find it hard to believe. Only the ones who blindly follow their desires and who do not 
think and reason find this Message hard to believe. But if one would only stop and reflect, one 
would then see that this Message is indeed the Truth. The bottom line is that scientists still have 
not been able to explain the creation of the universe or the existence of all things. The bottom line 
is that the Quran still has not been reproduced. The bottom line is that man still has not been able 
to derive a perfect system like Islam. So how could you still have doubts about this Message? 

How could you wonder at this news? These doubts are nothing but Shaitan. These doubts are 
nothing but your desires. These doubts are nothing but your arrogance. You have doubts 
because you want to have doubts. So that you can make excuses for yourself and violate the Law 
of Allah (swt). So that you can tell yourself not to strive to the utmost for the sake of Allah (swt). If 
you have a lingering doubt in the back of your mind then you will not strive to the utmost. You will 
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allow yourself to be weak. You will tell yourself that there is no conflict between Truth and 
falsehood. You will tell yourself that there is no need to make the effort to make the Word of Allah 
(swt) supreme. This is what Shaitan wants from you. This is why he puts such doubts in your 
heart. May Allah (swt) save us from such doubts! 



61. And you laugh and do not cry. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) brought our attention to those who would doubt this 
Message that He (swt) has sent. Most of them believe in a Creator, but they do not believe that 
their Creator has sent them a Message. They want to believe that their Creator created them and 
then just left them be. They want to think that this worldly life is all that there is to their existence. 
This way they do not have to restrain themselves. This way they do not have to strive to please 
their Creator. This way they can do whatever their desires prompt them to do and they do not 
have to be held accountable for their actions. So they convince themselves that this Message is a 
lie. They tell themselves that Allah (swt) did not reveal this Message In this ayah Allah (swt) 
brings our attention to the response of such people when they are presented with this Message. 

Allah (swt) says “And you laugh and do not cry”. This was the response of many of the 
Quraysh chiefs when they heard the Message of the Prophet (saw). They would laugh at him 
(saw). They would make all sorts of ridicule and mockery against the beloved (saw). . Are you 
the one whom Allah (swt) has sent as a messenger? Are you claiming that you have a Book that 
has come down to you from the seven heavens? They would listen to what the Prophet (saw) has 
to say and then they would laugh in his (saw)’s blessed face. Can you then see the evil of these 
people? How can a people laugh at a Message that they are certain has come to them from their 
Creator? How can they mock someone who they know is a righteous person and who only wants 
good for them? Here was the Prophet (saw) bringing to them a Message from their Creator. Their 
Creator Who brought them into existence and Who continues to maintain their existence for every 
moment of their lives. Their Creator Who has provided them with everything that they have. Even 
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the air that they breathe. Their Creator speaks to them in this Message. A Message that was their 
salvation both in this life and in the Hereafter. What then was their response to such a Message? 
They laughed at it. They laughed at it. Can you even begin to understand the evil of such people? 

Notice also the patience and the steadfastness of the Prophet (saw)? Look how he (saw) 
patiently absorbed all of this ridicule and mockery. The Prophet (saw) came from a very noble 
family and he (saw) was held in high esteem by his people. He (saw) would never have put 
himself through this kind of ridicule and verbal torture for no reason. The Arabs were a proud 
people and it was considered a great matter for someone to even mildly insult someone else. The 
Prophet (saw) went through all of this ridicule and mockery because he (saw) knew that he (saw) 
was the Messenger of Allah (swt). Now these chiefs were laughing at the Prophet (saw). They 
were laughing directly at his (saw)’s blessed face. How much then was the patience and the 
steadfastness of the Prophet (saw)? How much did he (saw) endure only so that you and I could 
be guided to our Creator? Do you see now how much you must love him (saw)? 

Instead of laughing they should have been crying. Allah (swt) asks them in this ayah as to 
why they were not crying. The Prophet (saw) once told us that if we knew what he (saw) knew 
then we would laugh a little and cry a lot. How can we laugh and not cry when we know that the 
Fire is there? This place is not a dream. This place is not a story. No matter how much you may 
try to convince yourself otherwise, it is very real. When you know that such a place exists and you 
know the descriptions that Allah (swt) has given of this place, then how could you laugh and not 
cry? When you know about Allah (swt) and you realize all that He (swt) has given you then how 
can you laugh and not cry? When you think about how ungrateful you have been to Allah (swt) 
despite all of the favors and blessings that He (swt) has bestowed on you then how can you laugh 
and not cry? When you think about all of the sins that you have done and all of the sins that you 
continue to do then how can you laugh and not cry?? When you realize the gravity of the 
responsibility that is on your neck then how can you laugh and not cry? If these Quraysh chiefs 
realized Allah (swt) and they realized the Fire then they would have been crying instead of 
laughing. But they did not come to this realization. So they continued to laugh when they should 
have been crying. Do not make the same mistake that they did. 
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62. And you are Samidoon. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us about how the Quraysh chiefs would mock the 
Prophet (saw) when he (saw) presented this Message to them. They would laugh at him (saw) 
even though he (saw) was bringing them the Message from their Creator. They would laugh at 
him (saw) even though they were certain that he (saw) was the Messenger of Allah (swt). Such 
was their attitude towards the man who was bringing them their salvation. Allah (swt) also told us 
how if they really knew the consequences of turning away from this Message then they would 
have been crying instead of laughing. So if they did not listen to this communication that had 
reached them from their Creator then what were they doing? In this ayah Allah (swt) brings our 
attention to what these people were doing. Allah (swt) shows how they were passing their days. 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah “And you are Samidoon”. There are several meanings that 
this word Samidoon gives. Such is the richness of the Arabic language in that one word can give 
so many meanings. One meaning that this word gives is heedlessness. So Allah (swt) is 
describing to us how these people are heedless to the reality of their situation. They are heedless 
to the fact that Allah (swt) Sees all that they do. They are heedless of the fact that they have been 
created to worship and serve Allah (swt). They are heedless of the fact that they will one day 
return to Allah (swt) and be accountable for every single action that they have done. They are 
living in complete and utter ignorance, complete and utter darkness. Is this not the reality of many 
of the people today? Is this not even our reality sometimes? Are we not often completely oblivious 
to the fact that Allah (swt) is Seeing us and testing us at every moment? How many are the 
moments in your life that you allowed to pass by while you were completely heedless of your 
Lord? How many times have you failed to remember His Gaze upon you? May Allah (swt) forgive 
us! May Allah (swt) save us! May Allah (swt) help us to always remember Him (swt) and 
remember the true purpose of our existence! May Allah (swt) save us from being among those 
who are Samidoonl 
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Another meaning that the word Samidoon gives is to spend one’s time in idle play and 
amusement. This word also describes how many of the Quraysh chiefs were when this Message 
from Allah (swt) reached them. It also describes how much of mankind is today, even many 
Muslims. We are wasting our time in idle play and amusement. We were created for a great 
purpose. We were created to be the representatives of Allah (swt) on this earth. We were created 
to establish the Law of Allah (swt) in the land and to carry His Message to the nations. Such is the 
noble purpose that we have been created for. But we have turned away from this purpose. 

Instead we waste our time in games and song. We waste our time in the most fruitless of 
activities. Activities that do nothing to better our situation or the situation of mankind. Activities 
that do not worship and glorify Allah (swt). Activities that serve no purpose whatsoever other than 
to satisfy our lusts and desires. How many are the moments in your life that you allowed to pass 
by without remembering Allah (swt)? How many are the moments that you lived in heedlessness 
to your Lord and Master? Your Creator and Sustainer? Wasting your time playing some game or 
watching some show or singing some song or telling some joke or dancing. Is this why we were 
created? Is this why this entire universe exists and has been put under our control? Is this why all 
of the creation has been subjugated for us? Is it for this that we are consuming the resources of 
this planet each day and night? Just for idle play and amusement. Just look at our utter 
foolishness. The Prophet (saw) has told us that everything in this world is cursed except the 
remembrance of Allah (swt) and that which facilities it. From this hadith we learn that this entire 
earth is cursed and so is everything on it and everything that the people do on it. The only 
exception to this rule is when Allah (swt) is remembered or when something is done which 
facilitates that remembrance. So when you pray or read Quran or do dawah or learn Arabic then 
you are not among those who are cursed. At the same time if you work or study or cook or eat so 
that you can remember Allah (swt) then you are also not cursed. However if you spend your time 
in other than this then you are among the cursed, you are among the Samidoon. May Allah (swt) 
save us from that fate! May Allah (swt) allow us to remember Him (swt)! May Allah (swt) allow us 
to spend every moment of our life in some way remembering Him (swt)! 
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63. So be humble for Allah and serve (Him). 

This is the last ayah of this wonderful Surah. In the previous ayahs Allah (swt) told us 
about this Message that He (swt) has sent and He (swt) told us what was the response of many 
of the people towards this Message. They laugh and mock at this Message. They laugh when 
they should have been crying. If they really knew the reality of their situation they would have 
been crying. If they truly knew what awaited them after their deaths then they would have been 
overcome with fear and despair. But instead they spend their time in idle play and amusement. In 
total heedlessness and ignorance. Thinking that all that there is to life is the accumulation of 
wealth and the satisfaction of desires. This is the response of many of the people to this Message 
that Allah (swt) has sent. What should be our response? How can we save ourselves from 
becoming like these people? Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah. 

Allah (swt) says “So be humble for Allah and serve (Him)”. After all that Allah (swt) has 
told us in this Surah, He (swt) now ends it by giving us two simple commands. Allah (swt) 
commands us to make ourselves humble for Him (swt) and to serve Him (swt). This is what we 
should do in response to what we have learned in this Surah. This should be our response to this 
Message that has reached us from our Creator. We should humble ourselves before our Lord and 
we should serve Him (swt). 

The first step in making ourselves humble for Allah (swt) is to remove all pride and 
arrogance from our hearts. The Sufis say that the only distance between us and Allah (swt) is our 
own ego. So we should kill it. We should do this for Allah (swt). We should think of Him (swt) 
before we think of ourselves. We should live for Him (swt) rather than living for ourselves. We 
should always be seeking His (swt)’s Pleasure and Contentment rather than our own. Whatever 
situation that we find ourselves in, we should not be looking at if we are content or not, rather we 
should ask ourselves if He (swt) is content. If He (swt) is content then we should make ourselves 
content. We should be patient through all the difficult moments for Him (swt), and we should 
realize that whatever good we find in our lives is only from Him (swt) and not from ourselves. 
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The way in which we remove this arrogance and pride from our hearts is by striving to 
remember Allah (swt) more and more. We must remember Him (swt) in all of His Majesty and 
Glory. We must remember how we are nothing when compared to Him (swt). Who are when 
compared to Him (swt)? How can we ever think that our lives are ours to live as we please when 
He (swt) is the One Who brought us into being and He (swt) is the One Who sustains us for every 
moment of our lives? Even more important than this is that He (swt) deserves that we dedicate 
ourselves to Him (swt) completely because of Who He (swt) IS. When you realize the kind of 
Being that Allah (swt) IS. When you realize His (swt)’s Splendor and Tremendousness and Glory 
then you will see how He (swt) deserves that you dedicate yourself completely. He (swt) deserves 
that you forget yourself and focus all your attention on Him (swt). As the Prophet (saw) has told 
us, everything in this world is cursed. Only in the remembrance of Allah (swt) can this curse be 
lifted. Only in the remembrance of Allah (swt) can you forget yourself and be with the Real and 
the True. May Allah (swt) give us all the ability to remember Him (swt) more and more! May He 
(swt) save us from the arrogance and pride of our own souls! 

In addition to giving the meaning of making yourself humble, the Arabic word sajda that 
Allah (swt) uses here also means to prostrate. When we take this meaning then we see that our 
Lord is commanding us to prostrate ourselves before Him (swt). This is a command to place our 
foreheads on the floor in worship to Allah (swt). To submit to Allah (swt) with every limb in our 
body. What could you possibly do that is more beautiful and nobler than prostration? To put your 
face on the floor before your Lord. Is this not what you were created to do? Your face is the 
noblest part of your body and when you put it on the floor then you demonstrate your complete 
submission to Allah (swt). Complete submission and complete surrender to Allah (swt). To give 
up everything and to live only to please Him (swt). So when Allah (swt) commands you to 
prostrate in this ayah, He (swt) is not simply telling you to prostrate yourself with your body but 
rather He (swt) is telling you to prostrate yourself before Him (swt) with everything that you have. 
Your body, your mind, your wealth, your resources, your energy and your talents must all be 
surrendered to Him (swt) completely. A complete state of submission. You do not live for yourself 
anymore, rather you live only for Him (swt). 
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We as Muslims prostrate our whole body before Allah (swt) in prayer. But this prostration 
must have a reality in our lives. We cannot simply prostrate to Allah (swt) in prayer and then be 
heedless and disobedient to Him (swt) when we are outside the prayer. We cannot prostrate our 
outer bodies and still not work to remove the arrogance and pride that lingers in our heart. We 
must realize that Allah (swt) demands of us a complete and total submission. Our prostration 
must be manifested on the outside and on the inside. It must not just be when we pray but it must 
be at every moment of our lives. This is the realization that you must come to. Simply give up 
everything and make Allah (swt) into your complete Lord and Master. Make Him (swt) as the 
purpose of your life and the goal of everything that you do. Realize and know that nothing 
matters in life except that you worship and serve Allah (swt). This is how you can save yourself 
from becoming of the heedless. This is how you can save yourself from this world of 
heedlessness that we find ourselves in. 

Once you have submitted everything that you have to Allah (swt) then you must serve 
Him (swt). You must become His (swt)’s slave and you must take Him (swt) as your Master. 

Every action that you do must only be to seek His (swt)’s Pleasure. You must not do any action 
that you believe might be displeasing to Allah (swt). And at the same time you must be striving to 
do more and more of the actions that you believe are pleasing to Him (swt). You have to exist 
only to please Allah (swt). Such should the purpose of your life. This is what it means to serve 
Allah (swt). It is to make Him (swt) as the intention behind every single action that you do. This is 
what Allah (swt) commands you to do in this ayah. To submit to Him (swt) and to serve Him (swt). 
This is what it means to correctly receive this Message. This is what it means to know Allah (swt). 
May Allah (swt) allow us to reach this station! May Allah (swt) allow us to dedicate ourselves to 
Him (swt) completely! 

All praise and thanks belongs to Allah (swt), our tafsir of Surah An-Najm end here. 

Please find more Tafsir Books on Quran-Tafsir.org 
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